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Overview 
This quick reference guide (QRG) describes how to import point of use (POU) shapefiles into OneStop for temporary 
diversion licences (TDL) and term licences (TL).  

All shapefiles submitted to the AER must be submitted as polygon features and must conform to shapefile standards 
outlined in the ESRI white paper – ESRI Shapefile Technical Description. 

Water licensing shapefile templates are available on the AER website OneStop Help under Shapefile Templates or 
by contacting the Customer Contact Centre.  

Digital Spatial Data 

Digital spatial data is uploaded as a shapefile. This file contains spatial location data and consists of several files, 
collectively uploaded as a zip file. 

Shapefiles and zip file folders can be named according to your business rules (naming convention). 

   

 

Getting Started 
This quick reference guide assumes you have completed the following: 

• Logged into OneStop. 

• Initiated a new integrated application. 

• Completed the General screen. Greyed out fields are auto-populated based on your login credentials.  

• Completed the mandatory fields marked with a red asterisk* on the Water screen. 

Importing Point of Use as Digital Spatial Data (Shapefile) 

1. Click  on the GIS map. 

2. Click . Locate the zip file from your local drive and attach it. To add other POUs, 
repeat this step.  

3. The list of selected POUs will appear in the Points of Use section below the GIS map. Review the details. 

Important: 

All zip folders must have a unique name. Ensure the folder name has not been previously attached to the activity. 
When the name is not unique, an error message will appear. 

 

https://support.esri.com/en-us/technical-paper/esri-shapefile-technical-description-279
https://www.aer.ca/applications-and-notices/onestop/onestop-help
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a) Optional: To delete a row, check the box beside the POU you wish to delete. Click Delete Rows. 

 

4. Optional: Include relevant files and enter comments in the space provided as needed. 

 

5. Click to move to the Summary screen. 

OneStop Automated Shapefile Validations 

For all shapefiles submitted, OneStop automatically confirms the following information is correct and displays the 
appropriate error message when these checks fail: 

• Shapefile features fall within the geographic extents of the Province of Alberta. 

• Shapefile coordinate system has the same parameters as described later in this QRG. 

Terms 

Shapefiles: 

• A shapefile is an ESRI vector data storage format for storing the location, shape, and attributes of geographic 
features. Data in a shapefile is stored as a set of related files and describes one set of data. 

• The shapefile is an industry standard spatial data format that can be created using most Geographic Information 
System (GIS) or Computer Aided Design (CAD) software packages. The shapefile is a collection of separate files 
submitted to the AER in a single zip file. 

• The IDA system requires, as a minimum, the following shapefile components the: .shp, .shx, .dbf, and .prj files. 
These files follow the standard naming conventions described in this document and are submitted as a single zip 
file. 

.csv:  

• The comma-separated value standard or .csv is a simple data format for representing numeric and textual 
values. It is an example of a ”Flat File” format. These files are often created in Excel or any text editing software. 

• The columns of data in each row of the file are delimited (separated) by a comma. Individual rows are separated 
by a new line (character used to represent the end of a line of text). 

• The .csv files can be used to create numerous rows of data that can then be uploaded as a single file. 
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OneStop Spatial Data   

The AER requires all spatial data submissions to reference the NAD83 datum and projected to the following: 

NAD 1983 10TM AEP Forest NAD 1983 CSRS 10TM AEP Forest 

NAD_1983_10TM_AE

P_Forest WKID: 3400 

Authority: EPSG 

Projection: Transverse 

Mercator False 

Easting: 500000.0 

False Northing: 0.0 

Central Meridian: -115.0 

Scale Factor: 

0.9992 

Latitude Of 

Origin: 0.0 

Linear Unit: 

Meter (1.0) 

Geographic Coordinate 
System: 
GCS_North_American
_1983 

Angular Unit: Degree 

(0.0174532925199433) Prime 

Meridian: Greenwich (0.0) 

Datum: 

D_North_American

_1983 Spheroid: 

GRS_1980 

Semi-major Axis: 6378137.0 

Semi-minor Axis: 6356752.314140356 

Inverse Flattening: 298.257222101 

NAD_1983_CSRS_10TM_

AEP_Forest WKID: 3402 

Authority: EPSG Projection: 

Transverse Mercator 

False Easting: 500000.0 

False Northing: 0.0 

Central Meridian: -115.0 

Scale 

Factor: 

0.9992 

Latitude Of 

Origin: 0.0 

Linear Unit: 

Meter (1.0) 

Geographic Coordinate System: 

GCS_North_American_1983_CSRS Angular Unit: 

Degree (0.0174532925199433) 

Prime Meridian: Greenwich (0.0) 

Datum: 

D_North_American_198

3_CSRS Spheroid: 

GRS_1980 

Semi-major Axis: 6378137.0 

Semi-minor Axis: 6356752.314140356 

Inverse Flattening: 298.257222101 
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Point of Use Data 

Description: Points of use can be defined as polygons, polylines, or points.  

Geometry: Polygon, Polyline, Point 

Multi-part geometries (polygons or polylines) are not supported. Each polygon or line needs to be its own record. 

Attributes: 

 
Field  
name 

 
Type 

 
Allowable values 

 
Length 

Mandatory 
or optional 

 
Definition 

FID Object ID System Defined  Mandatory Unique identifier 

Shape Geometry System Defined  Mandatory The spatial feature 

Unique_ID Long   Mandatory A unique number to represent the 
activity area, values must be greater 
than zero 

Packaging 

Point of use shapefiles must be provided in the following files types. Files can be named according to your business 
rules (naming convention). 

• POU.shp  (required) 

• POU.shx  (required) 

• POU.dbf    (required) 

• POU.prj   (required) 

• POU.sbn  (optional) 

• POU.sbx  (optional) 

• POU.shp.xml  (optional) 

 

 

Important: 

The Unique_ID or ID must be greater than zero, ex.1 for all shapefile uploads. 
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