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Dear Nissa Petterson:

You are receiving this letter because you filed a statement of concern on behalf of the Alberta
Wilderness Association (AWA) about Application No. 001-00461266 (the Application). The
Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) has reviewed your statement of concern, along with the
Application and all applicable requirements and other submissions or information about the
Application and the AER has decided that a hearing is not required to consider the concerns
outlined in your statement of concern.

In our review of your concerns, we considered the following:

« The AWA is located approximately 343 km from the project and does not own land in or
near the project area. The AWA also does not indicate how the AWA or its members make
use of the project area and how the project may impact any such activities. Accordingly,
the AWA does not identify in sufficient detail how the Application may directly and
adversely affect the AWA and its members.

« Your concerns regarding negative impacts to water and food security for Indigenous and
non-Indigenous communities are vague.

«  With respect to your concerns regarding impacts to the ecological health of the McLeod
River watershed:

0 The majority of the project will be located on an existing, cleared right-of-way.



1-855-297-8311

1-800-222-6514

0 The temporary diversion licence (TDL) is valid for one year from the date of
issuance. If Coalspur wishes to continue diverting water beyond that date, it
will be required to apply to the AER for a term licence.

0 The TDL contains a Diversion Schedule that incrementally restricts Coalspur’s
diversion flow rates as natural season river flows decrease, ultimately requiring
Coalspur to stop diversion of water entirely when McLeod River flow rates are
at or below seasonal low-flow thresholds. Seasonal low-flow thresholds are
established for the protection of the aquatic environment and are recommended
and specified by the Government of Alberta policies and guidelines.

0 The Diversion Schedule also ensures that Coalspur will stay within the surface
water allocation volume and flow-rate limits specified within the Alberta
Surface Water Allocation Directive (AEP, 2019).

0 The TDL contains monitoring conditions that require Coalspur to monitor or
measure the rate of flow of water in the McLeod River at regular intervals
during the diversion.

0 The TDL contains reporting conditions that require Coalspur to report to the
AER the total volume of water diverted monthly.

« Inrelation to your concerns regarding impacts to species at risk such as endangered
Athabasca Rainbow Trout and threatened Bull Trout:

o0 Conditions in the TDL require Coalspur to design and install fish screens in
accordance with the criteria set out in the Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada’s “Interim Code of Practice: End of Pipe Fish Protection Screens for
Small Water Intakes in Freshwater.”

0 The Application relates to fresh water withdrawals and does not seek
authorization for any releases into the McLeod River. Concerns regarding
deleterious substance inputs are, therefore, outside the scope of the
Application.

Based on the foregoing, the AWA’s concerns have been addressed to the AER’s satisfaction or
relate to a matter beyond the scope of the Application, and the AWA has not demonstrated that
it may be directly and adversely affected by the Application. The AER has issued the applied-
for TDL, and this is your notice of that decision. A copy of the TDL is attached.

All AER-regulated parties must comply with the conditions of their authorizations and all
legislative and regulatory requirements. To ensure industry compliance, the AER has
developed its Integrated Compliance Assurance Framework, which embodies the three main
components of all effective compliance assurance programs: education, prevention, and
enforcement. You can find out more about how the AER verifies industry compliance and
responds to noncompliance here: https://aer.ca/requlating-
development/compliance/compliance-assurance-program.

Under the Responsible Energy Development Act (REDA), an eligible person may request a
regulatory appeal of an appealable decision. Eligible persons and appealable decisions are
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defined in section 36 of the REDA and section 3.1 of the Responsible Energy Development Act
General Regulation. If you wish to file a request for regulatory appeal, you must submit your
request in the form and manner and within the timeframe required by the AER. Filing
instructions and forms can be found on the AER website (www.aer.ca) under Regulating
Development: Regulatory Appeal Process.

If you have any questions, please contact SOC@aer.ca.
Sincerely,

<Original signed by>

Steven Van Lingen

Director, Oil Sand Mining & Coal
Regulatory Applications

/ma

Attachment (1): Licence

cc: Brian Gregg, Coalspur Mines (Operations) Ltd.
Jonathan Toews, AER
Aphrodit Espanioli, AER
Drayton Valley Field Centre, AER
SOC Assessor, AER
AER Environmental Protection & Enhancement and Water Statements of Concern
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