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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 9: 04 AM)

Openi ng Remar ks

THE CHAI R Pl ease be seat ed.
Good norning, everyone, and wel come. Thank you
for taking the tinme to participate in this
heari ng.

My nane is Parand Meysam, and | wll be
chairing this hearing. The other Panel Menbers
in this proceeding are, on ny right,
Conmm ssi oner Meg Barker, and on ny |eft,
Comm ssi oner Shona Mackenzi e.

My col |l eagues and | respectfully
acknow edge that we are holding this part of
the proceeding in the town of Pincher Creek and
in the traditional and ancestral territories of
people of Treaty 7. This territory is shared
traditional and ancestral hone of Bl ackf oot
Conf ederacy, consisting of Kainai, Piikani, and
Si ksi ka Nations as well as the Tsuut'ina and
St oney Nakoda nations, which includes the
Chi ni ki, Bearspaw, and Goodst oney
First Nations. Pincher Creek is also hone to
Metis Nation of Alberta District 1.

We are holding this proceeding in two
parts. Today and tonorrow is the first part of

the hearing, and we will hear fromthe limted
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participants and community nmenbers in

Pi ncher Creek. The second part of the hearing
will start on January 14th, and we wi |l hear
fromfull participants in Calgary, AER s Govier
Hal | .

Next, I will introduce the AER staff. |[I'd
like to ask you to identify yoursel f, perhaps
wave or stand when | call your nane so the
participants can identify you.

The staff assisting the Panel today are
Mei ghan LaCasse and Shauna G bbons from AER | aw
branch. W have El aine Arruda and Tara Wheaton
as our hearing coordinators. W have Denise
Par sons and Anastasi a Stanislavski of hearing
servi ces.

We have M. G aham Wiite with AER nedia for
nmedi a questions. W have Resol ve Col | aboration
and Van Mechel en Sound, who wi Il be supporting
us today and tonorrow wth |ive stream and
audi o.

The Hearing Panel and all the AER staff in
the hearing roomare wearing nanetags. |f you
have questions, please approach the staff
supporting the hearing for assistance.

Communi cation with Panel, however, nust be

on record. Therefore, please do not approach
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the Panel to speak to the Panel Menbers unl ess
it is part of the proceeding.

We are not trying to be unfriendly, but in
our role as quasi-judicial decision-nmakers, any
conmuni cation that we have with the hearing
partici pants nust happen openly, transparently,
and on the record. W appreciate everybody's
under st andi ng and observance of this request.

In addition to AER staff, we have court
reporters to transcribe the proceeding. W ask
the hearing participants to speak slowy and do
not interrupt or talk over each other for the
court reporter's benefit so we have a cl ean
transcript.

Video of the hearing is being |ivestreaned
through a link on the AER website. W do not
keep a record of videocast, and the video is
not an official transcript. The court
reporters will produce the only official
transcript of the hearing.

To any viewers who are observing the
vi deocast, we advise that recording or
rebroadcasting of the hearing, audio or video,
Is strictly prohibited. And the sane goes with
people who are in the hall.

Those of you in this hall should be aware
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that there is a possibility that you could
appear on the videocast. |If you have concerns,
pl ease speak to one of the hearing staff at one
of the breaks.

To make the audi o webcast work well,
everyone nust speak to the m crophone when
speaki ng during the hearing.

Now, I will ask Ms. Arruda to pl ease tel
us the safety procedure as well as the
particulars of this part of the proceedi ng and
publication of the notice. Thank you.

E. ARRUDA: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

If we need to evacuate, please use the exit
closest to you. There is one exit on the
| eft-hand side of the stage and two exits at
the front of the building. There is a fire
extingui sher and an AED | ocated on the wall
out si de of the kitchen.

In the event of a nedical energency, cal
911, and then alert an AER staff nenber.
Mysel f, Ms. Wheaton, and Ms. Stanislavski are
all first aiders.

As a rem nder, the community hall has two
nmezzani ne spaces: The nezzani ne on the

nort heast side of the building will be open for
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limted participants to use; however,
participants should be aware that this is a
shared space, so privacy is not guaranteed.

The subject of today's proceeding is
applications under the Public Lands Act, Coal
Conservation Act, and the Water Act for a coa
expl oration program A10123772 and a deep drill
permt 1948547 and a tenporary diversion
i cence 00497386 subm tted by Northback
Hol di ngs Cor por ati on.

For the purposes of the hearing record, the
noti ce of hearing and the notice of scheduling
of hearing have been marked as Exhibit 6.01 and
94.0 and were distributed directly to all
parties, and the notice of hearing was
advertised in the Crowsnest Past Herald and the
Pi ncher Creek publication Shootin' the Breeze.

This sunmari zes the details of giving of
notice for this hearing, Madam Chair. | would
like to remnd the participants that the
materials filed in the proceedi ng have been
mar ked as exhibits prior to the hearing. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Thank you,
Ms. Arruda.

W will now register the participants who
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are present at the hall for the first part of
the norning. After each break, we wll

regi ster the partici pants who are scheduled to
speak at that time slot. Please speak clearly
and not too quickly into the m crophone so the
court reporters can hear your nanme. Please
state your nanme for the record and confirmthe
party you're representing if you're
representing any parties.

Who' s representing Northback Hol di ngs?

J. EADI E: Good nor ni ng,

Madam Chair and Panel Menbers. M nane is
Jayce Eadie with the law firm Bennett Jones LLP
representing Northback Hol di ngs Corporation in
t hi s proceedi ng.

THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch.

Are you planning to sit any w tnesses?

J. EADI E: (NO VERBAL RESPONSE)
THE CHAI R No. Not today.
Ckay. Thank you.

Now, | would like to briefly explain the
procedure we wll use at this hearing.
According to Section 21 of the Al berta Energy
Regul ators Rul es of Practice, all wtnesses
must gi ve evi dence under oath or affirmation.

The court reporters will provide for this at
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different tinmes during the day when w t nesses
cone forward to give evidence.

On Novenber 19, 2024, the Panel issued a
schedul e for the conmunity session for
Proceedi ng 444, Exhibit 95.1, which was updated
on Novenber 28th, 2024. W wll follow the
order of presentation set in that schedul e.

W will first ask Northback Holdings to
cone forward and present its brief
I ntroduction.

After Northback, I wll call limted
participants to give -- to cone and give their
presentation in the order that was listed in
the schedule. After each participant's
presentation, Northback, AER counsel, or the
Panel may have questions for the participants.
Once we have heard fromall participants, we
will then provide an opportunity for Northback
to provide any replies, if they w sh.

For today's schedule, we plan to break for
lunch at 2 -- 12. W will reconvene at 1 PM
W will also take breaks m dnorning and
m dafternoon. W are planning to hold an
eveni ng session toni ght which should start at
6:45 and wap up approximtely at 7:30. Al of

this of course is subject to various

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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devel opnents that can change the schedul e.

Because the schedule may shift slightly and
change, we request that the participants be
flexible with their tinme and be prepared to
speak at tinmes slightly different than they're
listed in the schedul e.

In case of an unforeseen issue that may
ari se in advance of your schedul ed tine, please
speak to one of the hearing staff to adjust
your tine.

Just a rem nder, we are here to listen to
all of your concerns. W nay take notes from
time to tine, but that doesn't nean we are not
listening. | would like to remi nd everyone
that this conmunity session is part of the
formal hearing. Wile it is not a courtroom
simlar etiquette to a courtroomis expected
fromeveryone. | ask everyone to keep their
devices on silent, and if you have to take a
phone call, please | eave the hall

Lastly, | request that everyone listens
wi th generosity, kindness, and respect to all
Wi thout interrupting speakers; and pl ease wait
until it is your turn to speak.

Are there any questions about the process

we are intending to foll ow?

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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Hearing none, is there any prelimnary
matters that the parties wish to bring to our
attention?

Heari ng none, now | would |ike to ask
counsel for Northback to proceed.

Direct Evidence of Northback Hol di ngs

Cor porati on

J. EADI E: Thank you,

Madam Chair. As | nentioned earlier, ny nane
Is Jayce Eadie -- that's EFA-D-1-E, first
initial 'J" -- with Bennett Jones. Wth ne
from Bennett Jones is Martin |gnasi ak.

On behal f of Northback, we thank the AER
for taking the tine to organize and hold this
portion of the hearing. At the outset,
Nor t hback woul d also |like to thank the AER for
its earlier |land acknow edgenent. Nort hback
t hanks the Piikani Nation for hosting us on
their traditional territory for the next two
days and al so thanks all other Treaty 7 Nations
and Metis Nations within Al berta. Northback
remains commtted to devel oping and fostering
relationships wwth all Treaty 7 First Nations.

Nor t hback | ooks forward to hearing the
views of all l[imted participants over the next

two days. Northback takes these views as well

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
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as the views of all who live and work in the

| ocal conmunity incredibly seriously. In this
regard, Northback has ensured that the
following officials who will al so be appearing
as witnesses for Northback in Part 2 of the
heari ng commenci ng January 14th, 2025, are in
attendance, and I'd ask themto identify

t hensel ves perhaps by standing up or wavi ng
their hand when | call on them

In the front row, we have M ke Youl,
executive vice president business devel opnent.
In the second row, we have Angel a Beattie, vice
presi dent devel opnment regul atory approval s;
Tyl er Ri ewe, senior nmanager safety health and
envi ronnment; Kyl e Trunpour, manager | ndi genous
partnerships. Also in attendance from
Nort hback is M ke Young, chief executive
officer, and Ri na Bl ackl aws, manager of
conmuni cati ons.

Nor t hback requests that any nedia in
attendance who have inquiries of Northback
direct those inquiries to Ms. Blacklaws. 1In
accordance wth the process established by the
AER in this proceeding, Northback wll not be
maki ng any substantive subm ssions today but

i nstead remai ns avail able to the Panel should
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any questions arise. Thank you very much.
THE CHAI R Thank you, Counsel.

So next on the agenda, we have M. All an
Garbutt or Garbutt.

Am | pronounci ng your nanme correctly, sir?

A. GARBUTT: Butt as in what you
sit on.

THE CHAI R Sorry. | didn't
hear you.

A. GARBUIT: It's Garbutt.

THE CHAI R Garbutt. Thank you.

Pl ease proceed.
ALLAN GARBUTT, Affirnmed
Direct Evidence of Allan Garbutt
A. GARBUTT: Vel l, as you' ve
heard, I'm A lan Garbutt. A bit of background
on nyself, | first began to visit the O dman
Ri ver basin a bit nore than 60 years ago. Dad
br ought us down when we were barely higher than
t he grass.

|'ve been in many parts of Canada over the
past 65 or 70 years. | keep com ng back to
this part of the world. | love it here. |
want to save it, particularly fromfolks |ike
Nor t hback.

In ny travels, | picked up a PhD in
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403-531-0590



Page 18

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

zoology. | worked in environnental consulting
for several years, then went back to school,
becane a rural doctor, and worked in that
capacity in Crowsnest Pass for 26 years. |
retired just over five years ago, and since
then, |'ve been volunteering with various
organi zations that share ny love of this
country and the natural world.

|"ve -- you'll hear a lot from Northback
about the wonderful things they' re going to do.
Their largess is a drop in the bucket. It
sinply overwhel ns anything that the
environnmental groups | work with have any hope
of -- of matching. For instance, they pl edged
$75,000 to a school lunch program | |ooked at
the net worth of the individual who is the
ulti mate owner of this conmpany, conpared it to
mne, and it's nothing. The 20 bucks |I' m about
to put on the table is nore than equal on a
net-worth basis to what they have pledged. The
Li vi ngst one Range fol ks can pick up the
20 bucks, and I'll keep giving as |long as
Nor t hback keeps gi vi ng.

The nmeat of ny presentation is basically we
shouldn't be here. This is not a proposal

about exploration. This is a "break it into a
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mllion pieces" attenpt to go back and
relitigate a mne that was turned down years
ago. The m ne went before the Joint Review
Panel. They turned it down. Two cabinets
turned it down. Several Courts turned it down.

We had a coal commttee struck to review
the -- the whole of coal mning in the east
sl opes. Their reconmendation was that it
shoul d not happen. The popul us was
out st andi ngly over -- overwhelmngly in favour
of banning m ning except in a very few, very
specific circunstances, that is, an advanced
coal project. It's really hard to see how a
dead parrot of a mne, one that's been rejected
by two cabinets, a joint review panel, and
several courts, can qualify as a -- as a
project, |let alone an advanced project.

The -- that said, the mnister kind of blew
the AER s claimto i ndependence out the w ndow

by sending a letter, and the AER deci ded that

it was indeed a -- a project and that they
shoul d be looking at it. | applaud you for
actually looking at it and not just -- not just

I ssuing the permt.
After you get past the "we shouldn't be

here", there are multiple reasons to reject
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this request. |In the end, they all cone back
to a single point, and that's water, both the
gquantity and the quality of the water, the
water that flows off the east slopes and

nouri shes those dry lands off to the east of
us. Water is the stuff of life, and that stuff
flows fromthe east slopes across the prairies,
t hrough Saskatchewan, the marshes in northern
Mani toba, and ultimately into Hudson Bay at
Churchill. On its path, it supports every
maj or popul ati on centre south of Red Deer, east
all the way to Manitoba; and it supports nany,
many, many nore smaller centres, individuals,
ranches, farners al ong the way.

The province is home to a grow ng and very
profitable agri-food conplex, and that is
utterly reliant on clean water fromthe east
slopes. If that water either doesn't cone or
isn't clean, we |ose that agri-food conpl ex.
Many of the crops that grow in southern Alberta
sinply could not be grown w thout irrigation.

There's plans for nore irrigation, big
irrigation projects in eastern Alberta and in
Saskat chewan. Al of the water for that
irrigation conmes fromthe eastern slopes. A

| arge portion of it conmes fromthe O dman.
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That's the area that we're addressing in this
heari ng.

The billions of dollars that conme off those
farm ands and the agri-food conplex and the
dreans of those who want to irrigate |ands
further east are only possible if Al berta and
Al berta al one protects that small strip of |and
al ong the nmountain chain that harvests the
wat er that cones east fromthe Pacific.
Renmenber, that land -- that water strip in this
part of the world maybe is 20 mles wde; a |ot
of it's only 15 mles wde. You screw it up,
and we're screwed.

Sorry. That was a |little vernacul ar

| f Al berta, whether fromignorance,
stupidity, or greed, allows the water that
flows out of there to be degraded, mllions of
people and billions of dollars will be in
j eopardy. The AER has a nmandate to regul ate
the orderly devel opment of resources. |I'm
assum ng that that neans the devel opnent of any
singl e resource should not conprom se the
devel opnent of other resources, especially if a
t hreat ened resource has far nore current and
future value than any of the mne -- any m ne

or m ne conplex could have.
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I f indeed AER has a duty to protect all of
the resources, not just the single resource,
there wll be tinmes when it nust re --

di sappoint a single applicant and its
supporters. This hearing pertains to one of
t hose cases where AER shoul d be advancing the
interests of the whole, of all those people
bet ween here and Churchill who need your
support to continue to do their jobs, whereas
Nor t hback is asking that we sacrifice those
people on their pursuit of additional dollars
and to support a relatively small nunbers of
its supporters.

Nort hback's going to argue that they're
only asking to do exploration. That's at best
di si ngenuous. They're not asking to build
roads, drill holes, divert water so that they
can get nore information to provide to the
Al berta geol ogi cal survey. They already know
there's a coal deposit there that is good
enough to support their prior commtnments to a
m ne.

Their strategy here is transparent.
They're going to break that project into a
zillion pieces, and they're going to ask for

approval of each one. The approval of that one
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step only brings us closer to the ultinate,
which is going to be to build a m ne.

To take that back into ny life as a doc,
it's Iike asking a surgical patient for
perm ssion to make a small skin incision when
your real goal is to renove half of their large
bowel . The difference here is that in surgery,
we take out the cancer and save the patient.
In this setting, Northback is the cancer, and
they will kill the patient if you give them
perm ssion for the first step and the ultimte
foll owm ng steps.

You need to -- to deny Northback's
application to save southern Al berta and nuch
of the western prairies fromthe ultimte
i npacts of that exploration. |If you decide to
allow things to proceed, there are also a
nunber of negatives that could happen in the
execution -- that will happen in the execution
of that project. Their first step will be to
build roads. They'll tell you that they're
only going to use preexisting roads; but they
wi Il have to reopen those roads, regrade them
and create bare surfaces. Those bare surfaces
wi Il be subject to a | ot of erosion,

particularly fromsnowrelt and rainfall events.
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The water will cone down the -- the slope, hit
the roads, and follow the roads. They'Il --
the roads will channel the flow

Nort hback will tell you that they will put
up all kinds of sedinent barriers and so on.
Unfortunately, those barriers do not very --
very often do not work. As an exanpl e,

TC Energy built a major pipeline over the

Li vingstone Range within a few m | es of

Nor t hback's project. TCE has a ton of
experience in building in nountainous terrain.
They put up all kinds of sedinment barriers.
They had, they said, the best of intentions. |
was actually on the pipeline talking to their
peopl e. Everybody on that pipeline, as far as
| could tell, wanted the water to stay out of
the creek. | was one of the intervenors wth
CER, Canada Energy Regulator. W told them
that the plans were not good enough, that there
woul d be trouble.

There was a small rainstormin August two
years ago, a small rainstorm Nothing |ike the
ones we have had here. It breached their
barriers. It put a ton of nud into that
stream and it very seriously damged the SARA

protected, we thought, westslope cutthroat
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popul ati on. The stream has not recovered, and
that was froma single, short segnent of
pi pel i ne.

Those roads will probably be open in the
spring. Northback has said they want to get
drilling done and so on before the end of the
frozen season. Realistically, with the
hearings ending in February, their chances of
doing all of that drilling even if you issued
an i medi ate okay before we're into nelt season
is very small. W're also alnost certain to
experience sone very warm chi nooks in that
period, and they too will cause nelt.

So we'll have a -- a hillside of streans
com ng down, channel ed by the roads, picking up
sediment, and turning into nud. Regardl ess of
how t hat goes, it's all going to go downhill,
and, ultimately, it's going to get to the
stream courses at the bottomof the hill,
whether that's Gold Creek or Blairnore Creek is
al nost incidental.

When the nmud hits the creek, a lot of it's

going to stop right there, but a lot of it is

al so going to go downstream It wll fill the
interstitial spaces in the gravel beds. It
will snmother fish eggs. It will snother baby
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fish. It wll damage the invertebrates, and
we're going to end up with reduced -- at best,
with reduced recruitnent in a popul ation of
SARA protected westslope cutthroat trout.
We're going to end up with reduced feed
supplies for the fish that do survive, and
we're going to end up with a water body that
has a whole lot nore junk in it than it shoul d.

Nort hback will tell you that they're going
to protect that water. Well, they've had at
| east two mmj or dunps of iron oxide out of a
mne, an old mne portal on that property that
|'ve personally witnessed in the time -- in the
| ast ten years. That iron oxide covers the
bottom does bad things to stream biota. You
can refer to studies fromFish and Wldlife in
the 1970s by Duane Radford and friends on that.
M. Radford at that tinme presented an easy
solution to the iron. It's basically dig a
settling pond at the outlet; let the water go
in there; the iron oxide drops out; water
overflows and is pretty clean.

| know that that solution was presented to
Nort hback in 2017. Hasn't been done. There
was anot her flow a couple of years ago in the

spring. Turned the ice and snow over the creek
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into a nice red ness. Still no settling ponds
as far as | can tell.

They wll talk about they're only using a
smal | anount of water fromthe in-pit |ake.
They make it sound as if the in-pit lake is
essentially a giant beaker. 1It's not. There
is groundwater flow in and out of those | akes.
The groundwater flow ultimately wll end up in
the surface water flows at sone point. They're
I mportant to maintaining the base flow in
Streans in this area. And those streans are
already at record lows. |f you look at the
flow data for the larger streans, they have
been bel ow the | ow points, the average | ow
points, for nost of the |last two years.

Blairnore Creek this year is |ower than |

have ever seen it. | ran a couple of quick
nunbers. | figure in the 26 years | worked in
that hospital and in the conmmunity, | crossed
that streamnore than 7,600 days. |'ve never

seen it as lowas it is now

They will tell you that the drought has
eased. | would call BS on that. | live in the
Porcupine Hlls and have |ived there for
25 years. Many of our streans are dry for the

first time in decades. Effectively all of our
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surface water has dried up. The ranchers we
know are hauling water to pastures that they
have never hauled to before. Their springs
have gone dry. People have wells that are no
| onger producing or are at best producing far
| ow.

Any nove that takes water out of the |ocal
wat er systemin whatever quantities poses a
significant risk to everybody downstream |f
the | ocal water drops, everything downstream
will suffer froma drop. WMking the drop
bi gger, even by a snmall anount, endangers
everybody downstream and all of those billions
of dollars that are com ng out of our agri-food
process downstream

The -- the conpany will talk about how nuch
benefit they're going to provide to the
community. That is at best chall engeable. |If
you | ook at reports done by Robin Allen and
others on the cost-benefit effects of coal
mnes in northeast BC the results are not in
favour of Northback. The coal and so on in
that area is rather simlar to Alberta's. It's
the sane part of the nountain front.

Ms. Allen and her conpany pretty nuch

denonstrated that the claimto benefits were
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far lower -- the delivered benefits were far

| oner than the clainmed benefits, the negatives
were nuch bigger than the clainms, and the
cost-benefit analysis at the end of the day was
strongly negative, despite the glow ng
reconmendat i ons.

The same sort of thing is happening with
pol lution. There's been recent studies by
Mandy O sgard, who's a toxicologist with sone
pretty good credentials, despite what Northback
said in sone letters to you. She showed t hat
removi ng 99 percent of the seleniumfrom a
wast e stream woul d not prevent bioaccunul ati on.
And that w |l happen downstream of the source.

If you can't get 99 percent of the sel enium
out of the thing, you're at risk of
bi oaccumnul ati on.

There's a letter by Lee Eddy in Western
Stockman a couple of years ago that clearly
shows the risk to forage crops, feedl ot
operators, all of that, if the inlet -- input
water is contam nated with even | ow | evel s of
sel eni um

"' mabout at the end of ny tine, so ||
wrap up by asking the Conmission to turn this

down. Save Al berta, save the agri-food stuff,
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save the prairies, and save us fromthose

foreign-funded eco vandals that are here.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you,

Dr. Garbutt.

A. GARBUTT: And if Livingstone

Range wants their 20 bucks, they can cone and

find ne.

THE CHAI R Thank you.
Questions for Dr. Garbutt? No.
Counsel ?

Thank you very nuch.

So next we have M. Andy Vanderplas. Do |
say your name correctly, sir?
A. VANDERPLAS: Yes. Do you have
Andy Vanderplas for the record?
THE CHAI R: Yes. Yes. Thank
you.
ANDY VANDERPLAS, Affirnmed
Direct Evidence of Andy Vanderpl as

A. VANDERPLAS: Good norni ng, Madam
Chair, Panel, |adies and gentl enen.
Qui ck background on nyself, | ama 44-year

resi dent of the Crowsnest Pass, where ny wife
and | have raised a large famly. W

definitely enjoy the area, based on the fact
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that we do work in the industry. And as ful
transparency, | ama contractor to every mning
operation in the area. Based on that, we have
been able to provide our children, all 7 of
them and all 15 grandchildren with a good
life, education, everything they woul d expect
out of a good |life because of our work in the

I ndustry.

W are -- we have been involved in the
industry directly for 31 years. W are very
fussy about our clientele because we want to be
able to, at the end of the day, have our people
feel good about where they work.

The mines on the British Col unbia side and
t he Northback operation on the Al berta side
have denonstrated to us a very strong safety
policy, as well as anything that -- where we
work, if there's anything involving any
environnental effects at all, they're very
strict; they're very straightforward, sonething
that we adhere to, which gives us a | ot of
confort, know ng that our enployees, their
famlies, our children have that security in
front of them

As another itemof transparency, | amthe

former chairman of a sem -judicial board,

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 32

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

subdi vi si on and appeal, for 29 years. So | am
famliar with what is required by a board when
they nmake their deliberations. And speaking
fromny experience as a chairman of the board,
one of the biggest drawbacks to any application
I s evidence.

The program that Northback is involved in
at this time as the drilling programis to find
and provide that evidence. 'Cause there's
not hi ng worse than putting in a permt
application, being ready for it, and not being
abl e to back up what you have to say.

W over the years have rejected many
applications sinply because these appellants
were not prepared with the evidence,
scientific, physical, et cetera, to answer the
qguestions that the board had and fromt hereon
any person who had an issue with that. Many
tinmes they were sent away to go get that
evi dence at -- at their cost, time for
everyone.

So what they're asking for here right now
is this drilling programto provide that
evi dence and whatever that evidence may be. It
could tell everybody that this is a wonderful

situation, or it could tell everybody that what
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they thought was there isn't there. But they
don't know that, and | -- and | agree wth
Dr. Garbutt -- M. Garbutt; there is a coal
seam up there. How nuch, quantity, quality,
this is what the drilling programis all about.
They need to be able to provide that evidence.

And the second itemon that is -- | nean,
think there's not a person alive who hasn't
seen all the nedia, the publicity, and all the
soci al nedia about this coal mne. This is not
an application for a coal mne; this is an
application for a drilling program So if we
can get past that snoke and |l et these fol ks get
the evidence they require to nake an inforned
deci sion so they can informthe panels of that
evi dence and present it all, then we can all
nove forward.

| don't need 20 m nutes to explain
everything. Statenments of facts can usually go
fairly quick because |'ve sat in your position,
and you don't need all that extra tine.

So they want to do their due diligence, and
" mrequesting on their -- for them as a
resident of the community -- | nmean, we are
directly affected by everything that happens

there. We |live downw nd and downstream of
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their intended operation. Five of our seven
children live in a semcircle around that
entire operation. W understand the risks. W
al so understand t he possi ble benefits to the
future because as we -- as a -- froma famly
basis, are entering into a succession phase of
our business. Qur children now are taking over
and | ooking to continue that as the next
generation is already training to take over
fromthem

So to get all the nmasses raised up at this
time and scream "Coal m ne, coal m ne, coal
m ne", step back for a mnute. W're talking
about a drilling program So it's too easy to
get everybody excited about a m ne when we're
not there yet. These folks need to be all owed
to go get the evidence, present the evidence in
an orderly manner, follow ng every
environnmental requirenent that the governnent
has laid out -- and | agree with that; | don't
want to live in a contam nated environnment any
nore than anybody el se does. But | think they
need to be given that opportunity to prove that
they can do this right.

If they're going to prove it, then it's

going to be approved; or they're not going to
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be able to prove it, and it's going to be

di sall owed. But of all fairness, people need
to be able to have the opportunity to present
the evidence that is needed for people to nmake
a proper infornmed deci sion.

And | really don't think I've got an awf ul
|l ot to say about that except for the fact that
we -- as a famly, as a business, we agree to
it. We look forward to them proceeding with
this so that we all know, we all have an
i nformed decision to make, not a decision based
on hype and scare tactics and stuff that cones
fromall over the world in other countries and
books and things that were witten; we're
tal ki ng about one drilling programin one
| ocation. W agree with themgetting the
evi dence together to present it to allow you to
make your deci sions.

That's the end of ny presentation. Thank
you very much.

THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch,
sir.

Next | have M. Brent Koinberg. |[|s that
correct?

B. KO NBERG Yes, that iIs

correct.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.

Pl ease --

B. KO NBERG Thank you.

THE CHAI R Pl ease proceed.

BRENT KO NBERG, Affirnmed
Direct Evidence of Brent Koinberg
B. KO NBERG Thank you.

Wl come to Pincher Creek and in -- on our
behal f, anyways. M nane is Brent Koi nberg. A
little bit about nyself is | was born and
raised in the Crowsnest Pass. | resided there
for 16 years, noved to Calgary, noved back
home, Crowsnest Pass, |eft again, cane back.
And that's ny story for about 20 years of ny
life, is leaving the Crowsnest Pass and com ng
back hone.

Crowsnest Pass has al ways been ny hone. It
didn't matter where | slept that night, worked;

it's always been ny hone; it's where ny famly

was.
So when | returned just over six years ago

again -- the Crowsnest Pass is basically a

shell of what it used to be when we -- when we

had i ndustry, when we had busi nesses, in
conparison to what it is now Like, we had

conveni ence stores in -- in every towmn. W had
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multiple in Blairnore. W had two in Col eman,
Hillcrest, Bellevue. W all had convenience
stores. W all had two different grocery

st ores.

So when | returned, | also cane up with
Crowsnest Adventures through sone help with
sonme friends, stuff like that. So I own an
actual tourismconpany in the Crowsnest Pass.

A l ot of people on both sides of the

fence'll -- will say, you know, W need

I ndustry; we need tourism we need this; we
need that. 1In all honesty, we need everything.
Crowsnest Pass is mainly -- | think it's, |ike,
82 percent, 85 percent residential-based tax
base. My taxes have gone up a thousand dollars
in three years, four years, which is unheard of

in alot of areas, especially for small areas.

So | believe that -- like ny friend Andy
here said, | fully believe in the process that
we should allow the drilling programto go on.

And the reason for it is when we have nunbers,
when we have actual data, we -- we can | ook at
the bigger picture; right? If -- if the mne
goes through, if it doesn't go through, | -- |
beli eve personally in the process. |

bel i eve when -- the process of it going through

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 38

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

last time, | believe -- | believe they got it

right, right, with -- with denying the m ne

because there was a lot of holes init, in

my -- in nmy opinion, that were not addressed.
And through tal king with Northback, sone of

its enpl oyees, even famly that have gone

t hrough Northback and stuff |ike that, they

like to fill in those holes; and this drilling
programis one of those ways to fill in those
hol es.

Now, |I'd also like to fill in sone of the

holes fromDr. Garbutt's presentation. Now, as
| said, | grewup in the Crowsnest Pass. M
famly owned property that was purchased by
Nor t hback when -- when they first cone into the
Crowsnest Pass | ooking at opening up the G assy
mne. Now -- excuse ne -- ny famly owned this
property call ed Bozley, and we've had it in our
famly for over 50 years. It -- it was our
little safe haven. It was our little touch of
paradi se. W could go there. W could rel ax.
We could canp. W can bring friends up. W
can, you know, get away fromthe hustle and
bustle. Wth ny aunts living in -- in the
city, you know, you got the famly at hone

in-- in Crowsnest, we could all gather there.
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When Nort hback cane in and bought up al
the property around us, they just approached
and said, you know, Wuld you guys be
interested in selling? And of course ny famly
said, Well, no, this is our paradise. However,
they al so recogni zed that the Crowsnest Pass
needs sonething nore; right?

So they were like, Ckay. W can either
help them so this way maybe there will be
prosperity not just for the famly. Don't get
me wong; | didn't see -- when they sold the
property, | didn't see anything fromit. |
just lost ny chil dhood place of safety, |
guess, right?

But it was for the prosperity for the
muni ci pality, for people, for jobs, to bring
nore people in to hopefully bring back what we
had as a community back a little bit.

Now, | know that's nore addressing for the
m nes; however, at least with this step, we can
see if amne is even viable with the drilling.

Now, M. Garbutt nentioned the water.
Water's been there for as long as | can
remenber. It's also been | eaching that iron
oxi de forever. There's been nmany tines that --

not just in the last ten years, but for as |ong
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as | can renenber -- |'m46 years old -- that

that river is frozen over by the hospital that
he used to work at, and it was red fromthis

| eaching. And that's fromthe previous m nes
not being reclained properly.

Now, ny understanding with Northback is
they cone in; if they're able to mne the coal,
great; and when the coal's gone, they have an
obligation to reclaimit. For me, it's not so
much about the coal; it's about that
reclamation. Like | said, ny famly owned
property up there. |'ve spent years -- | lived
up there for nonths at a tinme watching G assy
literally fromny kitchen wi ndow up there. |
can tell you it doesn't sustain life. Very,
very few aninmals actually stay on that -- on
that nountain, on that ridge side. The cattle
even on it, they'll go onit; they'll be gone
within a few days through the Cattle
Associ ation, and that's from watching the
cattle for over 30 years that | can renenber.

And then al so too the | eaching.

Dr. Garbutt can also maintain that a | ot of
my injuries -- he was ny personal doctor for
many, many years till he retired -- that a | ot

of my injuries were fromactually up in those
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mnes. There's -- there's quite the network
of -- of previous tunnels and stuff |ike that
that as, you know, a youth, | would go in
and -- not tell ny parents where | was, of

course, because that's just not safe, but |
woul d go in those tunnels and see what | could
find. And |'ve been in a |lot of those tunnels
up there, and sure enough, cuts, scrapes |'d
get to go to the hospital, get stitches. And
that was 30 years ago.

Roughl y about 15, 20 years ago, they
I npl oded a | ot of those m ne shafts.
Unfortunately, there was -- they m ssed a few
There's still a few nore up there. But |I'd
like to see the reclamation of that whole area
fromthe scars it's got fromthat |eaching into
the water, fromthose old | egacy mnes into
seei ng sonet hing beautiful that will hold life
again, that'll hold crystal clear water again.
That woul d be ny personal goal.

As a tourismoperator, | do al nost weekly
tours into the old ghost town Lille, which was
a boom and-bust coal mning town, right. Now
there's nothing up there but a couple of
basenents, some old piping, and | thought about

it as a business owner, and as that is one of

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 42

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

nmy nost busi est of guided hikes |I do, am| at
the risk of losing that if the m ne goes
through? Sone days | mght, if it's alittle
wi ndi er; other days it'll actually probably
hel p me because now |I'm being able to give
peopl e a visual of what they're seeing as to
what happened kind of to WIIl, right. As a
tourismoperator, |I'mable to adapt and not
necessarily lose, but | can actually use that
as a way of saying, Now we can see sonethi ng
active, provided it does cone onto the eastern
side. If not, fromwhat | understand -- it
sounds |i ke things stay on the western side of
the nmountain to mtigate Gold Creek. If that's
the case, well, then | don't |ose anything. |
still have ny little thing. W don't really
see much fromthe mne at all

But, like I said, it's -- it's -- I'd like
to see it, in the end, reclained. | don't
expect anyone to reclaimit for free. That
just doesn't make any sense.

As for the water, absolutely. [|I'ma very
bi g advocate for the water. W do fishing and
stuff like that, and we grew up drinking the
wat er .

| think M. Garbutt's m ssing one
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conmon- sense aspect with his water on his side
of the prairies, is he nentioned it: They're
punching nore holes for water. Wen they're
tapping into their own reserves, their own
reserves are going to go down. Just in the

| ast five years alone, two, three different
pivots -- waterlines have been installed just
on H ghway 22 al one, south of Maycroft Hill
That draws a lot of -- a lot of water.

So |l imgine it's not just -- they' re not
drawn off the A dman River. They're drawn
right off the aquifer in the ground, which in
turn does nmake conmon sense as to why water
wi Il be going down.

As for our flow, we don't have a great
flow W' ve never had a great flow here.
Grassy doesn't have a whole | ot of trees on the
front side to hold nuch for snow.

"' man advocate for snowrobiling and stuff
like that. W get maybe a week, two weeks a
year of snownpbiling on that hill, and the
reason for it isit's a lot of grass.

Backsi de's got sone trees and stuff |ike that,
but for the nost part, yeah, it doesn't hold a
whol e I ot of snow back in there. Further back

up in the valley, it holds nore snow as it's a
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little higher elevation, a little bit nore
trees. But for the nost part, G assy doesn't
hol d much snow at all

Sol'dlike to put the idea of it into
perspective. Now just hearing, Ch, it's been
bad for ten years. It hasn't. It's been |like
that ever since | can renenber.

Once again, yeah, | amfor Northback
drilling to getting a bigger picture. 1'd |Iove
to see the mne go through because it woul d
hel p our | ocal econony; it would help |ocals
period with nore jobs, better tax base,
hopeful Iy giving sone of us that own the houses
intown alittle bit of a tax break on our
resi dence.

So thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you,
M. Koinberg. | appreciate it.

So we are at the break, but we are ahead of
tinme.

M LACASSE: Madam Chair, we've
been advised that M. Petrone is in the room
so if you wanted to proceed with him you
coul d.

THE CHAI R M. Petrone, would

you be so kind to cone to the m crophone,
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pl ease.

M LACASSE: He needs to be sworn
in still.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

CHAD PETRONE, Affirnmed

Direct Evidence of Chad Petrone

C. PETRONE: Thank you for your
time today.

Finding a way to express ny support of
Nor t hback and what their business neans to our
comunity and ny famly has been envotional.
Each generation of the Petrone famly, dating
back 100 years, has benefitted from coa
mning. And it is nowtrickled down to the
fifth generation.

My 18-year-old daughter has prepared the
followi ng words in honour of the history that
has shaped our famly and the opportunities

that coal mning has provided to us. Of

script, | look around the denographic of this
hal |, and her generation is not represented at
all, and it's very inportant that a 18-year-old

gets her voice in terns of the econom c i npact
to her life: (as read)
Today |' m honoured to share ny

perspective on the coal m ning
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I ndustry and the profound effect it
has had on ny famly. But first allow
me to introduce nyself. M nane is
Kiera Petrone, and |'mcurrently a

mar keting nmajor at the University of
Lethbridge. | spent ny early

chil dhood living in the

Crowsnest Pass, specifically Bellevue.
The first eight years of ny life

consi sted of swmmng for the Pass

Pi ranhas, skiing Pass Powder keg, and
attendi ng Horace Allen el enentary.

Al t hough these nenories nmake up a
| ot of ny chil dhood, when | | ook back,
they are not all | see. Through ny
life, one string has thread its way
through its core value that | hold,
and that string is nade of coal. |In
1928, ny grandfather Riccardo
immgrated fromltaly to Canada.
Travelling all through Canada, ny
famly made their eventual stop not in
Ontario or Québec, but in Hllcrest,

Al berta. Fromthere, ny great grandpa
and fam |y adjusted to the harsh

weat her and began to make the smal |
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Al bertan town their hone. As he grew,
he began to see our honme as nore than
a quaint snowfilled town.

My grandf at her eventual | y gai ned
interest in the Tent Mountain strip
m ne. He shared many stories of his
time working at the m ne, how he would
catch a ride on enpty coal trucks and
spend tinme lodging with his fell ow
coworkers. The entrepreneuria
passi on for coal and Canadi an
resources began to grow within ny
great grandfather, and in 1942, he
purchased a 2-ton Dodge which will be
the first of many vehicl es operating
for his business: Ric Petrone
Trucki ng.

Fromthere, my grandpa -- sorry --
ny papa, his son, and many ot her
community nmenbers drove this enornous
coal truck to maintain their
| iveli hood. Coal wasn't an attenpt to
destroy our beloved town. It was a
strenuous effort to flourish it. The
Crowsnest Pass was built on the backs

of coal mners. Wthout themit's
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uncertai n how t housands of Al bertans
woul d have provided for their
famlies.

West ern Canadi ans were able to
di sti ngui sh thensel ves fromthe rest
of Canada and provide a neans to which
to sustain thenselves. Wthout the
hard work of my grandfather and great
grandf at her and others alike, we would
have no conmunity to debate this issue
I n.

It is sinple: Qur livelihood
cannot flourish and expand w t hout the
strength of Western Canadi an coa
m nes.

Many say that Al bertan --

Al bertans do not have culture. |
strongly disagree with this. Qur
province in its inception was built
upon the hard work and dedi cati on of
coal mnes. Coal's not just a synbol
of econom c prosperity, but it's a
notif in which represents Al bertan
grit and pride. One of ny earliest
nmenories is watching pridefully as ny

papa, Ken Petrone, drove his big blue
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coal truck all through Col eman during
Canada Day.

Today | sonetines bring ny city
slicker friends to observe this blue
beast in its glory. Every tinme ny
papa offers themto take a seat, and
every time they offer to take it.
Even in their early 20s, ny friends
all found this piece of Al berta
fascinating. It is a common thread
shared between nmany Western Canadi ans
as many of our famlies would not have
survived without the efforts of coal
mning and its industry.

As a child, | took great pride in
the fact that | had roots in this
smal |l Al berta towmn. As Paul Brandt
said "it's a pride that's been passed
down to nme knee deep as coal mnes and
as wde as farnmers' fields". |
remenber feeling this astonishing
sense of excitenent watching the
Al berta Bound nusic video and seeing
the A d Dairy which was just down the
street fromwhich -- where | was

rai sed. This excitenent resonated
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fromwithin ne as | felt this

unbr eakabl e connection with ny hone
and the history which cane along with
it.

Fl ouri shi ng and expandi ng our
previous coal mnes will not only just
boost our econony, but it will further
t he connections we have wthin our
home, history, and the community
menbers within it.

Over the last ten years, |'ve
continued to visit the Pass. It seens
every time | cone a business has
cl osed and the popul ati on has fallen.
Back when coal was mning in ful
SW ng, each community had its own
school system hockey rink, comrunity
centre, and nore.

Today, many busi nesses have been
| eft abandoned. | believe that the
further we Iimt coal mning, the
further our culture and comunity is
restricted.

In order to grow and not dim nish
our culture, it is essential that we

bri ng back what once nade us a strong
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and prosperous nunicipality. The
resource that single-handedly provided
an industry to ny dirt-poor famly who
immgrated fromltaly is coal.

Coal has not just supported ny
famly through the 20th century, but
it has extended its hand into the
21st. M father has built
rel ationships with the coal m ning
conpani es who have purchased fromhis
conpany. These busi nesses have
pur chased various nerchandi se from ny
father. |In fact, they are anong the
| argest clientele.

I, nyself, have spent tine
counti ng hundreds of hoodi es, decals,
kni ves, and even belt buckles for
them M first ever order that |
packaged for a coal mne had ny nane
signed on the packing slip. |
remenber ny dad telling nme that just
nmy nanme signed at the bottom of the
page woul d create opportunities and
that it was pretty cool that ny nane
had a chance to be seen. At first, |

was |ike, Yeah, yeah. Ckay, Dad. But
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now | ' mgraced with the opportunity to
share ny famly's history with coa

and how it can continue to provide for
Al bert a.

As nmuch as it pains ne to say, ny
father was right. It is clear that
coal is both directly and indirectly
responsi ble for creating opportunity
for our community. From poor Italian
immgrants trying to make a living to
a young busi ness student grasping for
opportunity, the efforts of coal have
been profoundly inmpactful. Wether
it's the livelihood it provides, the
culture it creates, or the opportunity
it fertilizes, coal is undoubtedly a
strong asset to Al berta.

['"'mjust going to take a mnute --

THE CHAI R Take your tine,

pl ease. Take your tine.

C. PETRONE: -- fromher -- from
her words and express that it is an enotional
time for her to wite this. This isn't just
about the sentinent and | egacy that we're
trying to continue. M famly has enpl oyed

hundreds, if not thousands of people in the
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| ast hundred years, and | think it's inportant
that that continues. |'ve been in the
Crowsnest Pass for 48 years, and it's gone
downhill ever since | was a kid; and we need
this opportunity to give us another -- one nore
generation to experience what we experienced
and make enough noney to continue operating in
t he Crowsnest Pass.

Li ke the Al berta Energy Requlator, | feel
can contribute to -- to ensuring that -- that
Nort hback and any other resource-driven
business will continue to respect the
environnment of the Crowsnest Pass. W don't
want it destroyed. And | considered running
for council and being a part of that; and if it
works, 1'd like to join the governnents in
mai ntaining that integrity of our -- our
envi ronnment .

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

THE CHAI R Thank you,
M. Petrone.

So we still have a bit of time before the
schedul ed break. W can take the break now or
if the next presenters, Citizens Supportive of
Crowsnest Pass Coal, are here, we can swear

them i n.
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So |I'd suggest we take the break now. It
ten past 10, and we will be back at perhaps
10:30. So five nore mnutes added to the
break. Thank you very mnuch, everyone.

( ADJ OURNMENT)

THE CHAI R: Pl ease be seated.
Can | get everyone's attention, please? Please
t ake your seats.

| believe next we have Citizens Supportive
of Crowsnest Coal, and they have been sworn in.
So who do we have? Wuld you please cone to
the mc and introduce yourself. Thank you.
T. LI NDERMAN: H. 1'mTroy
Li nderman, and this is ny wife Carnen
Li nderman; and we're here for Citizens
Supportive of Crowsnest Coal.
THE CHAI R Thank you,
M. Linderman. Thank you, Ms. Linderman. So
pl ease proceed.
CARMEN LI NDERMAN, Affirmed
TROY LI NDERMAN, Affirmed
Direct Evidence of Ctizens Supportive of
Crowsnest Coal - Troy Linderman
T. LI NDERMAN: Thank you.

So I'"'mjust going to do a small

presentation around our group and -- and sone

S
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of the -- the -- the beliefs and things that
we' ve been doing over the |last few years, and
then ny wife, Carnen, will nmake a -- a speech
statenment piece, and we'll be all done.

So qui ckly through the PowerPoint, we are
Citizens Supportive of Crowsnest Coal -- oh,
that's doing that -- G tizens Supportive of
Crowsnest Coal, so CSCC, was forned by a group
of passionate people who live in the Pass and
wanted to see the conmunity succeed so our
children and grandchil dren can have
opportunities in their hometown. W are
citizens that want to see the benefit that
I ndustry and steel naki ng coal can bring to our
comuni ty.

We can pronote the tourismopportunities of
sout hwestern Al berta al ongsi de a devel opi ng and
prospering netallurgical coal industry and, of
course, to protect the environnent that nakes
our hone so special.

Canada is a global |eader in resource
extraction and has the hi ghest environnental
standards, and Alberta's |leading the way. W
trust the regulatory process is sound and w ||
hol d i ndustries to account. W trust nodern

m ni ng practices and advancenents in technol ogy
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to m ne resources responsi bly and protect our
environnment, trust that our natural resources
can be devel oped and responsi bly and
sust ai nably devel oped in partnership with al
our stakehol ders.

We | ove the Crowsnest Pass. W call it
honme. |'mborn and raised there and been there
for 57 years, and ny wife joined ne in 2004 and
noved to the Crowsnest Pass with ne.

Coal facts. Two types of coal: thernmal and

netal lurgical. Crowsnest Pass has

netal lurgical coal, or "net", it's

hi gh-ranki ng, steel making coal. The

Crowsnest Pass is hone as -- to our nei ghbours

to the west in Sparwood in the Elk Valley, have
one of five of the greatest netallurgical coa
deposits in the world, right in our backyard.

Society's need for steel: d obal demand
for steel and coal needed -- needed to produce
Is growng. So what you see there is -- the
blue Iine is your demand -- or -- sorry -- the
supply, and the grey line is the denmand.

So in twenty -- in and around twenty --
2031 [sic], we're hitting a critical point
where demand is going to outwei gh production.

And that's a significant problem ' cause steel's
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in everything. W need it for everything, and
there's no viable alternatives right nowto
make steel. They're working on it, and we hope
t hey succeed, but nothing is on the horizon.

Wiy we want mning: Gassy Muntain was
m ned 60 years ago and has never been properly
reclaimed. It's not pristine wlderness. Wen
it is done in a responsible environnment manner
and active reclamation is done during post-m ne
life; when it generates jobs and econom c
wel | -being for the communities and its
residents in which residents resides, and
i npacts, to be endorsed and supported by our
citizen -- citizenry, neighbours, and partners,
and we saw that with a vote recently in the
Crowsnest Pass where 72 percent are in favour
of industry devel opnent in the Crowsnest Pass;
when the facts support a viable mne not when
unsupportive rhetoric is against it.

Coal is a four-letter word. Mbdern m ning
practices and technol ogies can nmitigate
envi ronnmental and m ni ng operational risks:
wat er quality, water nmanagenent, and dust
control, et cetera. |It's 2024. W are not
mning like we did in 1970, 1960, or even in

the early '80s when I, nyself, was a coal mnner
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before noving on to a different career.

Steel is required in the construction of
pretty much everything, including all things
for the green transition, windmlls, carbon
capture, electrical transm ssion, solar panels,
el ectric vehicles, et cetera. Steel requires
netallurgical coal. This is a trade-off to
achi eve overall reduced carbon em ssions.

Progressive reclamation. As areas are
m ned out, this area's reclainmed into a sim|ar
state |i ke the surroundi ng ecol ogi cal --
ecol ogi cal systens, including aquatic habitat.
As the mining process continues, reclanmation
bonds can be issued to ensure work is done
properly and can be done safely.

M ning in Canada that has strong
environnmental and ethical standards versus
jurisdictions that not -- results in a net gain
for the decarbonation of the world. W do it
the best in Al berta and Canada. Wiy woul d we
want to push that out to soneone -- or else in
the world? W all live on this big blue
marble, and if we do it bad in other areas, it
still has a negative effect to us.

Talk a little bit about the Crowsnest Pass.

And | think you ve heard a little bit about
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this in -- with other presenters today. In the
Crowsnest Pass, 85 percent of our tax base --
that's of 2020 -- is residential. So what's
our future? How is that sustainable?

Muni ci pal property tax and service costs
continue to increase. W just got a letter in
the mail yesterday fromthe nunicipality of the
Crowsnest Pass that our mlIl rate is going up
yet once again. In 2007, when | noved into ny
current home, ny taxes were $2,500. They're
now 7,000, in a short 15 years.

So is the Crowsnest Pass sustai nabl e?

I ndustry has left the Crowsnest Pass. W don't
have any viable industry right now other than
tourism Qur schools and youth sports have

| ess children. Qur senior service supports are
| acki ng. We have | ess pernanent residents. So
currently close to -- from ny understandi ng,
close to 30 percent of the households in the
Crowsnest Pass are owned by people that don't
live there.

So how is that sustainable in a community?
W have -- in -- is tourisma viable industry
here? 1t can be. W have waited a |long tine
thus far, but it has just not shown the

econom ¢ benefits to provide nortgage-payi ng
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jobs and infrastructure needed for the
comuni ty.

W' ve been waiting 50 years for this.

W' ve been tal king about this for 50 years. |
was 7 when that started. A steel making coa

m ne can provide these -- those nortgage-payi ng
jobs, infrastructure, and support for our

I ndustries and services |ike seniors' |iving
and tourism It's a balance, and we -- it's a
bal ance between tourism and industry, and
that's what works best, and it's proven across
many communities in southern Al berta and ot her
areas in BC and in Alberta as a whol e.

It -- we already have a great exanple of
that within the Crowsnest Pass. W have a golf
course that woul d have never been built outside
of Northback coming in and working with the
gol f course and the community to build a -- a
$26 mllion golf course with access, new
cl ubhouse, and we went froma small vol unteer
nore or less, run golf course to now being one
of the top 50 golf courses in Canada. W are
top five in Alberta. 27 of that -- excuse ne.
Twenty -- 27,000 rounds of golf are played
there, and al nost 70 percent of those are by

tourists or people that are paying green fees.
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That's a huge influx of people. It's only for
five nonths out of the year, though.

Let's talk a little bit about our
nei ghbours because we hear a lot of rhetoric
about how bad Sparwood and Fernie are. As of
2020, the nmunicipal tax rate for residential in
Sparwood was 47 percent. The other 53 percent
Is made up of industry that supports tech or
what's now called "EVR'. Tech and surroundi ng
communi ti es have what's called the "El k Valley
Property Tax Sharing Agreenent". So they've
wor ked together to make benefit for all there.

Tech and community of Sparwood have the
Soci 0o- Communi ty and Econom ¢ Effects Advisory
Commttee, so they work directly with the m ne,
so there's no reason that can't happen here.
And |'msure, |I'mpositive that Northback woul d
be nore than willing to explore those options.

MIlions of dollars of community support
initiatives and donations to various groups,
i ncluding the nmunicipality of Crowsnest Pass,
for folks -- fromthe Pass that work for EVR
Partnership with the First Nations,
nei ghbouring nunicipalities, and busi nesses to
share all of the wealth generated.

This is just a quick slide. | won't get
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all intoit, just in the sense of tine. But
El kford and district, 640 jobs provided by EVR
Sparwood, 825; Fernie, 755. So you al ways hear
that Fernie is the big tourismtown. Tell that
to the 800 famlies that live in that
community, that work in coal m ning.
Cranbr ook, 470 jobs; and Crowsnest Pass,
475 | obs.

Community investnent. Crowsnest Pass has
al ready benefitted fromvarious initiatives,
| ocal enpl oynent prograns and supporting | ocal
busi nesses. In the ten years of exploration
and m ne planning that conpani es have been
wor king in our conmmunity, we have seen mllions
of dollars invested already into the conmunity.
The golf course, as | nentioned, Livingstone
Range School Division lunch program Australia
days, funds to various charities, high school
schol arshi ps, youth ski progranms, sponsorship
to a plethora of groups and clubs in the
conmuni ty.

They're not trying to buy our support;
they're trying to be part of the comunity.

Bottomline: Responsible coal mning
gener at es nortgage- payi ng j obs, supports

devel opnment and infrastructure and econom c
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wel | -being for the communities and its
residents. Yes, coal mning can be done
environnental |y responsi ble. There's many
exanpl es of that.

Yes, there are | egacy practices that were
not awesone. But they're just that; they're
| egacy practi ces.

| f you go for a knee replacenent to the
hospital, you don't ask for the one that they
put in in 1980. You ask for the one that's in
2024.

A bal ance of industry and tourism can
exi st, and we can get the infrastructure needed
for tourismso when this project is conplete,
we actually have a viable community that can
support the tourismthat's needed to support

the community.

Grassy Mountain can be reclained. It's
never been reclainmed. | grew up there.
hi ked around there. It's not pristine

wi | der ness.

Qur group has gotten the word out in
several different -- different npdes: nedia,
soci al nedi a, stakehol der nedias, farners
mar kets, presentations, signs and nore signs

that we've put up. And we've had a | ot of

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 64

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

support, not only in the Crowsnest Pass but

across southern Al berta. Thank you for that.
W are a coal town, and the web pages are

there. I'mgoing to turn it over to ny |ovely

wi fe, and she has a statenent. Thank you very

much.
THE CHAI R Just before you
| eave the mc, | have a question.

Sorry. M. LaCasse.
M LACASSE: | just wanted to
remnd wtnesses to not speak too quickly. |
know it's particularly tough when you're
readi ng script, but just so that the court

reporter can capture everything you're saying.

T. LI NDERVAN: | was trying to save
tinme.
THE CHAI R: Thank you.

| have a question for you, before you sit
down. Sorry. | wll give you a chance to have
your statenent.
The Panel Questions the Presenter
THE CHAI R You tal ked about
your nenbership. Wuld you hel p ne understand,
what' s your nenbership nunber of your
organi zation, and where do they primarily

reside? Is it in Alberta, split between
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Al berta and BC?
T. LI NDERVAN: So our nenbership
Is -- varies, but the vast majority reside in
the Crowsnest Pass. W have a group of about
ten of us that act as a -- a chair and board in
the sense of a grassroots, non-profit
organi zation. R ght now | believe we have
cl ose to 400.
C. LI NDERVAN: So we have al nost
900 Facebook followers, and our email
nmenber shi p goes out to about 600 peopl e.
THE CHAI R 600 people. Thank
you.

Thank you very nuch.
COWM SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Sorry. | just had
one quick one as well before you sit down.

| noticed that in the early part of the
presentation, you had a YouTube vi deo enbedded,
and | know you didn't play it today, but could
you maybe explain what the video is?
T. LI NDERVAN: The video is right
of f of the Northback website.
Ckay.
So it's a video -- drone footage of the actual
mne site and what it | ooks |ike today.

kay. So we are famliar with that. Thank
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you. | just wanted to check.
M LACASSE: Madam Chair, can we
have that marked as the next exhibit, 99?
THE CHAI R Any obj ection from
Nort hback? No. Yes, please.
EXH BIT 99 - Citizens Supportive of
Crowsnest Coal Presentation
THE CHAI R Pl ease proceed.

Direct Evidence of Ctizens Supportive of

Crowsnest Coal - Carnen Linderman
C. LI NDERVAN: Ckay. So ny nane is
Carnmen Linderman. |'macting on behalf of the

group of G tizens Supportive of Crowsnest Coal,
CSCC. I'mdirector of this nonprofit

organi zation that supports netallurgica

steel maki ng coal mning in our region, the
Crowsnest Pass, where the Grassy Muntain
project and the specific drilling program has
been proposed.

Qur group has submtted a statenent of
concern in support of Northback's application
for adrilling programto achieve the
necessary -- to receive the necessary
i nformation to support environnentally
responsi bl e devel opnent of Grassy Muntain net

coal. 300 nenbers of our region signed a
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petition attached with our statenent of concern
in just a few short days.

The majority of local residents believe
that they will be directly and inversely
negatively inpacted if the drill program
devel opnment does not proceed by not benefitting
fromthe high-paying jobs, providing industrial
tax base that will reduce residential taxes,

di versify our econony, and provi de sustai nable
regi onal age popul ati on dynam cs and build the
necessary infrastructure to maintain and
devel op our community to hel p conpl enent and
support our industries such as tourism

Qur organi zation represents busi nesses and
people that are currently profiting froml oca
m ni ng conpani es |ike Northback. These fol ks
either work with conpanies that do m ning or
busi nesses that m ning conpani es are procuring
goods and services from Additionally, sone of
our nmenbers just want to see the benefit and
econom c expansion that a project like this
could bring. Even a drilling program stands to
econom cal |y support businesses and residents.

Qur region has been bl essed with high
quality netallurgical coal. W believe that

nodern m ning practices, mne design, and
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advancenent in technol ogy, we can and shoul d
m ne our resources responsibly and protect our
environnment that we |love and call honme. W
need to see the reclamation of Grassy Mountain
coal mne that was previously abandoned when
they didn't have any environnental standards
and responsibility that we do today.

None of this can happen w thout taking the
first step, a step specifically instructed by
the JRP of 2021 by the Al berta governnment to
take. Let Northback do the initial studies and
exploration required to push this project
forward in the future to design a line that
wi Il protect the citizens' waterways and
| andscapes of Alberta. This leads us to
question why there's a public hearing on this
drilling programto begin wth.

Qur group attended a trade show in
Pi ncher Creek, our neighbouring comunity, to
the east of us in April 26 and 27. W received
overwhel m ng positive response on our petition
of support that will go to legislature
presented by our MLA: 320 signatures fromthe
trade show in just two days.

We had another 1,400 -- sorry -- our group

attended -- our group attends Crowsnest Pass
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communities farnmers' markets where we received
anot her 1,400 in-person face-to-face
signatures. This has so nuch nore wei ght than
an online petition because we had the
opportunity to personally speak to hundreds of
people. 1,700-plus agreed with our position,
and on Novenber 25th, full-tine residents
headed to the polls and voted 72 percent in
favour of the Grassy Mountain project.

As a |l ocal |eader who represents other
| ocal residents, businesses, and stakehol ders
i n support of this project, we feel backed
agai nst a corner, having our chances to prosper
exti ngui shed over unfounded fear.

Local residents are frustrated by anti-coal
canpai gns causi ng unnecessary delay of a
drilling project causing significant econom c
consequences. Anti-coal canpai gns have zero
proof or evidence of any negative inpact and
use specul atory | anguage |i ke "maybe" and
"mght". It is the Alberta Energy Regulator's
duty to assess each project under its own
nerits and not use the exanples from projects
wi th | egacy issues.

It is also the duty of the AER to nmake sure

that all statenents of concerns are rel evant
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and specific. W fail to understand why
Josefine Singh from Ednonton, 600-pl us

kil onetres away north of a project, is directly
inpacted. It's also hard to understand why

bl anket statenents nmade -- made by

envi ronnmental activist groups such as CPAWS,

Al berta -- Alberta -- Alberta WIderness

Soci ety, Canada Parks and W/ derness Soci ety,

Ti mberwol f Society, and -- I'msorry. | don't
know how to say this one -- Pekisko Goup are
bei ng considered. Corb Lund, a country nusic
singer who clains that he will be -- that he is
wel | aware of the specifics and yet refuses to
acknow edge the provincial, federal, and US
regul atory studies and reports and continues to
say that it's very selfish to continue to act

| i ke downstream users are not affected,
generating fear and division against the --
fear and division in Al berta against the
Crowsnest Pass.

Nort hback's first application was denied in
2021, and in Decenber of 2021, the coal policy
Commttee's final report qualified G assy
Mount ai n as an advanced coal project on
Category 4 land. The denial of this program

wi |l have detrinental inpacts to investnent
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Al berta -- detrinental inpacts to investnent in
Al berta. There is no reason why we shoul dn't
nove forward with this project.

In Alberta, we are global |eaders in
resource extraction and exploration, doing it
nore environnentally friendly and nore
regul ated than anywhere else in the world.

So with all that being said, how do we nove
on fromthis? How do we nove forward? W stop
listening to unfounded fear and unproven fear,
and we follow the rules and regul ations put in
pl ace by the Al berta Energy Regulator. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

Any questions? No?

Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

So next on the schedul e we have Coal
Associ ation of Canada.

ROBI N CAMPBELL, Affirnmed

Direct Evidence of Coal Association of Canada -
Robi n Canpbel |

R CAMPBELL: Good norning. My
name i s Robin Canpbell --

THE CHAI R Coul d you nove the
m cr ophone cl oser, please.

R CAMPBELL: Oh, there we go.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.

R CAMPBELL.: Can you hear ne now?
THE CHAI R Yes.

R CAMPBELL: Ckay.

THE CHAI R Thank you.

R CAMPBELL.: Ckay. Thanks to the

Panel for allow ng the Coal Association of
Canada to present today.

My nanme is Robin Canpbell, and I'mthe
presi dent of the Coal Association. Wile |
will not get into the intimte details of the
drilling application program | believe it is
i nportant for the Panel and the audience to
understand what is going on in the coal
i ndustry at honme and abroad. It is within this
context | hope the Panel sees the inportance of
this drilling application and the subseguent
mne application as it relates to the people of
t he Crowsnest Pass, the surrounding
muni ci palities, the province, and the country.

Wiile coal field industrial revolution is
inportant, it is no less today than it was at
the turn of the 19th century, its inportance
t hrough two world wars and countless conflicts,
even as we see today. Think about the conflict

in the Wkraine right now and the steel that's
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bei ng used to produce the ammunition and the
weapons so the people of Ukraine continue to
have their freedons. Think of what's goi ng on
in Israel and the Gaza Strip right now as we
continue to watch those fights continue; that's
all steel. They're going to need the steel to
build the infrastructure that you know has been
destroyed unfortunately because of the war and
t he bonbs that have been dropped over the

com ng years.

THE CHAI R Sorry, M. Canpbell.
Can | ask you to speak slowy because | see --
R CAMPBELL: Yes. No -- yeah.
THE CHAI R -- funme comng up
over there.

R CAMPBELL: | can honestly say

that | have burnt out nore than one court

reporter. | apologize. | -- ny tinme doing al
this stuff, yeah, | understand the inportance
of talking slowly, and | -- if you just go like
that, 1'lIl slow down. Ckay?

THE CHAI R Wl Il do.

R CAMPBELL.: Thank you very nuch.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

R CAMPBELL: To be able to defend

our freedons, to continue to devel op our
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countries and continue to enjoy the lifestyle
we now | ead, we need steel. W need

hi gh-quality coal that is preval ent along the
eastern sl opes of the Rockies, and none is
better than in the Crowsnest Pass area.

I'"d like to address six points: Nunber 1,
the types of coal: anthracite, bitum nous,
subbi tum nous, and lignite. And the reason |
want to talk about this is people get thernal
coal and steel making coal m xed up. Al they
t hi nk about is the coal for power -- a power
devel opnent, and they don't understand the
difference. So | think it's inportant for the
Panel to understand the difference.

Probably the cl eanest burning coal is, of
course, anthracite, and it was used widely for
heati ng hones, but its reserves have now been
wi dely exhausted. So if you think of the
Appal achi a area, Pennsylvania, Chio, West
Virginia, all were anthracite-devel oped States
and was used -- and that coal was used
wor | dwi de.

The | owest quality, of course, is lignite,
and that's -- was primarily used for
electricity. So in Alberta, Saskatchewan, you

get into Nova Scotia, you have a lot of lignite

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 75

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

reserves, and of course in Alberta we're using
that to produce power for -- for a nunber of
years.

In this region, we're widely blessed with
huge reserves of coking coal or netallurgic
coal or we like to call -- use [sic] it as
steel making coal. It is a subbitum nous coal,
and it's a hard coking coal and sone of the
best in the world.

This quality of coal and this great of coa
can produce good quality coke, and coke is
essential in the blast furnace process of
maki ng steel. So to have high-quality steel,
you need high-quality coke. O course, the
demand for this type of coal is coupled with
t he demand of steel.

The coal we have in Al berta along the
eastern slopes is in conparison to the coal
fields of Australia. And the reason | bring
that up is 'cause Australia is one of the
| argest netal lurgical coal exporters in the
worl d, and we can conplete with them when it
cones to quality.

Qur coal burns well. It's low in sulphur,
ash, phosphorous, and noisture. O course, as

| said before, there are several types of
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steel making coal. There's hard, nedi um

sem -soft, and pul verized. Again, we're

bl essed with the fact that we have hard coking
coal along the eastern sl opes.

In 2018, Alberta was the | eading coa
producer in Canada. Unfortunately, because of
policies set by a previous governnent in 2023,
BC was able to take over as the | eading coal
producer. In Alberta, it is |owto nmedium
vol atil e ranked coal .

It is inportant to note that there's
33 billion tons of coal in Al berta.

29.3 billion is subbitum nous, and 3.8 billion
are bitum nous, and these are AER nunbers.

When we | ook at the steel industry, we
continue to see growth around the world,
especially in devel oping countries, of course
led by India. In fact, steel production in
India is going through the roof. |In fact,
steel production will grow by 30 percent by
2050. Thi nk about the nunber of tons of steel
that are produced now W're talking mllions
of tons. That nunber's going to increase by
30 percent. And those nunmbers | think are
conservative. |1've read where there's people

saying that the steel industry will increase by
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50 percent.

O course, this directly relates to the
I ncrease in coal production of which investors
will continue to | ook towards coal reserves in
Western Canada. Everything we use in everyday
tasks uses steel: infrastructure,
transportation, agriculture.

If you're a fan of renewabl e energy, you're
a fan of steel. Each new negawatt of sol ar
panel s requires between 35 to 45 tons of steel.
Each new negawatt of wi nd power requires 120 to
180 tons of steel. It also takes 600 to
1,000 tons of concrete which needs fly ash for
its production. And, of course, you get fly
ash from coal

So a 2-negawatt turbine is made up of -- of
260 tons of steel that requires 300 tons of
iron ore and 170 tons of coking coal. All of
It needs to be transported and produced with
hydrocar bons. And, of course, as you conme down
into Pincher Creek, what do you see? Wnd
turbines. So think about the nunber of
turbines you're | ooking at and think about the
amount of steel and the anmount of coal that had
to go into that process to nmake sure that those

t ur bi nes were standing.
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VWhen it comes to solar, stainless steel is

the preferred option. And so, again, you know,

good quality steel, good quality coal. If you
i ke your toaster, thank coal. |If you drove
here, thank coal. Your phone, your tablets,

your conputer, coal made it happen.

In 2022, Canada produced 47 mllion tons of
coal . 59 percent was steel making coal. Coal
provi des jobs for over 40,000 Canadi ans. Think
about that nunmber: 40,000 Canadi ans. When you
| ook at wage earners that pay taxes in Canada,
coal mners were in the top 5 percent of
Canadi ans.

Next door in BC, 6,500 jobs created,
$137, 000 average annual conpensati on.

28 mllion of government revenue generated. |
spent the majority of ny working life in the
coal industry. |I'ma fourth-generation coal
m ner. So people say, you know, you're the
presi dent of the Coal Association; you're a

| obbyist. No. [|I'ma coal mner.

| started in the mnes in 1978 in Hi nton,
Al berta, and | worked in those m nes unti l
2008. You know, | started ny -- | started ny
mning in 1972 in Sudbury, Ontario, as a nickel

m ner, and when | graduated from university, |

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 79

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

nmoved fromthere to the iron ore m nes west of
Thunder Bay, Ontario, in an area called

Ati kokan, and fromthere, | cane to the coa

m nes. Broke ny nother's heart. | was the
first person in our famly not to go to the
coal mnes. | went to university. Left

uni versity, went back to the m nes.

She coul dn't understand why, and | can tell
you that, you know, it's in your blood. |If
you're a coal mner, you're a coal mner. CQur
famly's been through all kinds of tribulations
in the coal industry. [|'ve lost uncles to
deat h t hrough bl ack lung, through m ne
col | apses. W've lost, you know, famly
nmenbers through |ayoffs, but we've always been
resilient, and we've always cone back.

And, you know, when |I worked for the United
M ne Workers of America, | |ooked after this
region. | used to conme down here all the tine

into the Crowsnest Pass area and into Fernie

and into Sparwood. |'ve |ooked after people
with black lung clains. | did all their
conpensation. You know, | know the rich

history in this area that was here.
When we go to Hillcrest every year and

celebrate Mner's Day, the Hillcrest disaster,
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peopl e do not forget.

So |l think it's inmportant, you know, as
a -- as a past mner and -- you know, the m nes
were good to ny -- nmy -- ny children. M
daughters worked in the m nes and put
t hensel ves through university by working sumrer
j obs, and, you know, one's a doctor now. One's
I n communi cations with the Al berta Governnent,
and they've done quite well, but they were able
to get a good educati on because of the coal
m nes.

And when | look at this -- ook at this
area and | think about all the people that |
used to visit when | canme down here and | think
about the rich history and | think, you know,
about the projects that could be back in this
area and the jobs it will create and the chance
for people with famlies that want to stay here
can stay here and have a good I|iving.

You know, it's interesting, our individuals
from Crowsnest Pass tal king about tourism |
live in Jasper, Alberta. Well, | did live in
Jasper, Alberta. | just lost nmy house in a
fire, the forest fires that went through there.
But, you know, you tal k about tourism and, you

know, I'mIlucky. | run a guiding business, but
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| have other inconme, so | do quite well.

But | talk to a |lot of people that cone to
Jasper to work in the tourismindustry, and a
| ot of themare foreign workers. They cone
from Mexi co; they cone fromthe Phili ppines.
They don't have the ability just to work one
job in the tourismindustry. They're working
three, sonme of themfour jobs, and they're
living wiwth four, five, six people in a house
because that's what it takes to pay the rent.

And -- you know, so is there a chance for
touri smand can tourismsurvive? | think
there's probably a niche for it, but | think
that tourismcan also survive with the coal
m ne.

| remenber going through the Chevi ot
hearings in H nton, Al berta, when | worked at
Cardinal River and we were devel opi ng the
Chevi ot mne, and everybody tal ked about how
the Cheviot mne was going to inpact Jasper
Nati onal Park. And we went through two full
heari ngs. W went through a nunber of judicial
reviews, and at the end of the day, the Chevi ot
mne got built. And the Cheviot mne had no
i npact at all on Jasper National Park or the

tourismindustry.
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As a matter of fact, you know, one of the
things that mners at Cardinal River were proud
of was the environnental standards that we set.
The fact that when | went to the mne in 1978
there was no elk on the property. There's now
a herd there of over 250 elk. Bighorn sheep
that were -- that were brought into the area,
and they cane, and they lived in the mne site.
Because of the high walls, they had ability to
escape their predators. Wth the ungul ates
cane the carnivores, so grizzly bears, wolves,
coyotes, all of these animals cane into the
mne site. And it's quite the ecosystem

And so | think when you | ook down here at
the Crowsnest Pass, | think you have the
ability to do all that down here, and that's
why | think it's inportant that we nove
forward

| want to tal k about bl ast furnaces and
EAF, which is electronic [sic] arc furnaces,
and there's lots of tal k about green steel.

And | can say to you right now that green steel
Is a pipe dream The anount of energy, the
el ectricity that you' re going to need to run an
el ectric arc furnace, we just don't have it,

and we're not going to have it.
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If you |look at the United States right now
where they're tal king about going electric arc
furnace, they don't have the energy right now
to run Al. And a nunber of the coal-fired
generating plants in the United States that
wer e supposed to be shut down now are not going
to be. They're going to continue to burn coal
because they need the energy.

So when | look at -- you know, when you
hear about green steel, you know, there's no
way that the costs of producing green steel are
going to be able to conpete with traditiona
steel producers, and of course, as you know,
one of the largest steel producers in the world
is China. And China has the ability to sel
their steel at whatever market price they want,
and so, you know, that's one of the reasons you
have the Rust Belt in the States.

The Anerican steel industry that was
t hrough Chi o, you know, through C evel and,
through the Geat Lakes, they just couldn't
conpete with Chinese steel because of | abour
costs and the fact that the dollar was -- was
so high. The Chinese just took over the
I ndustry.

So when you tal k about funding for green
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steel, right now they're tal ki ng about

23 billion euros to have in place for research
by 2030. 23 billion euros. Think about that.
Where that noney's going to go?

Carbon steel is still the best steel in the
world. So as | said earlier, when |I | ooked at
the Crowsnest Pass and the Elk Valley, it's an
area of rich coal mning history, and it's rich
in future projects. There's a nunber of areas
al ong the eastern slopes that wll provide
tremendous econom c opportunities for people in
this region. These people deserve the
opportunity to continue that rich history.

One | ast point to consider, when tech
resources solid their assets, it was no
surprise that dencore, one of the | argest
m ning conpanies in the world, bought it.
What' s overl ooked by many, though, is the
5 percent ownership by both N ppon Steel of
Japan and POSCO out of South Korea, they are
securing a supply of good coking coal. They
woul d not be investing in Canada if they didn't
think there was going to be a need for that
coal noving forward.

This drilling application is the first

step, but it's an inportant first step. So |
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ask the Panel to | ook at the evidence, | ook
what's happening down in this area from an
econom ¢ point of view, and realize the
i nportance of the drilling application and the
subsequent application as we nove forward.
Thank you for listening to ne. 1'd be
happy to answer any questions you m ght have.
THE CHAI R Thank you,
M. Canpbell.
| have no questions. Thank you very mnuch.
So next on the agenda, | have M. Corb
Lund.
CORB LUND, Affirmed
Di rect Evidence of Corb Lund

C. LUND: Mor ni ng.
THE CHAI R Good nor ni ng.
C. LUND: To start with, 1'd

i ke to thank our previous environnent mnister
for his ringing endorsenent of the coal m nes.
My name is Corb Lund, and |I'ma sixth
generation -- we're just waiting a mnute to

swear in our next expert.

THE CHAI R So just a quick
procedural matter. | hear that M. Lee Eddy
wi Il be providing sone evidence; is that
correct --
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C. LUND: Yes.
THE CHAI R -- with you?

| need to ask Northback if they have any
obj ection because it's a bit off script.

M | GNASI AK: Thank you, Madam
Chair. Martin Ignasiak for Northback.

W weren't aware of this. Wat | would
propose is we sinply treat this as the ongoi ng
limted participant session. M. Eddy -- I'm
not sure what his area is, but I think we just
treat it as limted participant tine, as
M. Lund's tine, and we'll make subnm ssions at
the end of the technical hearing in terns of
how to treat all expert or alleged expert
evi dence and what to do with it at that tine,
if that's appropriate for the Panel.

THE CHAI R: Yes. Thank you.

Pl ease proceed.

C. LUND: Thank you. Yeah, ny
nane's Corb Lund. |'ma sixth-generation

Al bertan. Both sides of ny famly have been in
the ag industry for 120 years. |I'ma

| andowner. | help with the famly ranch that
we've had in the famly since the turn of the
century. | play nusic for aliving. | wite

songs about this area, this region, and | sing
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themall over the place, all over the world.
| was brought into this issue by sone
simlar generational famly ranching people
further north on the sl opes when they were
concerned about coal mning that was

potential |y happeni ng back in 2020.

In nmy 30 years of public -- being, | guess,

a public figure, an entertainer, |'ve never
ever spoken publicly on a political issue.
|'ve stayed out of the fray and remai ned an
artist and not weighed in on anything.

"' mnonpartisan. | don't have any
affiliation or love for any of the political
parties. |I'malso not anti-resource. |
understand that in the nodern world we need
things. W need raw materials. W need
manuf act ured goods. That doesn't nean that
every project is autonmatically worth doing.
Every project obviously has to be assessed on
its own nerit, including this one.

| also don't like it when entertainers
wei gh in on issues that they don't understand.
So when | was first approached by the -- the
ranching famlies to support themin their
fight against coal mnes, | spent about six

weeks educating nyself. | wasn't touring. |
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was hone. | spent hundreds of hours of ny own
time neeting with many, many peopl e, dozens and
dozens of people fromall sides of the issue.
| think I net with nore pro-coal people than
anti-coal people. | nmet with -- I've nmet with
a couple of coal CEGCs, M. Canpbell hinself, at
| east four governnment mnisters, M.As from both
sides of the aisle, MLA -- MPs, rather --
federal MPs from both sides of the aisle, as
wel | as scientists, conservationists, hunters,
ranchers, irrigating farners, toxicologists;
and | gave it a fair shot. | didn't -- |
didn't have a dog in the fight going into it.
I -- I wanted to understand the issue before |
spoke on it.

So | gave it a fair shake, and I -- |
| ooked at it, and as a thinking person, |
have -- had to cone to the conclusion that
having a coal mne at the headwaters of our --
of our ddman River is just a terrible idea,
both econom cally and for our water. And I
don't understand why we're doing it, frankly.
| -- 1 nean, the Adman, it's -- it's never --
| don't think it would ever be a good idea, but
particul arly now when anyone in agriculture can

tell you that we're in a -- a nultiyear drought
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and the water allocations are overall ocated
al ready.

| al so know this hearing's about
exploration, but as M. Garbutt nentioned, it's
clear to everyone in the roomthat the
exploration is with mning and mnes. So |
understand that. I'm-- I'm-- |'maware of
the purpose of this. I'm-- I"'mstill going to
speak about the effects of mning itself.

| al so understand that everything has a
cost. People have spoken up about agriculture
having a cost; certainly does. So does oil and
gas. So does your iPhone. Anything in a
nodern society with 8 or 9 billion people is
going to have a cost. But on a scale of risk
versus reward, the -- the spectrumof -- of,
you know, benefits for Al bertans versus costs,

in ny opinion, coal mnes are way beyond

anything |'ve ever seen before. |'m going
to -- the -- 1 don't think it nmakes sense --
sense for our water or economcally -- I'm

going to attack the water part first or address
it.

Coal mines -- open-pit coal mnes
traditionally and historically pollute our

wat er .
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Is there a tinmer here, or do you just tel

me?

THE CHAI R ' m keeping tine.
C. LUND: Ckay.

THE CHAl R Don't worry.

C. LUND: Sorry. Yeah.

Coal -- coal mnes historically pollute water
sources, both river water and -- and

groundwater. And no matter what Northback or
any of the other mning conpanies | talked to a
couple of years ago tell us, | don't see the
evidence that there's any way to mtigate
seleniumin groundwater or rivers, especially
groundwater. \When it gets under the water,
there's -- | don't see how you can get rid of
it. It's -- it's mles under -- underground.
So you can --

We' ve been tal king about Teck a little bit
this norning over in the Elk Valley in BC. You
don't -- you don't have to go hal fway across
the globe to see Alberta's future if we |et
these mnes in at the headwaters of our rivers.

| talked to an old-tiner a couple weeks ago
in Cranbrook who's lived nost of his life in
and around the m nes since -- since they've

been put in. He says he's hearing identical
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statenents from Northback and the

Al berta-facing coal conpanies as he did from
Teck years ago when Teck went in. He says that
Teck prom sed there would not be contam nati on.
If there was, they would mtigate it. They
woul d be stewards of the water, et cetera, et
cetera. They've done none of that. | keep
heari ng peopl e tal ki ng about Sparwood and --
and Fernie. No matter what you think about
Sparwood and Fernie, ny understanding is that
you can't drink the well water there anynore
because of sel eni um contam nati on.

Al'so, | think the proof is in the pudding
because Teck has been fined record |evels of
fines over and over and over for polluting, and
apparently the fines aren't big enough because
they just treat it as a line itemand just keep
on mning. The -- the fines really should be
bi g enough to bankrupt the conpany if they have
pollution transgressions, | think. But Teck
has recently divested of that mning area. |
don't know why, but they decided it's a better
I dea not to be there for whatever reason.

| did neet wwth M. Young and M. Canpbell,
as well as a fellow nanmed Doyle from-- from

Mont em anot her coal conpany, and | -- we
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had -- they're all nice people; this isn't
personal. But | didn't hear any -- any
definitive solutions fromthemon mtigating

sel eni um cont am nati on.

Water -- water is a huge -- everyone drinks
the water, and there -- there are real threats
to the water. And soneone recently -- one of

the pro-coal people nentioned evidence, |
think. There's plenty of evidence to show that
sel eni um cones from coal m nes, contam nates
the water, ruins the aquatic |life environnment,
Is toxic to humans, is bad for agriculture
down the -- downstream This whole thing --
"Il get into the economcs of it.

| have to address this referendumi ssue
in -- in Crowsnest Pass. The m nes are not
going to be -- ny understanding is that the
mnes are not going to be located in the
muni ci pality of Crowsnest Pass. They're going
to be located in Ranchland [sic] MD. Ranchl and
MD s city -- town council, whatever you --
county council, whatever it's called, has --
has unani nously vot ed agai nst having the m nes.
And if you want to have a referendum if they
have one in Ranchl ands, |'m al nbst certain that

the results woul d be al nost the opposite. And,
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as well, it's -- tone -- 1 -- 1 -- forgive ne.
| don't renenber her nane, the |ady that spoke
before nme -- nentioned ne -- nentioned people
tal ki ng about the selfishness of the

Crowsnest Pass's interests in this. "Il --
"Il -- 1"ll reiterate it; | think it's

breat htakingly selfish -- and | have not hi ng
agai nst people in the Crowsnest Pass, but it's
got to be proportional. Like, it's

breat htakingly selfish to ne for themto talk
about their jobs and their famlies and pul
your heart strings about enotional famly
stori es about m ning.

| mean, | have no problemw th the history
of mning. | get it. Like, Lethbridge was
founded on m ning decades ago. | -- |
understand that. It doesn't nmean it has a
pl ace in our future.

Anyway, it's -- it's very selfish to ne
when there are 200, 000 peopl e downstream usi ng
the water, huge econom c interests using the
wat er, including agriculture, which has
traditionally been a steadfast and steady
i ncone for -- for Al bertans for 120 years,
unli ke mning, which is nmuch nore sporadic.

There are mllions and mllions and
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mllions of dollars' worth of food processing
plants in Lethbridge, where | live, and the
water fromthe A dman is used directly for

Let hbridge water drinkers. | drink it nyself.

This is another issue. A couple people
this norning have referred to ne as a country
singer or an entertainer, and that's totally
true; but I"'malso a water drinker. |'mnot on
a jet fromHollywod conming into -- to scold
people. M famly's been here as |ong as
anybody as -- as Europeans, and | personally
drink the water. So do ny famly. So do ny
friends. W irrigate out of it. W -- our --
our animals drink it. So we're very directly
affected by this.

And the scale of it is -- | nean, | have
synpat hy for people who need jobs in the Pass.
| get it. But it's proportional. A few
hundred j obs versus the potential to ruin the
wat er for thousands and thousands and thousands
of people downstream as well as econonically
IS -- 1s -- just doesn't nmake any sense to ne.

Fiscally, you have to weigh those jobs
agai nst ag jobs and tourismjobs, and it's --
you know, it's a bal ancing act, of course.

But, you know, even aside fromthat, even if
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that pencilled out, | personally guarantee as
a -- as a -- everyone knows where | live. |
live in Lethbridge; I"'measy to find. | -- |

will stake nmy reputation that if these mnes go
in 10 years fromnow, 20 years from now,

30 years from-- sone tine -- at sone point the
tax payer's going to be on the hook for a huge
cleanup bill. | -- I"msure of it. In ny
heart and my mnd, | just knowit's going to
happen. It happens all the tine.

We're |l ooking at -- we read constantly
about liabilities for orphan wells. I'm-- |
don't want to be aggressive, but the sane AER
that | suppose is ultimtely responsible for
that situation is responsible for controlling
and regul ating these coal mnes. And |I'm
sorry. Albertans just don't trust it. And I
hate to say that, but a lot of us don't trust
it.

And -- and | don't -- | hear all the tine,
Trust the process; we have the best
regul ati ons; we have governnent in place to
protect us fromthese things. | don't think we
do. | really don't think we do.

When you | ook at a nunber of things that

have happened in Al berta and the anount of
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pollution that's gone on -- and I'mnot a
raging lefty eco person. M fanmly are ag
people. But, | nean, we drink the water. The
water is the key thing here. And | just don't
trust that the conpanies care about it enough
to keep it clean or -- or our governnent has
enough teeth to prevent themfromdoing it.

And | gotta say too, | don't care how many
gol f courses they build or how many park
benches they paint. | nean, Northback is a
corporation driven by profit. That's all they
care about. And it's ridiculously naive to
think that painting a park bench and fixing up
a golf course when it's a tiny proportion of
what they're going to nake on this from our
coal is enough to -- is enough to sw ng things.

This is an old story. This is a resource
conpany com ng in, throw ng noney around
everywhere, buying people off, in ny opinion,
and -- and -- and in influencing -- in ny
opi ni on again, influencing the governnent,

li ke, to act against the interests of the
majority of Albertans. There's been poll after
poll that shows 70 to 80 percent of Al bertans
want no part of any new mnes in the Rockies.

So why are we here again.
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It brings up another point. | don't want
to grandstand, but I've spent literally
hundreds of hours of ny own tine on this, and
the last thing | wanted to | earn about was coal
mnes. | have no interest in coal mnes. |
understand we need steel. | understand al
those things. Again, it doesn't nean just
because we need steel for our vehicles and our
bui |l di ngs -- doesn't nean that every mne is
appropriate. GCkay? But |'ve spent nmuch of ny
own personal tinme on this and so have all the
ranchers involved in this, and a whole | ot of
the people that are against coal have spent so
much of their own tinme on this.

And |I'm sure these | awers are being paid.
['"'msure M. Canpbell's being paid. |'msure
M. Young's being paid. |1'msure the
governnent people are being paid. W're not
being paid. And here we are again for the
second tine having to fight the sanme exact m ne
that we -- we thought we beat two years ago.

Li ke, as everyone here knows, the -- the
Grassy Mountain was -- was denied by the JRP,
the Joint Review Panel, which includes, |
believe, the AER as well as the federal people.

There were appeals, | believe, multiple
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appeal s. Those were not -- those were deni ed.
The polling anong Al bertans is so strongly
agai nst these coal mnes. | don't understand
why we're doing it. But here we are again
using our own tine doing the job that our
gover nnent shoul d be doing for us, frankly.
And | don't know if this is a function of noney
bei ng thrown around or why our governnent IS SO
bent on pushing these m nes.

|"ve -- |'ve tal ked to so many M.As, and
it's just push, push, push. And it doesn't
make any political sense to ne. | guess nmaybe
"' mignorant of the process, but | think
there's noney invol ved, personally.
THE CHAI R: M. Lund --
C. LUND: | woul d ask the AER
to say no to this exploration on behalf of the
maj ority of Al bertans.
THE CHAI R So just since |I'm
ti nekeeper as well, you're 15 mnutes in, so if
you want your --
C. LUND: l"msorry. Can you
repeat that?
THE CHAI R You're 15 m nutes
in.

C. LUND: kay. Yeah, | would
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i ke to paraphrase. | was asked by two groups
of First Nations people who have different

opi nions than their | eadership to read
statenents. | don't have time to read this
one, but it's fromthe Piikani comunity group,
Mountain Child Valley Society. 1In a nutshell,
they say they are very nuch against the coa

m nes. Though they're for economc

devel opnent, they don't think it should be at
t he expense of our environnent and our water,
and they say this on behalf of a great part of
their community, and they say they are not in
agreenent with their chiefs.

Anot her person who's nane is Terry Fox
who's a nenber of the Kai nai Sundance Soci ety
has a nmuch nore succinct nessage: H s nessage
was: (as read)

Forei gn coal conpanies, you're not

wel come in Bl ackfoot country.

I"'mgoing to give the rest of nmy tine to

M. Lee, who is an expert in the effects of

sel enium of agriculture. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, M. Lund.
LEE EDDY, Affirnmed

Direct Evidence of Lee Eddy

L. EDDY: Yes. Hello, nmy name
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Is Lee Eddy. I'mw th Blue Rock Ani nal
Nutrition, and I got interested inthis --

THE CHAI R You need to restart
so they can capture what you said. Can you
restart, please, and speak slow y?

L. EDDY: My nanme Lee Eddy,
and | amw th Blue Rock Animal Nutrition. [|'m
an owner of that and have 12 enpl oyees. W
deal with cattle producers, mainly cowcalf
operations, and ny concern cane when | | ooked
at the potential problens that could cause the
feedlots on feedl ot alley.

And this is by bioaccunul ati on, which was
proven by the Kiersten [phonetic] -- I'mtrying
to contract everything -- Kiersten reservoir
down in San Francisco. It's been well proven
that irrigation will bioaccunul ate sel eni um

The problemwith it is we do not know how nuch

water in -- or how nuch seleniumin the water
wi |l cause this to happen. [It's not very nmuch.
It's like salt, sodium You can kill the soi

with water that has high sodium but it is okay
for people to drink.

The same thing can happen with sel eni um
It will formseleniumsalts on the soil, and

when the runoff happens, it wll go into --
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back into the river and cause hi gh sel eni um

| evel s. This has been shown at Bel ews Lake
down in North Carolina. The coal-powered fire
pl ant was shut down, but by bi oaccumnul ati on
downstream of that, it's going to take another
ten years to clean up the selenium and it's
still toxic to fish downstream of the Bel ews
Lake in North Carolina.

The other one is Kendrick and Wom ng.
Irrigated alfalfa with high seleniumlevels in
the water. 15 percent of that alfalfa was
not -- was toxic to cattle because of the
sel enium | evel s.

Now, | have not heard very nuch about
downst r eam bi oaccumul ation in any of this, and
this is where ny concernis. Dr. Lemy in
Bel ews Lake al so connected intensive |livestock
operations with bioaccumul ati on 'cause what
happens -- it's nuch |ike DDT: The higher up
you go in the food chain, the nore concentrated
t he product cones, and seleniumis this.

The thing is the manure is highly -- got
hi gh I evel s of seleniumwhich may run off into
the rivers. |f you have a high water event
that wll increase the seleniumlevel going

back into the rivers, even though upriver of it
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it mght be alot lower, and this is all a
result of bioaccumnulation.

So -- and how nuch tinme do | have left?
THE CHAI R: Four or five

m nutes, but take your tinme. Sorry.

L. EDDY: Four or five
m nut es?
THE CHAI R Yeah, 'cause

collectively you had 20 m nutes, and we are

still not quite at 20 m nutes.
L. EDDY: Ckay. Yeah. Like,
this is ny concern: W'Il have a nultiplier

ef fect downstream of sel enium even though it
m ght cone out very low but still higher than
it is right now at the mne or wherever --
wherever the water cones fromthe mne. But as
it goes downstream and especially in drought
conditions, it will increase its concentration
in the water which will get used for
irrigation. Then it bioaccunul ates, and then
it raises it up

Like, in the Wom ng situation, the -- it
raised -- the seleniumand plant tissue was,
i ke, 10,000 tines higher than the water. The
water that was irrigated -- the surface water

bel ow was a hundred tinmes higher than the water
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that was in the original streamin the Kendrick
si tuation.

And basically -- and that's the reason
15 percent of the hay that canme off that
irrigated pasture could not be used for feed.

It probably got burned.

And the case with Kiersten -- the Kiersten
reservoir -- and what's really interesting
about all these situations, it usually starts
not from seeing defornmed fish but deforned
fledgling waterfow . And that was the
situation with the Kendrick. They saw it in a
pond downstream of the mne in Womng, and it
was the sane thing with the Belews. |t was
first birds they seen, deforned fledgling
birds, and the sanme thing with Kiersten.

But Lemy has done quite a bit of work on
all this, and basically he says born off the
top of a nountain isn't worth the gain.
Short-termgain for the long-termpain. So |
woul d highly reconmmend we seriously | ook at the
downstream effects of this, potential effects
before proceeding any further. Especially
getting a baseline for seleniumin, |ike,
manur e packs, plant tissue, and water --

surface water |evels, surface water. Not river
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wat er but surface water under irrigation. |[|'d
hi ghly recomend that we take a | ook at that
before we proceed any further.
And that's about all | have to say right
now. | was called in sort of late on this,
so -- but if anybody has any nore questi ons,
I"'mmnore than willing to answer.
THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch.
Questions? Questions? No. No questions
fromthe Panel or counsel? No. Thank you.
And Northback is going to address in

January portion of the hearing. Thank you very

much.

L. EDDY: Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you, M. Eddy.
So next on the agenda -- and we're still

25 m nutes before lunch -- we have Crowsnest

Conservation Society.
BRENDA DAVI SON, Affirmed

Direct Evidence of Brenda Davi son

B. DAVI SON: Hi .

THE CHAI R Hell o. Go ahead,

pl ease.

B. DAVI SON: | have a Power Poi nt .

Thank you. Are you ready? Good norning. M

nanme i s Brenda Davison, and |'mthe president
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of the Crowsnest Conservation Society. W
bel i eve that the exploration programthat

Nort hback is proposing may |l ead to significant
detrinmental cunul ative effects on an ecosystem
that is already very vulnerable to losing its
ability to produce water and to harbour
wildlife.

To be sure we're on the sane page, we are
using the definitions set out on the federa
envi ronment website that describes cumul ative
effects as: (as read)

t he conbi ned effects from past,

present, and reasonably foreseeabl e

activities.

So part of that you need to al so | ook at what
wi || happen in the future, so the coal m ne.
The termgenerally refers to effects that may
be individually m nor but are significant

col l ectively.

One of the reasons that we believe that the
headwat ers of the O dman are especially
vul nerable to cunul ative effects is that it has
no protection. This is a slide fromthe
Al berta Governnment website that shows the
protected areas along the Continental Divide.

Starting fromthe north is Kakwa W der ness,
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Wl Il nore, Jasper, Banff, Wite Goat, Siffleur,
and Ghost w | dernesses, the five provincial and
four WIldland parks that make up K-Country,

Pl at eau Mountain, the Beehive Natural Area, the
Bob Creek wilderness, and to the south, Castle
provi ncial and W1 dl and parks and Waterton.

The only place without protection is
Li vingstone. [If you consider the fact that
Kakwa extends north into BC and Waterton
extends south into d acier and Bob Marshal |
W | derness, then headwaters and wildlife
habi t at have been protected for al nost
1,000 kilonetres, except here. And it hasn't
been a political issue.

In the US, it's been both republicans and
denocrats. In Alberta, it's been both federa
and liberals and conservatives. And in Al berta
social credit, conservative, and new denocrats,
but sonehow Livingstone has not been protected,
and that neans it is much nore likely that
there wll be excessive human i npacts on water
and wildlife.

This map produced by Al berta | nnovates and
the University of Lethbridge shows how rnuch
water is produced in Alberta. 1In the

headwat ers al ong the Continental D vide, you
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can see that the dark blue says that the

nount ai ns produce over 300,000 cubic netres of

wat er per square kilonetre -- that's pretty
amazing -- except in Livingstone.
Li vi ngst one-Porcupine, it is lower on that. It

is only between 150 and 300, 000 kil onetres. |
don't know if you can see where |'m-- where
that is. | wish |l had alittle pointer thing.
But Livingstone is the one place al ong that
di vide, the Continental divide, that's lighter
bl ue.

Al so farther north, if you |l ook at the
| arge areas to the | and east of the nountains,
that area produces the sane anount as
Li vingst one does. Here, there is little
extra -- sorry -- but down here, there is a
little extra water added to the system Just
to the east of the proposed exploration, the
wat er production drops four categories to under
50, 000, and just south of that to under 25, 000.
And why?

The factors that need to be considered are,
first, size. The larger the area, the |arger
t he anount of precipitation that will land and
can be stored or used, and elevation natters as

wel | because the anpbunt -- it increases the
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vol ume of the storage.

Anot her advantage is that higher areas hang
onto the snowpack | onger and thus distribute
wat er over a longer tine period rather than it
being lost in flood.

And, finally, cover. |Imagine the |andscape
as a sponge absorbing water. So |oss of cover
on the top of it fromthings like clear cutting
and roads and m nes exposes the land to sun and
Wi nd, increasing evaporation |oss and drying
the land out. Also hard surfaces |ike roads
allow water to run off the land rather than
bei ng absor bed.

So to see why the A dman produces so nuch
| ess water than farther north, these are the
Bow Ri ver, headwaters is on the left and the
A dman on the right. The Google Maps are to
the sanme size. They're both 70 kil onetres
acr oss.

So in terns of size, the Bow River

headwaters are 45 kilonetres wide in the south

and 70 kilometres in the north. It is
buffered -- the Bow headwaters is buffered to
the east by Foothills. | haven't shown them

all here 'cause they go so wide. On the right

is the Adman headwaters. |It's just
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25 kilonmetres wide. And the Porcupine Hlls
cover nuch | ess space than the Foothills in the
north.

In terms of elevation, in the Bow Valley
headwaters on the left, there are six or seven
hi gh nountain ranges. Along the Continenta
Di vide, the nountains average around 1, 000 feet
in elevation, and the front ranges are about
9,000. Foothills cover the | andscape in the
east, which is also high.

But here in the -- in the headwaters here
down in the Addnan, the nountains on the
Continental Divide are much | ower. They
average 9,000 feet of elevation, which is
2,000 feet lower than in the north.

And Livingstone, the front range -- so

that's the little piece kind of just in, if

you -- | wish | had a pointer, but the
Li vi ngstone Range -- and I'll include Turtle
Mountain and Hillcrest Mountain there -- they

average about 8,000 feet in elevation. But
there is not a high rock range either north or
south of Livingstone. You can actually wal k
fromhere in Pincher Creek to the Continental
Di vi de al ong H ghway 507 wi thout crossing a

hi gh nount ai n.
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That | ack of elevation is part of the
reason that Livingstone produces only the sane

anount of water as the Foothills in the north.

Most of that is about elevation. It's only as
hi gh here as those -- those Foothills are up
north.

The reason -- and the reason that the

production drops four categories to under
50,000 cubic netres just to the east of the
proposal is that it drops imediately to
prairie here. And that prairie has -- |acks
cover. And so it loses a lot of -- a lot of
stuff to evaporation, and it doesn't have the
el evation to hold on to water.

To appreciate just how narrow t he
headwaters is, this is a picture standing at
Grassy Mountain | ooking east. That's
Li vingst one Range, that little range in the
front, and this is a photo | ooking west from
the sane place. That's all there is.

This very narrow and very | ow nostly
Foothills area is responsible for providing the
water for the prairies of southwestern Al berta.
The nountains you' re | ooking in the background
are the Continental Divide. Alberta gets the

water on this side, and BC gets the water on
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the other side. And that's all there is. |[It's
not nuch water.

But tal king about cover -- so this is a
picture -- the -- that little green thing in
the m ddle says "A dnman headwaters”, so the
headwaters of the A dman River are in a
clear-cut. This is 25 kilonetres farther
south. Still alot of it's been clear-cut.
There's roads; there's exploration sites.

Cover to the south, it's stil

surrounded -- oh, sorry. The Crowsnest R ver
to the south -- so this is the Crowsnest River.
It's harder to see, | think, on these naps.

It's also heavily inpacted, but this tine by
residential use. Mst of the 30 kilonetres --
the headwaters is only 30 kil onetres here.

Most of the 30 kilonmetres of the headwaters is
surrounded by residential devel opnent, again,
greatly affecting the cover. You can see that
It is also logged in the top picture to the
south of the residential. You can see it's
been logged. And the little green -- that's --
the other inset is Blairnore, and you can see
fromthere that little green line that's kind
of in the top third of the picture is the

Crowsnest River. It runs right along
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H ghway 3.

Last winter, a lack of water led to the
A dman reservoir drying up. It's a bit better
this year, but CCS believes activities that
reduce water production in the A dman
headwaters will |like -- make this scenario
likely to happen again. Those activities
I nclude the destruction of cover and the
di version of water during exploration, but also
there's the foreseeabl e cunul ative inpact of a
coal mne that will renmove hundreds of acres of
cover and al so take | arge anounts out of the
system for processing coal and dust control.

And this is going to affect other
Al bertans. OCh, ny gosh. These | ook so nuch
better on ny conputer. They're -- they're far
away. That's the A dman River from Fort
Macl eod to Taber. The circles that you see are
irrigation.

This is from Taber to Medicine Hat. Again,
there are a | ot of existing conmunities,
ranches, farns, and businesses that are
dependent on the A dman River for their water.
And Al bertans have been very cl ear about how
they feel about coal mnes in the nountains

over the years.
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In 1974, Peter Lougheed -- then a
wi de-reachi ng and | engthy consultation which
resulted in the coal policy to protect water in
the headwaters. |In 2014, again, w de public
consultation created the South Saskat chewan
Regi onal Pl an, which says, and | will quote:
(as read)

Wat er shed managenent and headwaters

protection are priorities for both

wat er supply and water quality.
Agai n, Al bertans were asked in 2021 by the coal
conm ttee what they thought about this. And
this is -- these are quotes fromthe Al berta
website. (as read)

The majority of the respondents

expressed concerns about coal

expl oration and devel opnment. Their

concerns revol ved around the

environnental inpacts and if and where

coal could be mned. Al bertans

have -- are very concerned about their

wat ers and place a high value on the

eastern sl opes region.
That's fromthe governnent website. CCS shares
the concerns of those Al bertans.

Anot her big issue for the Crowsnest
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Society -- sorry -- Crowsnest Conservation
Society is the value of Livingstone as wildlife
habitat and as a critical wildlife corridor
that could be I ost through exploration and
mning. |I'mgoing to talk about grizzly bears,
but I want you to renenber that as | do, it is
because they're an unbrella or indicator

speci es, and they represent the whol e
ecosystenis health -- health.

If we can -- we can't study every ani nal,
so we study the -- sorry. Maybe | could put ny
gl asses on. That m ght make this go better.

We can't study every aninmal, so we study the
Apex species |ike bears because if a
countryside can still support grizzlies, it
wi || be good and whole and rich and wld and
free enough to support all the other creatures
struggling to hold on to a place in this world.

So how are grizzlies doing? You can see
they used to roam nost of western
North Anmerica, but they have been pushed back
until they are just a small line in this area
where the mne is going to be. They're just
right al ong there.

But species don't actually die out in just

a single line, so you can see in 1600 that's

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 115

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

what it was. In 1922, it was snall i sl ands.
But what happens is those islands tend to w nk
out for a nunber of reasons. |t can be natural
reasons |like a fire or a bad berry year

foll owed by a harsh winter or sonetines |oss of
genetic diversity. It is estimated that there
are only between 900 and 1,000 grizzlies in

Al berta. So in-breeding can becone a big
problemif a small population is confined.

But, nost often, those islands w nk out because
of increased human inpact. It is crucial to
the survival of large manmmals that they are
able to nove to find mates and food and
security, and to do this, they need | andscapes
that aren't broken into islands.

As grizzlies are an indicator species,
let's ook at sone of the other big ones. This
is elk range. You can see they've al so | ost
| arge anmounts of usabl e habitat across
North Anerica, and their -- their population is
getting broken into islands. Again, we still
have them al ong the divide just about where the
coal mne is going to go. W also have wol ves.
Agai n, they have been backed into the nountains
I n sout hwest Al berta, though.

How do we know how nuch space, then, we
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need to | eave to have these animals survive?
Well, as it turns out, quite a lot. And the
reason we know that is the story of Pluie the
wol f. In 1991, Pluie was collared in Peter
Lougheed Park, and her collar sent daily
signals to a satellite, and the researchers put
an ' X' on their nap.

Now, nost of those 'X's were closer to the
Continental D vide, but sonetines she'd go down
ariver valley quite far east. So that red
line is just the outside 'X's. They've joined
themtogether. Pluie went through Al berta,
west of Calgary, into Montana, |daho,

Washi ngton, and back near Fernie, to Banff and
Koot enay Park. Unfortunately, she left the
park and was killed in a |l egal hunt.

The researchers, though, were astonished,
at how nuch | andscape she covered, and that
data has inspired a new understandi ng about the
need for | andscape-|evel conservation
strategies to save species, and this is all
around the world now. W know that we have to
sonehow link | arge spaces of w | der
wel | -protected habitat |ike those national
parks in Canada and the US -- so those green

spaces -- we know we need to |ink them using
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functional aninmal novenment corridors if
wildlife is going to persist and not be broken
I nto islands.

Sonme of the people here will have driven
past Rock Creek, which isn't far from here,
whil e they're building an underpass, and that's
a part of that strategy to join those spaces.

Research has al so shown us that grizzly
bears don't persist on | andscapes that have
greater than .6 kilonmetres of |inear disruption
per square kilonetre. So |inear destruction
neans things like roads for cars, quads,
forestry, hiking, biking trails, seismc cuts,
pi pelines, power lines. O course it's not the
| i near destruction that gets rid of the bears;
it's the human influx that follows the
opened- up spaces. These are the kind of
cunul ative inpacts that could be seen as
i ndi vidually m nor but becone significantly
collective -- collectively -- sorry --
significant.

Oh, gee. This doesn't showit. Sorry.

It's a governnent map of Dutch Creek area in

the A dman watershed. |f you | ook at this
| ater -- the AER, you |look at this later,
you'll see there's an awful lot of little tiny
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red lines in there. Those are |ogging roads
and m ner roads and quad roads and all those
ki nds of things -- pipelines. Ri ght now nuch
of the valley bottons is -- and upsl ope areas
are covered with that. And, in fact, nmuch of
the usable habitat is already well beyond the
.6 kilonetres per square kilonetre.

Down here, there are also a | ot of
recreational inpacts. So that's the
Li vingstone valley -- the length of the
Li vingstone valley. The map on the |left shows
sumrer notorized trails for OHVs. The one on
the right is for wwnter notorized trails for
sledding. In the mddle is alittle pull-out
of the Allison-Chinook trails for hiking,
bi ki ng, cross-country skiing; and there are
many nore biking and hiking trails as well.

This map -- it's harder to see too. This
map shows the forestry managenent areas, the
ones that were clear-cut in those first ones,
and west Fraser will operate -- in all of that
yel l ow and dark green area, there will be
forestry. But do notice that farther north and
south, those |ands don't have forestry. That's
the wild ands we're hoping to connect through

that valley with all the forestry. The nap on
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the right shows the grazing | eases, nost of
whi ch are on the base at the eastern edge of
Li vi ngst one Range.

These are the coal mning | eases again on
the left. You can see the |and north and south
of here is well protected for wildlife, but the
| and on the right here has coal mning | eases.
And you can see the Grassy mne lease is on the
right-hand map, that little rectangle in red.

Oh, sorry. But, you know, when you see
that little picture of Alberta, it |ooks |ike
it's ocean to the east or sonething. It isn't.
It's BC. Couldn't the animals just get to --
fromnorth to south going through BC? And
you'd think so, but the answer is no because,
unfortunately, a recent study found that the
El k Valley accounts for |less than 1 percent of
bear range in BC, but it is where 33 percent of
grizzly deaths invol ving vehicl es happen and
42 percent involving trains.

Li ke the prairies, the Elk Valley has
becone devel oped and industrialized with coal
m nes, and the adverse cunul ative effects in
there are causing big problens.

So to the east, we have private | and used

for ranching and farmng that will |ikely
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becone denser with human activities over tine.
Carnivores are likely also to get in trouble
with |ivestock and waste and may have to be
eut hani zed or shot. To the west -- and you can
see the coal mnes on there all along the
Continental Divide -- those dark spots are the
coal mnes. To the west, the land is used for
coal mning and is dangerous for grizzlies.

So you can see -- sorry. Consequently,
Li vi ngst one has becone the crucial renaining
link for wildlife novenent between the
protected areas in the south and the protected
areas in the north if we don't want to have
i slands that will w nk out.

The AER wote in the executive summary from
the joint panel review (as read)

W find that the project is likely to

contribute to existing significant

adverse cumnul ati ve envi ronnent al

effects on westsl ope cutthroat trout,

so the water; little brown bats, snal

mamral s; grizzly bears, large

carnivores; and whitebark pine.
Renmenber again that grizzly bears are an
I ndi cator species. |I'mgoing to skip that one

‘cause |''mrunning out of tine.
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This is a map of the | andscape east of
Grassy Mountain. So to the left you can see
the nmountains there and the front range,

Li vingstone. You're |looking at this map east
of Grassy that grizzly bear, buffalo, elk,

wol ves, wol verines have lost. Their |ast
toehold is that little bit of green along the
Continental Divide.

| m sspoke when | said that grizzlies are
t he apex species because, of course, it's us.
We have taken all this fromthem and we can
take their last 30 kilonetres of habitat if we
wish. It wasn't a single farmor ranch or road
or business or small town or city or mne that
renmoved the habitat necessary to nmaintain
wildlife. 1t was the thousands cuts, the
cunul ative inpacts. There just isn't a |large
enough wi |l d space open there |eft anynore
anywhere to support wde-ranging wildlife
speci es.

The Livingstone, that little piece there,
still however has an al nost conpl ete conpl enent
of wildlife species. But we need to renenber
that diversity can be lost just like it was on
the prairies. That ecosystem can be broken.

Just because we have wildlife here now doesn't
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nmean that it will persist here, and it can't if
we don't | eave enough big -- space big enough
and wi | d enough | andscapes for themto find
enough food, security, and mates.

The deci sion you are nmaki ng about
exploration is also a decision about whether or
not grizzlies and all the other animals under
their unbrella have val ue and whet her they
deserve a place in this world.

Approval of Northback's application for
coal exploration, deep drilling, and water
diversion will increase the linear footprint
and the industrial disturbance of |and,
irreparably affecting the | andscape for nany
generations. The Crowsnest Conservation
Soci ety urges the AER Panel to reject these
applications to prevent additional cunulative
effects and instead preserve the water and

protect the wildlife.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you,
Ms. Davi son.

Sorry. Ms. Davison, we have a question for

you, if you may --
B. DAVI SON: Sure. Sorry. Now

that 1'mdone, |I'"mnuch calnmer. That was hard.
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THE CHAI R Go ahead.

The Panel Questions the Presenter

COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Yeah. Siml ar
gquestion to the one we asked earlier on to the
ot her society. Could you tell us alittle bit
about your nenbership and who it's made up of,
where they live, et cetera?

B. DAVI SON: | -- so | swore

would tell the truth, and | don't actually have
the full facts, so | don't want to give
nunbers. | know that we have sonewhere around
150 nmenbers. Sone of those are lifetine
menbers. They bought nenberships a long tine
ago. And sone of those now we've started just
col l ecting noney every year, so we have yearly
menbers as wel | .

Most of them-- a lot of themlive in the
Crowsnest Pass, but sonme of them are w der
rangi ng but not that many of them Yeah.

90 percent of them probably fromthe area.
COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Thank you. Thank
you very much.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

So before the break, | --

M LACASSE: Madam Chair, sorry

to interrupt, but if we're going to have that
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entered as an exhibit, her presentation, it
woul d be Nunber 100.
THE CHAI R Thank you. Yes,
pl ease.

Any objection? No?

So enter it as an exhibit.

EXH BIT 100 - Crowsnest Conservation

Soci ety Presentation
THE CHAI R We have M. Chris
Spear man who has requested to speak for five
mnutes. It's again offscript. If you wish to
cone forward, we can allow for your speech

before lunch. W are at lunch, but hopefully

everybody will forgive ne.
C. SPEARMAN: | hope I can keep it
to five mnutes. | do thank you for allow ng

ne to speak.
THE CHAI R Just before you

proceed, has he been sworn?

C. SPEARMAN: Do | have to be
sworn in?

THE CHAI R Yes.

C. SPEARMAN Ckay.

THE CHAI R Sorry. Before you
get sworn in, I'dlike to -- sorry.

apol ogi ze. Any objection to have hi m speak?
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J. EADI E: Nor t hback has no

obj ection, but we'd just appreciate getting the

name for the record. Thank you.

THE CHAI R: Par don?

J. EAD E Nor t hback doesn't

have an objection, but we'd appreciate getting

the name for the record. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Ckay. Thank you.

So woul d you kindly swear the w tness.

CHRI S SPEARMAN, Affirned

Direct Evidence of Chris Spearman

THE CHAI R Pl ease proceed.

C. SPEARMAN: Thank you for

allow ng ne to speak and address the hearing

today. By way of introduction, nmy name is

Chris Spearman, and | served as the mayor of

the City of Lethbridge from Cctober 2013 to

Cct ober 2021. Before being el ected as mayor, |

was a senior manager with a | arge

Let hbri dge- based food processor for 32 years.
My enpl oyer obtained certification to the

| SO 9000 qual ity managenent standard and al so

the 1 SO 14001 environnental standard. As part

of our 1SO 14001 certification process, we

retai ned an environnental consultants who

conduct ed thorough assessnents and then advi sed
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us on new objectives in order of priority
i nportance. It was an excellent system for
identifying risks and for making inprovenents
to existing processes. The assessnent
identified environnental risks to the
surroundi ng areas and the inpact our operation
had on the environnent. Strategies were then
devel oped to mtigate the risks.

| also served on the executive of an
organi zati on known as the Industri al
Associ ation of Southern Al berta for nore than
30 years, including 10 years as chair. |
noti ced the nmedia canpaign |leading up to the
recent nonbi ndi ng pl ebiscite vote on the thene
that the Crowsnest Pass is a coal town.

You m ght also be aware that Lethbridge was
once a coal town, originally called
" Coal banks”. The nane was changed nore than a
hundred years ago as the city becane a regional
centre in southwest Alberta. Like many ot her
former coal towns, Lethbridge progressed and
evolved. The last coal mnes were -- in the
area were -- ceased operating nore than
70 years ago, and Lethbri dge began devel opi ng
into a regional hub for agriculture and

agricul tural processing.
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The first |large food processors of note
i ncluded the historic Sick's Lethbridge
Brewery; Ellison MIling, known now as Parrish
& Hei nbecker; Catteli, since closed; and
Western Seed Processes, now known as Ri chardson
O | seeds.

The City of Lethbridge began planning for a
series of industrial parks in the northeast
corner of the city to support food processors
and ot her industries. This was inportant
because food processors require | arge water and
wastewater infrastructure in addition to
i ndustrial access to electricity and natural
gas.

The City upgraded its water and wastewater
treatnent plant as nore food processors | ocated
to Lethbridge. Lethbridge is now the hone to
the follow ng food production plants:

Ri chardson O | seeds, Sunrise Poultry, Maple
Leaf Pork, Pepsi - Frito-Lay, Sakai Spice,
Bonduel | e Frozen Foods, Black Velvet Distilling
Conpany, Let's Pasta, Parrish & Hei nbecker
MIling, Parmal at Canada, and Cavendi sh Foods,
and sone small er operations as well.

Let hbri dge supplies -- the Gty of

Let hbri dge supplies potable water to severa
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nearby towns. Sonme of themare also hone to
food processing facilities. An exanple would
be the McCain's potato processing facility just
out si de of Coal dale. These are international
food production facilities shipping food
products for humans not just w thin Canada, but
al so around the worl d.

| attended the Borealis Environnenta
sel eni um sessi on on June the 12th in Bl ai rnore.
Borealis Environnental told the group assenbl ed
that they were representing Northback Hol di ngs.
I was surprised to hear them say when concerns
wer e expressed about seleniumthat the A dnman
Ri ver was not used for drinking water. |Is
Nor t hback not aware that the nunicipal water
treatnment facilities process A dman River water
to create potable water for drinking, cooking,
and for the |large nunber of food processors
| ocated in sout hwestern Al berta?

I n June 2021, when anot her coal conpany
presented to Lethbridge city council, our city
engi neers advised city council that there was
no known technol ogy to renove harnful excess
seleniumfromthe water.

So | have a nunber of questions for

Nor t hback, and | hope that these questions w ||
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be received by the Al berta Energy Regul ator and
that we mght get answers for them

Since the sel enium session on June the 12th
in Blairnore, | was witing to Borealis
Environnmental with ny questions and not getting
answers. Last week, | received an email from
Boreal is Environnmental saying that they could
not answer ny questions w thout the cooperation
of Nort hback.

So ny questions are -- and | can submt
these to the Panel and to Northback. |'ve
given a copy of ny letter to M. Young and to
the | ady responsible for publicity, nedia
relations, but ny questions are in the letter,
and it -- these are the ones |'ve been asking
Borealis Environnental: Can Northback give
exanpl es of nmunicipalities that have
successfully renoved excess seleniumfromthe
wat er using their nunicipal water treatnent
pl ant s?

My second question is: Did Borealis
Environnental ' s environnental assessnent for
Nort hback identify that two-thirds of Canada's
irrigated agricultural |and depends on water
fromthe A dman R ver?

Are you aware that southwestern Alberta is
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the hone to Canada's | argest intensive
| ivestock industry with large nunbers of farns
rai sing animals for beef, pork, and poultry?

I s Northback aware of the potential inpact
of wi ndbl own coal dust on | akes, snownelt, and
ultimately groundwater?

Has Nort hback assessed the risks associ ated
with our volatile chinook wnds, and have you
devel oped a credible plan to contain wi ndbl own
coal dust?

What rivers, streans, and | akes east of
Grassy Mountain could suffer the sane fate as
W ndow Mountain Lake, a pristine nountain |ake
t hat has been contam nated by coal dust?

A study by scientists fromthe Al berta
governnment and the University of Al berta
concl uded cancer-causi ng chem cal s are being
bl owmn downwi nd in concentrations that are
conparable to those next to oil sands. Can
Nort hback assure everyone that Borealis
Envi ronnental has conpleted a thorough
environnental assessnment? Has it been nade
available to the AER with answers to ny
guestions? Has it devel oped detail ed
strategies to ensure that harnful |evels of

sel enium do not inpact the A dman Ri ver water
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syst enf?

The federal environnental assessnment of the
Grassy Mountain Coal Project in 2021 concl uded
that developing a coal site that had a 20- to
30-year expected life was just not worth the
risk conpared to the agricultural investnent in
the O dnman R ver basin. Has that changed?

G ven the substantial private and public
i nvestnent in agricultural food processing and
irrigated farm ng over the last 70 years, why
I's Northback proceeding despite the risks that
have been identified?

What has changed since 2021 that nakes
Grassy Mountain a viable project?

| can assure you when we attracted food
processors to Lethbridge -- | was mayor when
Cavendi sh relocated a $450 mllion plant to our
city. They export a significant nunber of
frozen potatoes to countries around the world,

i ncludi ng Japan. | don't know how many peopl e
remenber the mad cow di sease issue? |If the
governnment of Japan rejects a | oad of Cavendi sh
pot at oes at any point due to excess seleniumin
the product, it wll shut down the food

I ndustry in southwestern Al berta.

Pl ease ensure that you provide full and
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detail ed answers to these questions as part of
your decision. | look forward to finally
heari ng and receiving the answers from

Nort hback that |'ve been asking for for five
nont hs.

As you know, it's inportant that we -- that
we understand fully -- |'mnot scarenongering,
but 1've been asking for information, and I
have not got answers. | would say that the
consultation process is a failure.

| retired frombeing nmayor of City of
Let hbridge, and | now live in the MD of
Pincher Creek, so | personally will be directly
affected. | have well water. |'mvery
concerned how things m ght evolve from here.
|'"ve yet to receive an answer to one of ny
guesti ons.

So | think what 1've observed over the |ast
five nonths is the consultation process is one
where you're invited to talk to Northback
representatives one on one or in small groups,
but there's no docunentation of the discussions
or the issues that were raised or the potenti al
solutions. So that's why |I'm asking ny
guestions today. | want to -- | thank you for

allowing ne to place themon the record, and |
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t hi nk before a decision is nade, Northback
should -- should be required to provi de answers
in witing that are available to the public for
scrutiny.

| believe the 200, 000 people, the
busi nesses, and the nmunicipalities in the
O dman River basin deserve answers now whil e
the Al berta Energy Regul ation hearings are
taki ng place so we can be assured that our
concerns have been addressed.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

Questions? Any questions? No?

Thank you.

So we are at 15 past 12, and we prom sed an
hour lunch. So we will see everybody back here

at quarter past 1. Thank you.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 1:15 PM
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Proceedi ngs taken at the Pincher Creek

Community Hall, Pincher Creek, Alberta

Decenmber 3, 2024

P. Meysam
S. F. Mackenzi e
M A. Barker

M G LaCasse
S. G bbons

Wheat on
Ar ruda

Par sons

> o m -

St ani sl avski

M K. I gnasi ak, KC

J.D. Eadie

D. D Paol o, CSR(A)
S. Murphy, CSR(A)

Af t er noon Sessi on

The Chair
Heari ng Conm ssi oner

Heari ng Conm ssi oner

AER Counsel
AER Counsel

AER St af f
AER St af f
AER St af f
AER St af f

For Nort hback
Hol di ngs Cor porati on
For Nort hback
Hol di ngs Cor porati on

Oficial Court

Reporters
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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 1:18 PM
THE CHAI R: Pl ease be seated.

So next we have M. Darcy Wakal uk.
DARCY WAKALUK, Affirned
Di rect Evidence of Darcy Wakal uk
M LACASSE: Can you turn your
m crophone on, please?

D. WAKALUK: There we go.

Thank you for allowng ne to cone before
you today. The recorder's certainly not going
to have a problem keeping up to ne. She'l
probably have to cattle prod ne at sone point.

My nane is Darcy Wakaluk. |'ma resident
of the Crowsnest Pass, born and raised. MW
wfe is fromthe Crowsnest Pass, born and
rai sed. W got four kids, and none of them
work in the Crowsnest Pass.

Gowng up, | was very fortunate when there
were nmultiple mnes operating. There were

nunmer ous hockey rinks all around. There was

lots and lots of young famlies. | was
fortunate -- | was fortunate enough that | had
a friend that -- father worked at the hockey

rink, and I was able to eventually go on to
pl ay professional hockey.

| noved away at 16, |ived in sone beautiful

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 136

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

cities, sone beautiful areas. But the
Crowsnest Pass never ever left my heart. Hone
i s always where hone wll be.

| cherish the outdoors as nmuch as anyone
and certainly care about the footprint that
this mne will |leave. Sone of ny best friends
are farnmers, not only in the Pincher Creek area
but also in the Taber area. And | believe we
all have an inportant role to play in
protecting the water for sure but also with the
consunption of it. And on nore than one
occasion, |'ve certainly give hima hard tine
about those pivots going round and round when
it's pouring rain. So it's a small part, but
it's a part that we all have to play.

| currently run a small construction
conpany in the sumrer nonths and was fortunate
when Benga mning first started, was able to do
a fair bit of work for themon-site.

| wal ked ny hole around the entire
footprint of that m ne digging test holes for
themin the early days. W were mapping coal
seams, bedrock, and, of course, water tables
and stuff like that. So | have a very good
under standing of the footprint they will be

wor ki ng in.
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| currently work for Inperial GI in the
wi nter nonths at Crow Lake on the drilling
program as a construction supervisor. Last
year we drilled around 1,400 holes, and we were
in charge of building over 350 kil onmetres of
ice roads. This year | believe we'll be right
around that 1, 000-hol e mark.

So I've worked with the AER a ot to ensure
that these roads and | eases were built under
the strict guidelines set forth to us so that
we woul dn't have any trespasses or anything
i ke that.

We drilled a ot of different wells,
resource hol es, overburden, geotechnical holes
along the pit walls, punping wells to dewater
the mne, and, nore inportantly, nonitoring
wells to ensure the water quality of what's
runni ng underground, not only on the surface.
And, of course, all these findings had to be
reported, and you had to be held accountabl e
for what the findings were.

The | ast year, | believe | heard | nperial
Ol spent close to $60 mllion on nonitoring
wells in the environnmental protection order
just north of our |ease to ensure the water

quality. That's a big nunber, and |'m sure
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this mne would be held to the sane standard if
there are any issues about being held
account abl e.

W live in an ever-changing world. There
isn't a conpany operating today that was in
busi ness 50 years ago that hasn't been all owed
to grow and evolve. Can you inmagine if doctors
wer e judged on how they practiced 50 years ago?
O if the farmng comunity didn't have the
technol ogy that they have today? The tractors
pretty much drive thensel ves nowadays. And al
the haul trucks up north where |I work, they're
al |l autononpus; there's no drivers in the
seats. Who woul d have believed that 50 years
ago?

We have a mining conpany before us that
wants to reopen a mne that was started 50
years ago. | don't have the exact nunber but
50-plus years ago. And that m ne was opened
under very different circunstances, very
di fferent regul ations.

And this mne is willing to accept whatever
they find. And | like to likenit to
renodel i ng a house: You never ever know what
you're going to find when you open a wall up.

This mne's willing to accept that, and they're
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wlling to fix whatever it is.

Mning -- mning back then -- and ny dad
was in the mning industry -- mning back then
was dig a hole, bury it, out of sight, out of
m ne. That's not the case anynore. R p and
tear a nountain down, nove it over there, not
wor ryi ng about the selenium anything |ike
that. | nean, these are very real problens,
and | certainly respect everybody's thoughts
and concerns about them | nmean, why woul dn't
they be concerns? They are for sure.

| have full confidence that Northback wl|l
prove to you that they can manage it. | listen
to themtalk, and | believe they can.

| know the work that's being done up north
at Inperial, all the clean water ditches that
run throughout, all the recycling that they're
doing with their water to restrict the anount
of water going off |ease, all the ditches that
are being built for rerouting water. It's a --
it has to be planned, but it can be done.

| heard a | ady tal king about wldlife.

Ri ght now at Kearl, we got three black bears
that are denning up on-site. Two of themare
up on Nakoda pit dunp in the autononous zone.

Those bl ack bears are allowed to hi bernate for
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the rest of the winter, and the mne is in the
process of changing their plans to go around
these animals. They'll be no different down
here. W got -- there's a hundred-netre buffer
around there. You're not allowed to enter

wi thin a hundred netres.

We al so have a, like -- don't ask ne to
explain to you what it is. It's alnost like a
little grouse, but it's a nesting area and a
mating area, has a 500-netre buffer around it.
Li ke, to nme, when you think about m ning
I ndustry, you think you just rip and tear. But
we're protecting this grouse-nesting/ mating
area with a 500-netre buffer until they can
prove that they can nove it somewhere. Like,
to nme, that blows nme away. So it's not
ri p-and-tear anynore.

|'ve attended a | ot of Northback's
I nformati on sessions, and | never ask
questions. | went to a lot of them and just
sat and listened. | listened to M ke speak.
And a couple of the questions that were asked
that really -- | would say they al nbst even
caught nme off guard. One of the questions was
asked to him How do you want to be renenbered?

How does the conpany want to be renenbered? He
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full-hearted |y answered that question: Wth
confidence that they have an end gane. They
want this mne to be a legacy for them And in
my head, |I'mthinking you haven't even started,
and you' re already thinking about the end gane.
To nme, that tells nme how nuch of the pl anning
that they're putting in to what they're getting
into up there.

Soneone el se asked him What about the
recl amation, and what would that |ook |ike? So
if they ever -- when -- I'mnot even going to
say -- yeah, if I'mgoing to say when they
start, they will be responsible for everything.
They will be responsible for all the
reclamation, for all the work that was done
50 years prior when we all know how t hat work
was done.

And, again, | want to -- | want to stress
to you that | dug a |lot of holes up there. |
dug holes in areas where there should be grave
concern about water quality. It's hard to test
t he wat er under ground when you don't have any
nmonitoring wells or anything |ike that or the
ability to test them

And, again, | want to address that if you

are at all concerned about the water quality
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then, that that statenent al one shoul d be
enough to sway your vote to allow themto
reopen this m ne because sone of the stuff that
is close to these creeks and stuff |ike that,
the way it was buried 50 years ago is going to
rear its ugly head one day.

Nort hback has -- | know it's been brought
up again or multiple tinmes |I've listened that
they've given us a -- one of the nicest golf
courses in southern Al berta. And certainly I
heard people talk that it's not that they're
trying to buy us; it was a | and-swap deal, but
they're showing their coonmitnent to the
comunity and not just in the Crowsnest Pass
but all over. They've donated to a trenendous
anount of charities already. No different than
what the gas plant here has for Pincher Creek
and -- and stuff |ike that.

This mne isn't only going to help people
in the Crowsnest Pass; it's going to help
peopl e throughout the country. \Where | work, |
work with people that fly in from Newfoundl and
every two weeks, and |I'mjust comng off a
t hree-week set because | felt it nore inportant
to stand before you and speak ny thoughts than

to give these notes to soneone to read to you.
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| believe it's nore real when | could stand
here and answer your questions or -- or just
share ny thoughts and really even gather nore

i nformati on on what is happening and what is
transpiring, the needs and wants of | believe
not only Crowsnest Pass, but the needs of our
country. You know, not everybody can work from
hone. | got worki ng hands.

Sone of us have to get our hands dirty in
order to make a living. Not all of us were
passed on with ranches and stuff |ike that.
It's a real world out there wth real problens.

| get it. They got answers that they have to

deliver to you, and they wll. | fully believe
they will if you listen to 'em

That's all | gotta say.
THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch,

and thank you for taking tinme off to cone and
speak.

Any questions? No? Thank you.

So next we have Tig Contracting.
M. C ayton Bezzeg.
CLAYTON BEZZEG, Affirnmed
Direct Evidence of Tig Contracting - O ayton
Bezzeg

C. BEZZEG My speech is not
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very long. | wanted to nake it nice and short
and sweet. | don't need to repeat a |lot of the
stuff that's been said today, which | agree
Wi t h.

But, hi. M nanme is O ayton Bezzeg, and |
work for a very respectable conpany, T-1-G
Contracting with Don Forsyth.

| have done many, many projects for this
Ri ver sdal e/ Nor t hback, including the golf
course. These projects include previous dril
prograns, which | was an excavator operator for
these specific projects. During these
proj ects, we have al ways had the utnost respect
for the community and its surroundi ngs,

i ncl udi ng the waterways and not di sturbing
ani mal habi tats.

The delays in this drill program has nade
it very difficult to find good-paying jobs in
the community, supporting |ocal businesses.
Unfortunately, this has also |led ne in having
| ess hours of working, disabling ny
contributions to the cost of living in ny hone,
providing healthy neals to ny famly in ny
honmet own of Crowsnest Pass.

The town has built its foundation and

reputation frommne and coal; however, our
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ancestors did not have the know edge or
technol ogy we have today, making this project
safe for the environnent, including ourselves,
which is what will make this drill programa
success.

| along with many others would |li ke to see
this drill program nove forward, keep its
heri tage, and continue to prosper and grow
financially with the job creations this dril
program can provi de.

Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
And | apol ogi ze for m spronouncing the nanme of

your conpany, Tig.

C. BEZZEG Yeah. Tig
Contracti ng.

THE CHAI R: Contracti ng.

C. BEZZEG Yeah.

THE CHAI R Yes. Thank you.
C. BEZZEG Thank you, guys.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

And then we have M. Don Forsyth fromthe
sane conpany, T-1-G Contracti ng.
DON FORSYTH, Affirned
Direct Evidence of Tig Contracting - Don
Forsyth
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D. FORSYTH: Hello. I'd first
like to start with acknow edging that we are on
Pii kani traditional |and.

My nane is Don Forsyth. M wfe and nyself
are the owners of Tig Contracting, a smnall
construction conpany in the Crowsnest Pass.
Personally, | started working on the G assy
site in 2013 for another contractor on one of
the first drill prograns. Seeing the business
opportunities and the good-payi ng jobs that
could be created for our comunity, | decided
to set up Tig Contracting to be a drill support
conpany for the Grassy Mountain project.

Over the years, we've grown our conpany to
ten enpl oyees, purchased many hi gh-cost pieces
of equi pnment required for this type of work.
Tig Contracting was the drill support
contractor for the last two drill prograns
until everything unexpectedly cane to a halt.

At this tine, we had to |ayoff 50 percent of
our enployees with no notice, and nyself, as
the owner, had to try and find a new industry
and work to generate incone to continue to pay
for this equipnent purchased for the dril
program

Fast-forward to the current drill program
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In anticipation of the application being
approved in a fairly what | would call nornal
turnaround period, | purchased additional

equi pnment to neet the future needs. | don't
have any personal experience with the
permtting process, but | do feel this -- this
has turned out to seem anything but nornal.
And to say that this has caused financi al
stress on ny conpany would -- and ny enpl oyees
woul d be an understatenent. There are now
famlies out of work. There are charities that
are not benefiting fromthe donations we are
able to nake when we are working. The
financial loss to ny conpany while waiting for
this work is great and soon may not be
recoverabl e unl ess we get back to work.

It seens that a small fam|ly-run business
like mne seemto be affected in sonmething |ike
this the nost. In closing, I'dreally like to
say sonething that |'ve really stayed out of
the political side of the pro- and the
anti-coal debate, feeling that | was in a
conflict of interest doing this work, but at
this tinme | feel I can't sit back anynore. CQur
drill programto gather nore data is being

hi jacked by a no-coal novenent. A tinely and
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positive outcone of the permtting process
woul d definitely have an effect of the survival
of mny conpany.

And few points | picked up here today of
j ust bei ng educated by everyone speaking, it
seens |i ke the biggest problem everyone has
with this is that the AER will not be doing
their job. Wrking with the AER over the past
ten years, for ne, it's fairly sinple if |
follow the rules set out by the AER, but it
seens that the opponents of this -- | think it
was even said, W don't trust the AER to do
their job, and I don't believe that's the
truth.

Anot her topic that was brought up was this
massi ve anmount of water that's going to dry up
A dnman reservoir. As soneone that has actually
done the volunme cal culations for this project,
| can tell you that just is not true. The
anount of water that's needed for this project
could be trucked if needed. That is not
sonething that's going to dry up the d dman
dam

And ny | ast thought of this would be: If
this project doesn't go through, who is going

to clean this up? 1've been there the whole

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 149

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

time, and Northback's been doing their cleanup
as they go. Wwo is going to clean up the
| egacy mne if these guys don't do it?
| thank you for your tine.
THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch.
Coul d you cone back to the podium please.
We have one quick question for you.
The Panel Questions the Presenter
COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Sorry about that.
I''mnot fast enough on the m crophone.
Just a quick -- a quick question. You
tal ked about the inpact that it's had on your
staffing levels, and | just wondered, could you
gi ve us a rough approxi mati on of what
per cent age of your revenue cones from a project
like this froma conpany |ike Northback?
D. FORSYTH: 90 percent of our
revenue cones out of this mne. Qur conpany
was set up for this type of work, and this is
what | we do.
Thank you very nuch. Thanks.
THE CHAI R: So | have a

foll owup question to that, now that you're

exclusively a drilling contractor.
Drilling support.
Drilling support. And then now where are you
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active with?

Ri ght now?

Ri ght now.

Ri ght now we're in a holding pattern waiting
for this work. | try and keep 50 percent of ny
staff going at various other type of work.

But, no, we're waiting for this work. W've
been waiting since the application was in.

And you only work in this area?

Yes, we do.

In Crowsnest Pass?

W're a small contractor, so to think about
branching out to other work isn't realistic at
this point.

Ckay. Thank you.

You' re wel cone.

THE CHAI R: So | think, if |
read the notes correctly, the next speaker
hasn't been sworn in. M. Gary Cark from
Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad. So we need you to
first get sworn in, then we nove to your
presentati on.

GARY CLARK, Affirned

Direct Evidence of Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad -
Gary O ark

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
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Pl ease proceed.

G CLARK: Thank you. Thank
you for letting ne give you sone tine to the --
to the hearing.

My name is Gary Cark. [|'mthe president
of the Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad. W are a
nonprofit society based out of the Crowsnest
Pass.

W work very closely with the Governnent of
Alberta in the forestry section and parks
section, and we take a | ot of guidance from
them and on what we do.

Just to give you a little bit of a
background on us. As | nentioned, we're a
nonprofit society and responsible for the
mai nt enance and upkeep of the OHV trail system
the of f-highway vehicle trail systens.

We have over roughly about 250 famlies as
a menbership. And our rides bring in nmenbers
fromall over the -- all over the country from
BC, from Saskat chewan, and soneti nmes even
Mani t oba. W organi ze day rides throughout the
year to pronote safe and responsi ble use of the
OHV trail system And we were incorporated in
January of 1998.

One of our organi zation's key interests is
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to preserve the waterways by buil ding and
installing bridges to acconmpdate OHVs to cross
the water safely so that silt is not stirred up
and covering the fish pool or the pools and the
streans and plant life so that we will not be
affecting the critical habitat of the
fisheries.

We also maintain the OHV trails by draining
the water pools on the trails and creating what
we call "swales", which is basically alittle
damon a trail that diverts the water safely
off the trails. This not only prevents erosion
on the trails, but it also puts the water
safely to the forest floor where it's absorbed
naturally instead of being diverted again into
the streans and, again, protecting the fish
habitat. W do that by the use of a mni-hoe
and also a small tractor.

But one of our key interests that we have,
of course, is building bridges to acconmobdate
this factor. W have manufactured our own
bri dges usi ng Canadi an steel purchased |ocally.
We have a budget of roughly about a hundred
t housand dollars a year, and fromthat budget,
we raise funds by an annual raffle each year of

about 50,000 profit. W also have grants from
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t he governnent adm ni stered thorough the

Al berta O f-H ghway Vehicle Association to the
tune of roughly about 40,000 a year, and we

al so rely on corporate donations such as

Nor t hback.

We have various fundraising issues
t hroughout the year as well, and that adds to
our -- our annual budget.

Grassy Mountain was one of our favourite
pl aces to ride before Northback, or as they're
known now, bought the property and -- with the
i ntention of opening the mne up. It was great
to see the old coal pods up there, but it was
al so di sheartening to see old buildings and the
wr eckage that the old mne had left there.

And | think Northback with their plan of
taki ng the overburden and placing it back on
the nountain after the coal has been extracted
will certainly help the wilderness; it'l
certainly help the reclamation. And we fee
that it will also eventually help the wildlife
such as the deer, the bear, the cougar, the
f oxes.

Once the nmountain is reclained, of course,
grassland will be available for the wildlife

to -- to eat, and eventually, even saskat oons
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or other berries that the bears and the deers
consune.

Sel eniumis another product, is a byproduct
of mning. It's not only coal mning; it's any
type of mning where the ground is disturbed.

W need mning to get resources out of the
ground. W need the coal to produce steel.
Steel is a fundanmental part of not only our
econom ¢ devel opnent but al so the devel opnent
of steel for the world.

Now, the sel enium does, of course, affect
the -- the fish and -- and wldlife in -- in
| arge doses. But | believe that Northback has
cone up with a plan to control the sel enium
I ssue.

And | think fromtheir overall judgnent
and -- and the facts that they have presented,
it certainly shows that they are willing to do
everyt hi ng possi bl e and especially abi de by our
strict environnental controls.

Nort hback will use proven practices of --
of suppressing dust and ot her contam nants.
Gone are the old days of the old m ning where
the dust was so prevalent in the Cowsnest
Pass. One only has to | ook at our nei ghbour in

Sparwood to see how clean that town is in the
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m dst of heavy mning. Not only that, but also
t he econom c devel opnent that it has brought to
Spar wood.

The econom c aspects of this project, of
course, wll help the Crowsnest Pass through
investnment. This will bring in nmuch needed
i ndustrial tax base through offices' purchasing
power, construction of new hones, |ocal
enpl oynent where about 600 residents now cone
fromthe Crowsnest Pass and have to go to
Sparwood area for work.

This m ght open up a |ot of opportunities
for people -- young people of the Crowsnest
Pass so that they will not have to | eave the
Pass and can stay here and contribute to our
econony.

We have been in discussions with Northback,
and they are in agreenent to find a safe,

responsi ble trail systemthrough their | and,

which wll connect the low valley trail, the
of f - hi ghway vehicle trail |ow valley, which is
a very short trail, and then working with the

forestry then to connect up to the OHV trails
to the west of -- of Northback. This would
give a loop for the trail system not only for

OHVs, but also for hikers, for bikers, for
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nmount ai n bi kers, equestrian riders, anybody
that uses the back country. This trail system
woul d be built again using all the sane
practices that we are required to use on -- on
public lands and in the provincial parks,

i ncluding the building and fabrication of

bridging and also a trail naintenance to again

ensure that that water -- the water -- the silt
fromthe water does not go into the -- the
present stream systemof the -- of the area.

The type and quality of the netallurgica

coal that Northback is proposing to mne is

still needed in the world today. Yes, there
are advancenents conmng with -- with the anount
of -- of furnaces and other type, but it is
still the best and cheapest way to produce
st eel .

We need steel. W need steel for cars, all

the cars out here. Steel is involved in so
many aspects of our life, from buildings, from
everything, bridges that we buy the steel for
or have manufactured by the | ocal welding
shops.

It nakes a |ot nore sense to ne to produce
a coal fromhere in Canada which will bring in,

| believe, billions of dollars in the |ong run
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to not only the provincial but also the federal
governnents, especially in light of the
political situation down in our southern

nei ghbours. Qur econony m ght be headi ng down
the -- down the chute, and we need everything
we can get.

You may be asking why we are supporting
Nor t hback. Yes, they are a corporate
sponsorshi p. They donate approxi mtely a
t housand dollars a year towards the -- our
nonprofit association. In ny previous
enpl oynent, we owned a -- a security conpany,
and, yes, | have done work for them W have
sol d our business so | amno | onger doing that,
but | have obtained work -- a ot of work from
Nort hback in the past.

So why do we support then? As nentioned,
we're a nonprofit volunteer organization which
relies on funding from corporate donations.
That's part of it. Qur own fundraising, our
menbership fees and, as | nentioned earlier,
provi ncial grants and the off-highway vehicle
associ ation.

But that's not the reason that we are
supporting them W are supporting them

because of what we have di scovered through
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their information centres, that they will be a
responsi bl e and good corporate citizen to the
Crowsnest Pass, bringing econom c devel opnent
and al so econom c livelihood, jobs, creation of
nore stores, and it will support the whole area
of the Crowsnest Pass.

We al so have the sanme environnenta
standards as Northback appears to have. |
menti oned our concern for the environnment. W
realize that off-highway vehicles have the
potential to cause damage to the streans, to
the fish habitat, especially the westslope
cutthroat trout. And that is why we build
bridges. That is why we divert the waters off
the trails. And, to ne, it's the sane thing as
what Northback wi Il be doing.

| know you' ve probably heard this before,
but mning, as | nentioned, brings out the
selenium That seleniumis still here. It's
not going away. And by their work -- by their
work to recover the land after the mning is
done, then we can control that aspect of it.
That is why we support Northback in this
application.

| thank you for your tine, and certainly

I''mopen to any questions that you m ght have.
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THE CHAI R | have sone
questions for you or naybe one or two.

The Panel Questions the Presenter

THE CHAI R The question | have
for you is about the -- you nentioned sone
trails that will |oop around the mine. |Is that

future mne, or are there newtrails
associ ated, to your know edge, to this progranf
G CLARK: Yeah. These -- the
trails that we would be using would be old
trails that are already in place. Wen the NDP
governnent cane into power and closed a | ot
of the OHV trails, that was part of the -- the
trails that they -- they closed.

To have this trail go through would be a --
a great connecting trail to the trails that are
designated trails in the -- to the west. Right
now, the OHV trails, you're only allowed on --
on what we call "designated trails", or the
gover nnment has designated certain trails that
that's only where off-highway vehicles can go.
So those trails specifically linked to this
program are existing, but they have been cl osed
and possibly -- 'cause we heard this norning
that there may be sone clearing of those

trails, to your know edge?
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You nean sonebody is working on the trail now?
No. There will be if the project gets
approved -- if the applications get approved.
Yeah. | -- you know, | honestly think -- |
don't think it -- it's kind of |like the golf
course; | don't think if the application is
approved or not. | -- 1 think Northback woul d
still be wlling to go ahead and -- and to try
and find a -- a safe passageway through the --
t hrough the mning area. | nean, we're not
going to be going through the actual mnes or
that type of thing. W -- we wll figure out
how to get around that.
Ckay. Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
THE CHAl R Questions? No?
Counsel ?

Thank you very nuch.

G CLARK: Thank you.
THE CHAI R: So we still -- we
are still ahead of tinme. Thank you.

Next we -- we are way ahead of tinme, so |

woul d suggest we continue with the presenters
who are here. Next is Ms. Heidi MKillop, and
| believe they haven't been sworn yet.

HEI DI MCKI LLOP, Affirmed

Direct Evidence of Heidi MKill op
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THE CHAI R Pl ease proceed.
H.  MCKI LLOP: Hel l o. Thank you
very nuch, | adies and gentlenen, for all ow ng
nme to be here today. M nane is Heidi
McKi Il op, and | am a docunentarian based in
Al berta specializing in investigative pieces on
natural resources. M work explores critical
i ndustries such as oil and gas, renewabl e
energy, and coal.

One term|'ve encountered frequently in ny

field and in corporate culture is "best

practices". Wiile it often seens |ike a buzz
word, |'ve cone to understand that it's nore
than just a phrase. |In Alberta, best practices

refl ect deeply the val ues and are woven into
the fabric of our culture.

Over the past year, nmy teamand | produced
an investigative docunentary exam ning the pros
and cons of renewabl e energy. This project
natural ly expanded to include a closer |ook at
i nternational and donmestic m ning practices.

During our research, | had the privil ege of
speaking with an individual fromAfrica who
shed light on the harsh realities of resource
devel opnent and m ning practices in the region.

Qur investigation focused on mning in the
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Congo where Chi nese-owned conpani es dom nat ed
operations. The human rights abuses and

envi ronnment al destruction we uncovered were
staggering. Fromthe exploitation and abuse of
m ning workers, to the tragic death of children
and the conplete disregard for environnental
stewardshi p, the situation was, frankly,
appal | i ng.

This individual went on to explain that
they | ooked to Canada and specifically as --

Al berta as a beacon of | eadership and
conmmuni ty- based practices in resource

devel opnent. \What we have here today is the
spirit of transparency, accountability, and the
commtnent to best practices. It is not
sonmething that is universally applied around

t he worl d.

Even t hough we nmay have differing opinions
at time [sic], | believe the spirit of this
transparency and accountability is sonmething we
all hold close in our hearts. This includes
Nort hback and the many dedi cated individuals
who contribute to their efforts to this
or gani zati on.

| respectfully disagree with sone of the

comments made here today that dismss the
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heartfelt concerns of coal mning famlies. As
a parent nyself, | understand the deep desire
to provide for our children, ensure they have a
home, and dream of a future that they can
thrive in their own conmunity. That vision,
feeding your famly, maintaining a hone, and
buil ding a | egacy for the next generation is

t he essence of the Al berta dream

Through ny experiences in the Crowsnest
Pass, |'ve cone to realize that nmany residents
are not seeking great wealth. Instead, they
val ue the sinple yet profound goals of
preserving their history and keeping their
| ocal |egacy alive.

An issue that stands out to ne as an
observer in the Crowsnest Pass is the visible
wear and tear of its historical buildings.

Many downtown structures are in dire need of
care and restoration to prevent them from being
| ost forever. |If these buildings crunble, so
too does a piece of the region's history, which
could be an inpeccable |oss for the area.

For local municipalities to address these
pressing issues, they need revenue, sonething
resource devel opnent can provide. Wthout the

financi al support that industries |ike coal
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mning bring, it becones increasingly difficult
for towmns to maintain the historical identity
or invest in their future.

| al so acknowl edge that many famlies who
aren't represented here today are |ikely at
work, striving to provide for their children
and to make ends neet. These famlies don't
want to abandon their dreans, their
communities, or their children's futures.
Wt hout resource devel opnent in Al berta, nmany
towns and regions face a grimreality of
di sappearing altogether. W nust consider how
to bal ance devel opnment and the preservation to
ensure the prosperity and survival of these
conmuni ti es.

What | have observed here today are
i ndi vi dual s who deeply care about the | and and
envi ronnment; however, many of themare retired
and no | onger face the sane concerns as
famlies who are raising children, running
busi nesses, or working to nmake ends neet.
They've built their wealth and now advocate
agai nst any devel opnent in the region, but many
famlies sinply do not have that sane | uxury.
For those still working toward financi al

stability and building a future for the
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children, a devel opnent such as this project
can nean prosperity and security.

| have wi tnessed poor practices within the
i ndustry, and |'ve al so observed a significant
shift in Alberta's corporate culture, a
novenent towards accountability on treaty
| ands, and a genuine effort to listen to the
concerns of local citizens. This process
cannot be overl ooked. Ranchers,
environnental i sts, and | ocal communities nust
al ways continue to have a voice, fostering
col | aboration its truest sense of the word.

However, when a conpany |ike Northback
denonstrates a wllingness to address these
concerns and integrate theminto the fabric of
their mning plan, they deserve a fair
opportunity to proceed. By adopting best
practices such as incorporating reclamtion
into the various stages of the project,
strategies and practices designed to manage,
m nimze, and prevent adverse inpacts on the
envi ronnment, Northback has the potential to
becone a | eader in responsible resource
devel opnent .

As many have nentioned today, the denmand

for metallurgical coal is certainly at the
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centre of this discussion. |If we do not allow
this project to proceed, the demand for steel
and natural resources needed for Canadi an
infrastructure will sinply be displaced to

ot her jurisdictions around the world,
jurisdictions where environnental and human
rights standards are far lower, and this is a
critical point to consider.

As a proud nother, | deeply believe that
the safety and well-being of all children, not
just here at hone should matter to us.

It's troubling to think that if we fail to
careful ly devel op projects here in Al berta we
may i nadvertently support environnental
destruction and human suffering el sewhere. 1In
order to build our cities, wi nd turbines, and
cell phones, this is areality we nust consider

with both responsibility and conpassion.

As a docunentarian, I1'd like to | eave a few
guestions to consider. In terns of
metal lurgical coal, are we wlling to inport

nore fromthe United States if we do not
develop it here at hone?

Wiy woul d we consider -- why would we
choose to displace environnental liabilities to

anot her country, one that nmay not uphold the

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 167

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

sane rigorous environnental standards that we
appear here in Al berta.

Wiy are the broader inplications of these
actions for our econony, our environnment, and
our role as global |eaders in responsible
resour ce devel opnent ?

These are critical questions we need to
refl ect on as we navigate the bal ance between
nmeeting the demand for resources, protecting
our environnent, and safeguarding Al berta's

| ong-term prosperity. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

Thank you.

Questions?

Sois M. Daylu Gier from-- and |
apol ogi ze if I am m spronounci ng your name --
or Ms. -- fromPiikani Security Services. And
| understand you haven't been sworn in yet.
D. (R ER No.
THE CHAI R kay. Sorry. How

woul d | say your nanme?

D. &R ER Daylu Gier.

THE CHAI R Dayl u.

D. GRIER Yeah.

THE CHAI R Great. Thank you.
D. GRIER Ms. Daylu Grier.
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THE CHAI R Thank you.
DAYLU GRI ER, Affirned

Direct Evidence of Piikani Security Services -

Daylu Gier

THE CHAI R Thank you. Pl ease
proceed.

D. GRIER So good afternoon,
Madam Chair and Panel. |'d like to start off

by stating we are on Piikani ancestral
territory for tinme innmenorial.

My nane is Daylu Giier. 1'mhere today to
provi de an oral subm ssion on behalf of Piikan
Security Services. | do not represent the
people of the Piikani Nation. | only speak on
behal f of Piikani Security Services.

"' mthe manager of Piikani Security
Services, and we provided a witten subni ssion
to the Panel on Novenber 6th, 2024. 1'm here
today to speak of the explorational dril
progr am

"Il refer to Piikani Security Services as
" PSS" .

So PSS is a wholly owned busi ness of the
Piikani Nation. Just a little bit of the
hi story on the -- the conpany. In Cctober

2021, we were incorporated and licenced with
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the solicitor general of Alberta. And our
mandate is to provide well-paying --

wel | - payi ng skilled enpl oynent opportunities to
Pii kani Nation menbers both on and off the
reserve.

Al t hough we started out as a very snall
conpany, we now enploy 23 Piikani nenbers ful
time, nost of whom are working as security
guards, |iaisons, and energency responders.

PSS is the | argest corporate enpl oyer of
Pii kani Nation nenbers on reserve. PSS
operates across Treaty 7 territory, including
the Crowsnest Pass and the site of the proposed
drill program which is located in Piikani
ancestral territory.

PSS was originally incorporated in Cctober
of 2021 in part of -- in part to provide
security services to the commercial m ne that
was proposed by Benga M ning, Northback's
predecessor conpany, and to the site. At that
time, it was -- it was -- Piikani Nation
realized very quickly that we did not have the
capacity to fulfill the needs that -- the
requests and the opportunities that were being
offered by North -- or -- Northback at the --

at that tine.
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So we -- with chief and council, we sat
around with the busi ness devel opnent officers,
and we deci ded that what was the | owest
capital, the easiest -- easiest to access, and
the easiest to get start-up, and we realized
that it was a security conpany. Security is
al ways needed fromthe -- the nonent the first
pi ece of equipnent is brought on-site to the
| ast day that the |ast piece of equipnent is
brought on-site. So that would nean that, you
know, it's kind of the first-in/last-out kind
of scenari o.

At that tinme, we had very view individuals
that were trained or skilled in the security
industry. So we did have a security system
that was working for the COVID -- during the
COvVID tine, but they were not |licenced, and
they were not experienced, and they were not
trai ned.

So in partnership with Northback, we --
they offered sone training dollars to help us
get a teamof skilled and trained individuals
t oget her.

So we did that, and we got -- at that tine,
we had ten individuals that were trained. And

those individuals were all fully enployed both
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on and off the reserve.

So at the tinme of the -- everything kind of
happened at once wth our conpany. The
opportunity with the mne, the proposed m ne,
and then the opportunity on the Nation stil
having COVID restriction.

So we had half our staff that would go work
up in the mne to do the access control and the
site security, and then we had the other half
working in the comunity.

The -- and the difference between the two

Is the ones that were working in the comunity

only had, like, a learner's licence, or they
were not |licenced to drive at all. The ones
that were able to -- that were up in the m ne

site were licenced to drive.

And so once the security guards that were
wor king in the conmunity saw the opportunities
and heard the great stories of working up in
the mne and the great hours and the nice
paycheques, they were very, very eager to get
their driver's licence or their learner's
l'icence.

So nost -- all of our guards nmade a
positive lifestyle change with keeping the --

you know, the opportunity to work in the -- in
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the mne site.

So, as | nentioned, Northback provided
support for PSS for the training and the
capacity devel opnent for our enployees. And
since PSS was incorporated, we have been the
excl usive provider of security services to
Nor t hback. W provide site, organizational,
and special event security services to
Nor t hback.

W' ve done -- three years now we've done
the Australia Day. W provide security
services for that. W currently do the
security for the field season that's happening
right now And we do the access control fire
wat ch and just the general security around the
bui l dings and the site in general.

| f the proposed programis approved,

Nort hback has conmtted to award Piikani -- or
PSS a significant contract to provide site-w de
and organi zational security for the program
That contract will be significant to PSS. W
estimate that the work associated with the
proposed programw ||l be in the hundreds of

t housands of dollars of revenue for PSS. It
wi Il provide enpl oynent and econom c

opportunities that would not otherw se be
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avail able to PSS and our enpl oyees.

Gai nful enpl oynent opportunities on or near
our reserve are very limted, and those
opportunities that cone available fromtine to
time usually are for unskilled |abourers. This
is largely due to the location of our reserve.

So, with that being said, just neaning that
ot her opportunities that are around the Nation
are not as easily accessible to our -- our
Pii kani Nation nenbers, nmany barriers with that
entailed. But Piikani Security Services has
becone a very positive thing in the comunity
and has encouraged many of our security guards
to make that positive lifestyle change and to
have sonmething to | ook forward to.

And as nmany peopl e have nentioned, you
know, we enploy and we feed 23 famlies. Sone
of those famlies live in honmes that are
overcrowded. Sone of those famlies live in
homes, you know, that they have never had a job
before and this is their first job. So it
brings a lot of pride to them And it also
brings a lot of pride to themto know that they
are there, you know, overseeing our ancestral
territory to ensure that, you know, the

conpani es are being held accountable to what
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their -- their prom ses are.

As the manager of PSS, | see the pride that
our enpl oyees have in doing their work and
maki ng a difference in our conmunity and
nei ghbouring communities. Because they live
and work in our community, there are other
benefits to their enploynent. They are able to
support thenselves, their famlies, including
their extended famlies because they have
consi stent, reliable, and well-paying
enpl oynent. They have nade significant
lifestyl e changes and gai ned a trenendous
anount of confidence, both personally and
pr of essi onal | y.

They spent noney in our community and with
ot her Piikani business -- Piikani-owned
busi nesses, which injects nonies back into our
comuni ty.

In addition to our enployees, our -- in
addi tion, our enployees are role nodels for our
yout h, our vul nerabl e popul ati on, our peers and
have becone the face of a safe and secure
comunity with our elders and famli es.

You can see the work that PSS does here
today as Northback contracted with PSS to

provi de security services for these
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pr oceedi ngs.

As part of ny subm ssions, | would like to
show a short video that describes the inpact of
t he proposed program and PSS rel ationship with
Nort hback. | don't know if we have it. |If you
don't have it, that's fine.

THE CHAl R Do we have it?

D. &R ER W did. Yeah, we
put the link on the subm ssi on Novenber 6th.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | believe there's a

link on the letter maybe.

D. GRIER That's fine. | can
speak.
THE CHAI R So it's 20 past 2.

If we take a break, then we can work the tech

and have the video. Wuld you like to do that?

D. GRIER Sur e.

THE CHAl R Yeah?

D. GRIER Yes.

THE CHAI R: How about we neet in

20 mnutes? So 25 to 3 maybe so everybody gets
their break? |I|s that enough, or do we need
nore? That's enough. Ckay.

So maybe 20 to 3. W are way ahead of
schedul e. So everybody gets a decent break,

and we work the technol ogy.
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D. GRIER Ckay.
THE CHAI R Thank you.
( ADJ OURNVENT)
THE CHAI R: Pl ease be seated.
So the technology is sorted, | think so we

can have your video on. Thank you.
(VI DEO PLAYED)
THE CHAI R Thank you.
So do you have any further renmarks?
D. GRIER Yeah. So | don't.
| just wanted to say that, you know, it's
extrenely, extrenely inportant for Piikani
Security Services to remain on-site today and
tonmorrow for the drill programto ensure that
Nort hback is held to task and hel d account abl e.
Pii kani Security Services takes great pride
in our reputation, our work ethic, and client
relati onships. And we uphold our
responsibility as stewards of the | and.
THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
We have sone questions for you. Wuld you |ike
to go first?
The Panel Questions the Presenter
COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Sorry. | couldn't
see if the red button was on.

Just a simlar question to the question |
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asked Tig Contracting. You had nentioned that
you have people who work on and off reserve.
And | wondered what sort of percentage of your
revenue cones fromthe security services that
you provide to Northback versus the other work

that you do?

D. GRIER So currently with
the field season and if the drill program goes
t hrough, that would -- well, currently with the

field season, it's about 20 percent.

And if the drill programwent ahead, what woul d
that --

We woul d be providing 24-hour security and

addi ti onal guards as wel|.

Ckay.

Yeah.

Thank you.

THE CHAI R May | ask: How many
nore people will be enployed if the dril

progr am goes ahead?

Because it's a 24-hour watch, we would have --
so about ten -- ten guards would be on-site.
Ten guards?

Yeah.

And woul d you -- | apologize for this question.

But woul d you help nme understand, how far is
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the reserve fromthe project site?

52 m nutes.

52 m nutes.

Yeah.

Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
COW SSI ONER BARKER: Ms. Grier, just a

foll owup question. The ten people that would

be -- is that an additional ten enpl oyees of
security services or -- if the program goes
ahead?

Yeah. W would have to do sone training and
then hire additional guards as well.

Ckay.

Yeah.

Great. Thank you.

THE CHAI R That is all.

Ckay. Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

D. (R ER Thank you.

DAVI D MCI NTYRE, Affirmnmed

Direct Evidence of David Mlntyre

THE CHAI R Ckay. Next we have

M. David McIntyre. Yes. Thank you. Have you

been sworn, sir?
D. M NTYRE: | have.
THE CHAI R Pl ease proceed.
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D. Ml NTYRE: My nane is David
Mclntyre. | live approximately 10 kil onetres
east of Grassy Mountain on the eastern side of
t he Livi ngstone Range.

| could have used Piikani Services. |
don't know why soneone drove an ax through the
wi ndshield of our vehicle or slashed its tires.
Whoever did that didn't | eave an expl anati on.

What | do know is that whenever | go into
the Crowsnest Pass there, frequently going into
a grocery store or perhaps a restaurant, |'1]l
have soneone who w ||l nake eye contact wth ne,
| ook around to see if anyone is watching, and
they mght sort of timdly then say, Thank you
for what you're doing. And what we've been
doing is advocating for the integrity of the
| and at our doorstep in the greater Crowsnest
Pass for, | guess, the better part of four or
five decades.

My love affair with the Crowsnest Pass
began in 1974. It was 50 years ago this
sumrer, this past sumrer, | was driving through
during a summer break from graduate school.

And | worked for decades as a study | eader for
the Sm thsonian Institution where | |ed

mul ti day science-focused hi king tours and
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whitewater raft trips through US national parks
and equi val ent reserves.

During the late 70s, | used ny influence
with the Smthsonian Institution to bring these
tours to Banff, Jasper, Waterton Lakes Nati onal
Park, and d acier National Park in Mntana.

The Sm t hsoni an study tours have injected
mllions of dollars into the Canadi an and
Al berta econony, and they continue to this day.
Partici pants pay roughly 8 grand US for today's
11-day tours.

In 1977, | was al so enployed by Al berta
Recreation, Parks, and WIldlife where | managed
an interpretive program ng at D nosaur
Provi ncial Park, a UNESCO world heritage site;
at Witing-on-Stone Provincial Park; Cypress
Hills; and Beauvai s Lake. Beauvais's always
been a personal favourite of mne. It's a
little park, but it's incredible not far from
her e.

Fl ashing forward to 1982 and because coal
m ni ng was bei ng phased out in Crowsnest Pass,
due to ny love affair wwth the Geater
Crowsnest Pass, saw what was financially a
denotion in order to manage interpretive

programm ng for Al berta Culture, overseeing
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progranmm ng at Head- Smashed-1n Buffal o Junp and
the Frank Slide Interpretive Centre. | did
this for the opportunity --
M LACASSE: M. -- M. Mlntyre,
could you slow down a little bit, M. Mlntyre?
The court reporter is struggling to keep up
wi th you.
D. MCI NTYRE: | did this for the
opportunity to live and work in Crowsnest Pass.
M wfe and | live on the eastern flanks of
t he Livingstone Range, the neeting point for --
this is interesting -- the MD of Pincher Creek,
the MD of Ranchl and, and the Municipality of
Crowsnest Pass. So we | ook out at all three
fromwhere we are on that sort of
edge-of -the-worl d place in our -- in our Ilives.
W live directly downw nd and downstream of
Grassy Mountain. This is a relevant aside. It
was 20 years ago that | was asked because of ny
forest background to sit on an advisory
commttee, and a year later | resigned. | did
this in tears on the banks of the Crowsnest
River, and | did it because | felt that we were
bei ng railroaded into doing sonething that |
felt was detrinental to the land, and | didn't

want to see it happen.
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The governnent proceeded to nanage these
forest | ands as you see them bei ng nanaged
today. The result | offer, and | think the
Crowsnest Conservation Society's inages m ght
reveal this that you saw earlier, the A dman
wat er shed i s being consistently degraded with
an ill-advised attenpt to provide short-term
| ogging wealth for a relative few, and this
wat er shed degradation goes hand in hand with
the nore recent coal exploration to scar the
| and and reduce its worth.

I"d like to ask everyone in here to
picture, if they can, Grassy Muntain and the
kni f e- edged Livi ngstone range that stands
i mredi ately east of it and is visible fromthe
town of Pincher Creek. | ask this because it's
nmy observation that nost |and-use decisions are
made i n boardroons, that the key peopl e making
deci sions haven't set foot on the land they're
reviewing. | ask this: 1s today the exception
to ny vision?

In order to help clear a sinple
geological -- create a clear and sinple
geol ogi cal picture of Grassy Miuntain, the |and
we're discussing today, |1'd like to read a few

entries froma report by Dr. WIIliam
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Langenberg. | think those of you on the board
are acutely aware of who Dr. Langenberg is. He
has a PhD i n geography -- physical geology --
I'"'msorry -- and he's been involved in G assy
Mountain for a long, long tine. He's witten
an executive summary, and I'mjust going to
read a couple of comrents fromthis, and I'm
reading directly fromDr. Langenberg's report:
(as read)

The Crowsnest Pass coal reserves are

small er than those in the Elk Valley

in British Colunbia, and the quality

is less suited for steel maki ng than

the Elk Vall ey coals.
Anot her entry, "Environnmental |npacts", this is
big: (as read)

Al berta already has 260 billion in oil

and gas liabilities, which includes

30 billionin mne liabilities which

are largely not covered by the

I ndustry.

Conclusions. Mning netallurgical
coal in Alberta's eastern slopes is
consi dered uneconomni c.
Coal quality. Quality of G assy

Mountain netal lurgical coal is
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inferior to Elk Valley's prinme hard

coki ng coal products.

[ And] Economi cs. Al berta coal
resources are a risky source of making
coal -- coking coal. Gassy Muntain
mne is unlikely to provide
significant tax and royalty revenues
and consi stent enpl oynent at the
| evel s predi cted by Benga.

This was witten before Northback, | believe,
becane the conpany nane.

Refl ecting on Dr. Langenberg's report and
on Grassy Mountain, ny mnd flashes back to the
autum of 2017. It was then in scenic Fernie,
British Colunbia, that the annual Crown of the
Conti nent Roundtable net to di scuss crowni ng
achi evenents and threats to the Crown of the
Continent poster child, one of the earth's
wi | dest, nost diverse, and intact ecosystens.
The mayors of Crowsnest Pass, Fernie, and
VWhitefish were invited to the Roundtable to
provide their visions for their communities
| ocated within the thinly-peopled neckl ace
surrounding the Crown's core attractions:

G acier Nation Park in US and Waterton Lakes

Nati onal Park in Canada. Annual visitation to
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these two internationally revered parks, nore
than 3 mllion people, and I1'd just ask you to
think of these paired parks as Banff's twin
sister in terns of international rare earth
appeal .

The Roundtable's focus on the ability of
comuni ties surroundi ng these parks to offer
experiences that mrrored or conpl enented
visitors in-park experiences, mayors fromthe
three comunities were asked to address the
assenbl ed crowd.

Blair Painter, mayor of Crowsnest Pass,
arrived wwth Riversdal e, now rebranded as
"Nort hback", staff and sat at a table with
them His nmessage, in sharp and acidic
contrast to the other two nayors, was to report
that he was | ooking forward to the opening of
the Grassy Mountain coal nne.

|, in response to his statenent, raised ny
hand. | offered that the proposed m ne wasn't
assured of a green |light and asked the ot her
mayors to conmment. They did. The mayor of
Whitefish offered a dark, night sky vision for
Whitefish as part of his answer. But it was
the Fernie response to Mayor Painter's vision

of an in-conmunity coal mne that was
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priceless. Quote: (as read)

|"d be run out of town if | did that.
The Crown of the Conti nent Roundt abl e,
following the Fernie venue, net in
Chot eau, Montana. There the focus of
di scussion centred on comunities
within the Crown that due to their
proximty to airports, health care,

and striking natural features were --

M LACASSE: M. MlIntyre, once

can | ask you to sl ow down.

D. Ml NTYRE: (as read)

The focus of the discussion there
centred on the communities within the
Crown that due to the proximty to
airports, health care, and striking
nat ural features were economcally
poised to lure anenity mgrants and

| ucrative high-end catch-and-rel ease
visitation.

Crowsnest Pass is blessed with the
essential ingredients that would
enable it to benefit fromthis brand
of internationally lucrative tourism
but only if the land's raw and

conpelling wealth of esthetic and
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ecological integrity are retained [a

vi sion of sustained integrity and

appeal due to the intact |andscape].
I'"'mgoing to flash forward to a not nore --
much nore recent tinme. And just to note that |
attended sone of the Coal Policy Conmmttee
sessions, and ny primry takeaway was this:
Monitoring Al berta's coal mnes for conpliance
with conditions never resulted in any action
when the stipulation -- stipulating conditions
were violated. | found this amazing, but it
just seened to repeat itself over and over.

My wife and | live on Rock Creek, a
tributary of the Crowsnest R ver. Last year,
TC Energy constructed a pipeline traversing the
Li vi ngst one Range. M/ question today is: Dd
that project kill all of the creek's rare and
al ready threatened pure strain westslope
cutthroat trout, trout that had been seem ngly
swmmng there for 10,000 years, and it
survived that.

It was Decenber of 2023, roughly a year ago
today, after watching the creek at ny doorstep
turn to nud and after failing to see a single
trout where they'd existed in conspicuous

abundance, that | read two newspaper accounts
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descri bing a Northback neeting with Crowsnest
Pass council. The accounts mrroring each
other in terns of their issue-defining detai
caused ne to a wite a letter to the editor,
and "'mgoing to read part of that letter.

| seemto have gotten up here w thout that
conponent of what | was going to speak about.
THE CHAI R You can go and get
it.

D. MCI NTYRE: Il wll go on, and
"Il come back to that if | can.

The essence of -- of that letter was that
t he Northback representative had -- oh, | do
have the letter here. | just had sonehow got
it under sonething el se.

"Questioni ng Northback's Reported Data"
this is aletter witten Decenber 10th of |ast
year, roughly a year ago today. (as read)

Newspaper accounts descri bing

Nor t hback Hol di ngs' Novenber 21

presentation to Crowsnest Pass council

report as facts data that | suggest
appear to be founded in fiction or
fantasy. Northback's chief conpliance
officer, Gant Lindstrom is reported

to have admtted the conpany coul d
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have done a better job of explaining

its application to conduct exploratory

wor k on Grassy Mountain before he,

attenpting to clarify the picture,

i ntroduced information that | suggest

appears to be incorrect or m sl eading.

Lindstromreported -- as stating

that there was a ot of msinformation

floating around -- is then reported to

have said that the pit | akes on G assy

Mountain Summt hold close to

200 mllion cubic nmetres of

water [this isn't Lake Superior] a

nunber so astoundingly |arge that when

vi ewed by anyone famliar with G assy

Mountain, it's sure to draw instant

eye- openi ng scrutiny.

The actual volunme of water on Grassy Mountain's
pit |akes is probably unknown, but | suggest
it's likely close to 1 percent of the Northback
reported total.

But the anmount of water on Grassy Muntain
Summ t, regardless of its volune, is
irrelevant. Northback doesn't own the water on
Grassy Mountain; the Governnent of Al berta

does. The governnment owns the water on private
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and public property as defined by the Water
Act, and the Governnent of Al berta |icences the
use of this water.

The current drought in southern Al berta has
been in the news for nonths. It's a well-known
and publicized fact that many area wel |l s have
gone dry, that sone southern Al berta
communities are trucking water -- right here --
at great expense in order to supply famlies in
di re need.

Water is a precious resource. It is
essential to life, and here in southern Al berta
it is rare. To waste water is to squander
life. To m sspend and m suse our natural
i nheritance. The question of what society can
and can't afford water-w se becones critical as
Al bertans | ook at the O dman reservoir.

Picture its barren expanses of exposed silt and
sand as being southern Alberta's issue-defining
bank bal ance and watch as brutal sandstorns
driven by hurricane-force w nds sandbl ast the
downw nd | and, its people, their cars, hones,
and bel ongi ngs.

When your bank account's obliterated and
shows zero, what does logic dictate you do?

Met eorol ogi sts report that 2023 is likely to be
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docunented as the earth's hottest year in
recorded history. It was. Meanwhile,
climatol ogi sts expose the possibility that 2023
coul d be the col dest year in the next

100 years.

Newspaper reports of Northback's
presentation to Crowsnest Pass council conveyed
the vision that water on Grassy Mountain is not
connected to any water tributaries. This it
can -- if it can even be inagined to be true,
suggest Grassy Mountain, unlike all the
surroundi ng nount ai ns, has no hydrol ogi cal
connection to the streans that flow fromits
fl anks, that whatever happens on G assy
Mount ai n stays on Grassy Mountai n.

Picture yourself as a hydrol ogi cal engi neer
or geol ogi st and take this vision to your peers
for a quick review. | had asked for a single
I mge to be shown today. | don't see it there.
| was going to just ask that it be up for the
entire presentation. It's not a huge deal, but
if you can find it and if it can be shown, it

shows Blairnore Creek at its confluence wth

the Crowsnest River. 1'll just ask that while
| proceed.
What | just read to you -- excuse nme -- was
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| ast year's story. Picture on the headwaters
of the A dman this Christmas; well, the current
&old Creek flow -- we tal k about | ow water

vol unes, but it takes roughly nine nonths, if
we were to use Gold Creek, to supply one day of
summer irrigation water fromthe O dman dam

So we're |ooking at nine nonths if we use Gold
Creek, which is the largest tributary com ng
of f Grassy Mountain.

Current Crowsnest River flow would take 43
days of the river's current flow to supply
1 day of irrigation water fromthe A dman dam
and that's fromnow until m d-January.

Current conbined flows fromthe Castl e,
Crowsnest, and A dman Rivers takes 11 days of
the conbined flows of the three main rivers to
supply 1 day of irrigation water fromthe
A dman dam

|"'mretired. The last thing that |
expected to face in retirenment in the dirty,
dry, dom nant poison -- that was the dirty,
dom nant poi son of PM 2.5 carcinogens, the
m nd- bendi ng noi se of industrial exploration or
m ni ng, and the destruction of envisioned peace
and tranquillity. | offer that Crowsnest

Pass's future does not rest in coal mning.
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But coal mning, if it is pursued today, wll,
| predict, cripple Crowsnest Pass's econonic
potential and its future.

Today, nost public land in sout hwestern
Al berta offers what | call "nud and ruts"”
tourism |It's a brand that fails inits
ability to generate neani ngful revenue, and it
continually degrades the land's core worth and
t he headwaters of the pricel ess and
i rrepl aceabl e A dman wat er shed.

My firmbelief is this: Crowsnest Pass can
celebrate its past wiwthout trying to relive its
past and without crippling and destroying its
greatest assets, its potential worth, and its
future. | have two parting questions: Wy are
we neeting to discuss the potential for further
expl oration of Grassy Mountain? W already
know everything we need to know about Grassy
coal, and there's no proposal to mne on the
t abl e.

Wiy are we neeting to discuss the potentia
for further exploration of a nountain that's

been denied a mning permt? Thank you.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
D. Ml NTYRE: Just enter -- just
to let you know that | have this. | have
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climatol ogi cal data fromjust east of G assy

Mountain. | provided this when Ri versdale
brought the original request to -- to the

Al berta Energy Regulator in the -- in the joint
review. But | just point out in the nonth of

Cctober of this year, there were 16 days with
80 kilonmetre or greater winds, with the highest
wi nds at 125.5, virtually no rainfall in
Cctober. And Novenber, just in, we have
12 days with 80 kilonetre or hour greater
wi nds, with the highest wi nd speed recorded of
117.5 and, again, virtually no precipitation.
That's the picture today.
THE CHAI R Before you go, we
may have questions for you. Sorry.

And al so that's the photo you were talking
about; correct?
D. MCI NTYRE: That's -- that --
we' re | ooking across the Crowsnest River there
in what's coomonly referred to as the Town of
Bl ai rnmore near the hospital, and we're | ooking
at the confluence of Blairnore Creek, which is
across the creek. That's the red thing that's
flowng -- what's left of it. There's very
little water comng in, but it's a frozen,

rusty affluent that's comng in that's been
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comng in fromGassy Muwuntain for -- | don't
know how | ong. Sone peopl e, because it's been
there a long tinme, they kind of say, Wll,
that's just fine; that's part of the history.
| would say maybe it isn't, but that's -- thank
you for putting that up.
THE CHAI R: You' re nost wel cone.
M LACASSE: | just want to say,
Madam Chair, for reference, that's
Exhi bit 91.3, PDF page 3.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

And we have questions for you.
The Panel Questions the Presenter
COW SSI ONER BARKER: Thank you.

M. MliIntyre, | have a question for you.
You had read sone excerpts froma report by
Dr. WIIliamLangenberg, and | was j ust
wondering if you could tell us where that --
what that report is or the date of it? Wuld
you happen to know what the date of that report
1 S?
D. MCI NTYRE: | -- | don't have
that in front of me. That should be very
easily found. | believe that it went to the
Al berta Energy Regulator, and it may have been

subm tted back in the joint review pane
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heari ng that took place sone years ago.

| see. GCkay. Thank you, sir.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
| appreciate it.

MONI CA FI ELD, Affirnmed

Direct Evidence or Monica Field

THE CHAI R: Next we have

Ms. Monica Field. Just before you begin, have

you been sworn? Yes. Ckay.

M FI ELD: This is going to be
tricky. 1'm Mnica Field, a contortionist,
apparently.

( SONG PLAYED)

M FI ELD: O her peopl e have

tal ked about how this project is not an
advanced project. The original Benga proposal
was deni ed and declared not to be in the public
interest. Even Northback insists this isn't a
new proposal, that we don't have to worry about
sel eni um or dust or anything. They're not
saying why really, no details. W have to
trust them

But the technol ogy seens to have just
accelerated in four years since the Benga
proposal. And so they're saying it's new, and

it's different, and don't worry about it.

Dicta Court Reporting Inc.
403-531-0590



Page 197

© 00 N oo o B~ W DN P

N DN D N DD DNN P P PP PR, PRk
o o A W DN P O © 00 N o 0o AW DN O

[t'1] be better. But as we've seen with Teck
in BC, the technol ogy for renoving sel eni um
fromwater has not yet been invented or
perfected, and they're still trying.

So you can't have it both ways. Either the
original proposal is dead and this is a new
one, or under the noratorium of coal m ning,
this just shouldn't go ahead because it is not
advanced.

And t hat nmakes ne wonder why |'m here
today, why we're having a hearing. |[|'m not
even sure how -- what are the criteria for
whet her or not this exploration project will go
ahead. |Is this a popularity contest, in which
case those of us who don't want the mne are
out nunbered at this hearing?

And one of the reasons that there aren't
that many people speaking out is that it's
really difficult when your friends and
nei ghbours want this so desperately to stand up
and say that you don't think it's a good i dea.
It's very awkward. This is an unconfortable
setting. So nuch tine and effort and energy
when really this shouldn't be happening.

And there's quite a good possibility that

Ranchl and's | egal challenge wll succeed, and
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this m ne proposal, the exploration will be
deni ed because Northback does not have an
advanced project, in which case, all of us wll
have spent all of this time and effort and
travel and noney to prepare for sonething that
shoul dn't have happened.

| am speaking out on this because | believe
it's inportant, but there are others who wll
not because there is a history of intimdation
in the past. It's a small nunber of people,
but they're prepared to go beyond words, and
everyone knows that.

So not that many people are willing to
stick their heads above the parapet and get
shot, and I"'mnot confortable doing this. |
have to say | considered not doing this.

And there's also the adm nistrative hurdle
of putting in a statenent of concern followed
by making sure you've got a presentation, and
then your personal information goes out to
everyone who's involved in this hearing. And
t hat makes ne very unconfortable. So not a | ot
of people want to speak out.

As far as ny concerns with exploration are
concerned, | have worked for the Al berta

governnent for 40 years al nost, 38 years before
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| retired. And one of the sites | nmanaged was
the Frank Slide Interpretive Centre. W used
to tell people who asked why there wasn't coa
mning on the Al berta side of the border that
It was because the coal seans in BC aren't as
folded and faulted. There's |ess overburden.
There's not -- they're not as deeply buri ed,
and they're sinply nore economcal. And I
don't know what changed real ly because the
geol ogy sure didn't change.

And you could say, Well, the Nunber 1 seam
on G-assy is a good seam but it's not as good
as Elk Valley coal and not extensive, and the
ot her seans are |esser quality. W already

have a supply of coal fromBC W don't need

to destroy our headwaters to get coal. They're
already up and running. | just don't see how
this mne has a future. 1t's not econom cal.

And as far as new nethods of producing
steel are concerned, those are com ng al ong.
There could be a tine when there is not a
mar ket for coal, and we can't imagine that.
But think back to the early years of the
Crowsnest Pass. The Canadi an Pacific Railway
was the | argest buyer of coal. They were the

bi ggest nmarket, and they phased out after Leduc
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Number 1 in 1947. They went to diesel fuel.
And the mines started closing in the '50s and
'60s, sone of them amal gamated. The quality of
coal is better as you go east to west, so the
nore easterly mnes closed first.

But definitely, it doesn't nmean that the
coal and the past will be viable in the future.
Al bert Goodwi n, who was |ike anot her
grandfather to ne, he mned for 43 years in the
Crowsnest Pass for West Canadian Collieries at

Bel l evue and Lille, and that's a conpany t hat
operated the mne on G assy Muntain -- he used
to say as far as the price of coal, that it was
up and down like a toilet seat, and it is. It
I'S.

So maybe the price of coal |ooks good just
at this nonment, but then if it drops, there are
| ayoffs, mne closures, you know, up and down,
up and down, a one-industry town, boom and
bust .

"' m al so concerned about the |inear
density. There are so many trails and roads
there. The exploration roads fromthe m ning
since the coal policy was -- was killed, they
haven't been recl ained. Northback hasn't

recl ai med the Benga roads. That sedinentation
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is a problemfor the fish for the westsl ope
cutthroat trout, and | just think it's tinme we
cl eaned that all up.

Nor t hback has said, On, this is a great
i dea 'cause they're going to clean up G assy
Mountain. They're going to clean up fromtheir
mning. They're not going to go back to Bozl ey
and cl ean that up properly and Cougar Vall ey
and the whole area. They're going to sinply
clean up their own ness, not the | egacy ness of
m ni ng.

And we know that that left a mark on the
wat er sheds. Just recently, there's been a
report where they | ooked at sel eni um and ot her
substances that are a problemin the
wat er cour ses com ng out of mnes in the
Crowsnest Pass, and they found hi gher |evels of
sel enium than woul d be safe for aquatic life.

And there's one pit |ake on Tent Mountain
that drains into alittle wetland, and that
wetland is incredibly contam nated.

So when you | ook at the pit | akes on
Grassy, | can't speak to how contam nated they
are, but there were old cars in there that have
been pulled out and trucks and things and all

the contam nants frommning. That water going
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into drill holes is going to go down, and it
doesn't di sappear. That whole nountain is an
enornmous fracture network. And |'mjust not
sure putting contam nated water in there is a
good idea, |et alone the drought conditions.
And we've certainly heard a | ot of concerns
about wat er.

For nme personally, this is a big issue
because when Riversdal e was doing their
expl oration around 2015, we're just east of the
mning -- the proposed m ne and that
expl oration work, and our w nds cone fromthe
northwest. So we're directly downw nd, and |
couldn't believe how noisy that was and the
vibration of it.

And all over the world people tal k about
“the hum', which is this really disturbing
noise, and it's been traced back in al nost all
cases to industrial activity. And in ny case,
the humwas fromthat exploration, and it was
ever ywher e.

And | walk all over for mles and m|les.
Everywhere | went | heard it. | couldn't get
away fromthat. And it really took away from
my quality of life and -- and ny inner harnony

that | restore through walking. It was a big
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deal 'cause | live to wal k.

And I'm not | ooking forward to having nore
exploration there and potentially devel opnent
and operation of a m ne because that wll | ast
for ny whole life I'lIl have that. And that is
truly horrifying.

| have followed the Grassy Mountain issue
since it started, and at first, | thought,
wel |, you know, the coal mines in the Crowsnest
Pass built the Crowsnest Pass. That's fine.
But then | started studying the issue. And the
nore | learned, the nore | thought, no, | don't
think this is fine. | read all the statenents
of concern for the original Gassy Benga
project. | participated in the joint panel
review hearings. | sang a different song
speci ally conposed for that occasion. That's
one thing. |'magetting sone good songs out of
all of this.

But | -- | participated in the hearings.
wat ched all of the -- the proceedings for two
weeks. | followed the Coal Policy Commttee
and went to sone of their neetings. | read
their final report. 1've been reading
Nort hback's proposals for exploration and

| ooking at all their maps and di agrans and
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drawi ngs and reading all the recent statenents
of concern. And the nore | read and the nore |
hear, the nore | learn, the nore | think that
there are such enormous risks with mning --
and we've seen what happens with the | egacy
mning -- that this mne or any m ning al ong
the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains woul d
not seemto be in the public interest. W need
to protect those areas for our water and for
our natural capital.

And | understand people want to nake a
living, but this kind of living wth one
i ndustry up and down, people have said, Wll,
you know, | want ny son to have a job. But
your son mght for a while or who knows how
| ong the conpany will even run, and then who is

responsi bl e for the cl eanup?

We have an orphan well on our land, and I'm

not seeing any noney fromit. It went through
about 12 conpanies, and | went into
recei vership.

So I'mreally doubtful that this mne wll
go anywhere, and if it does, then will they
still be a viable entity when the tinme cones to
cl ean up, and how nuch noney wll be required?

Turner Valley Gas Plant national historic
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site was one of ny sites. And when we took
that on, Western Decalta gave us $2 mllion for
cl eanup, and that we thought was a | ot of
noney. And they | aughed and | aughed because
that has cost so nuch noney. It's $9 million
to date, probably still going since | retired.
There were wellsites there that weren't
abandoned properly and had to be because the
petrol eum was escaping to the surface.

Sol'm-- I"malittle leery of these
i ndustrial projects and what a |ong | egacy of
probl ens that they | eave behind them

I"'mretired. | don't work for anyone, not
even the governnent anynore, so | can finally
speak out after all these years. And that
gives nme a responsibility to speak out. |
under st and why people want the mne. | just
think that our short-term appetites seemto
al ways be nore conpelling than any |ong-term
vision. So we want jobs. W want prosperity.
"' mdoubtful this mne will bring enough to
make a difference.

But we have to think of the future and the
| ong-termand different opportunities for the
Crowsnest Pass for nore sustainable |long-term

benefits. W in the Crowsnest Pass have
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I ncredi bl e scenery. W can attract people to
live there, work renotely. Pincher Creek has a
good airport that could be devel oped. People
could fly to nmeetings. You could see that in
Jackson, Wom ng, and how that's devel oped,

t hat people want to |ive sonmewhere beautifu

and enjoy that but have the conveni ence of
going to other places.

We al so have a |lot of retirees noving
there, and it was nentioned that people own
houses in the Pass that don't |ive there. A
| ot of those people plan to live there when
they retire.

And you |l ook at a community |ike Chot eau,
you think it's all agriculture that feeds it;
not anynore. |It's retired ranchers and
farmers. They noved to Choteau, and now there
are all these businesses to | ook after old
peopl e, nedi cal businesses, and all sorts of
opportunities.

So | just don't think it's a good idea to
boldly go where we've gone before. | think we
shoul d advance towards a better future. Thank
you.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.

So next we have Al berta W/ derness
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Associ ati on.

And you have been sworn in? Sorry. Your

name? No, you haven't?

KENNEDY HALVORSON, Affirned

Direct Evidence of Al berta WI derness

Associ ation - Kennedy Hal vorson

K. HALVORSON: Hell o -- whoa.
Hel | o, everyone. M name is Kennedy Hal vorson,
and | am a conservation specialist with the

Al berta W/ derness Associ ati on.

Founded in 1965, AWA is the ol dest
nonprofit in the province dedicated to
conserving and protecting Al berta's ecosystens.
Wth the support of over 7,000 nenbers across
t he province, AWA works to pronote good
stewardship of Alberta's wildlife and
wi | derness and waters to ensure future
generations enjoy the abundant benefits they
provi de.

|'"mgrateful to have the opportunity to
speak to you today, and | appreciate the effort
of -- everyone has taken to be here. Despite
differing perspectives, | want to recogni ze the
i nportance of these public forums in which we
can engage, as | know we are largely notivated

and advocating for what we think is best for
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the region and our conmunities.

| want to begin by rem ndi ng everyone what
we are here to discuss. Many in support of
Nor t hback Hol di ngs' applications have spoken in
favour of the econom c devel opnent they hope
the proposed project will bring, citing the
need for nore jobs and greater job security, as
wel | as increased incones in the area. Wile |
enpat hi ze with these circunstances, these
argunents are not relevant to the current
applications before us.

Consi dering Northback's applications in
i sol ation, what is being proposed is
sel f-characterized as a | ocalized, tenporary,
and short exploration project on an already
extensi vely expl ored nountain. Exploration --
M LACASSE: Ms. Hal vorson, could
you sl ow down, please.
K. HALVORSON: Yeah. Absolutely.

Exploration is notoriously the costly phase
of resource devel opnent. It requires
significant investnent, and it is a well-known
barrier to getting mnes operational. It does
not nmake noney. The assunption is that costs
wi Il be recouped during the extractive stage.

As the proponents have indicated, they expect
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it to last 105 days. The short-term nature of
the project neans any econoni c or enpl oynent
benefits to the local comunities simlarly
will be tenporary.

Unfortunately, |ess than four nonths of
work will not pay nortgages or sustain
communities long-term Accordingly, any
argunments pronoting the soci oeconom ¢ benefits
of Northback's project outside of the
application scope should not be consi dered
during the public hearing.

Nort hback argues this project IS necessary
to obtain additional information related to
potential devel opnment opportunities within the
area. GCiting the Coal Conservation Act's
statutory purpose, the proponents assert their
coal exploration programas necessary to
quantify Al berta's resources ari ses.

However, 517 drill holes were bored through
a cumul ative 60,000 nmetres of nountain over
five different exploration prograns between
1970 to 2016 after the area had al ready endured
55 years of surface and underground m ning. At
what threshold does the AER consider a resource
sufficiently appraised? And if further

under st andi ng of Grassy Muntain's coal
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deposits by Northback is required now, why were
their predecessor and parent conpanies
confident in willing to put forth a full mne
proposal previously? It is unclear howit wl
be orderly, efficient, and econom c as required
by the Coal Conservation Act to permt further
expl oration by proponents whose past efforts
wer e deened i nadequate on nunerous occasi ons by
multiple jurisdictions despite being given
anpl e opportunities to strengthen their

proposal and address serious and legitimte
concer ns.

A review of the current applications
denonstrate they suffer fromsimlar
deficiencies. For exanple, Section 20.3 of the
Public Lands Act states that: (as read)

| f any authorization conflicts with

any applicable regional plan under the

Al berta Land Stewardship Act, the

regi onal plan prevails.

The managenent of the public | ands where the
proposed project site is is infornmed by the
Sout h Saskat chewan Regi onal Plan and nore
specifically the Subregi ona

Li vi ngst one- Porcupi ne Hi Il s Land Foot pri nt

Managenent Pl an.
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The plan sets out disturbance limts for
not ori zed access anong ot her managenent
threshol ds. These were set to avoid the
undesirabl e and adverse affects on the
envi ronnment associated with high densities,

i ncluding i ncreased sedi nentation and erosion
In streans, stress avoi dance behavi ours and
nortality for wildlife, and the spread of

I nvasi ve species. These are to be enforced by
the rel evant departnents and agenci es through
the regulatory system which includes the AER

Just under half of the drill holes planned
are on public lands in areas where the
notori zed access densities appear to exceed the
di sturbance limts. For exanple, the average
densities of major trails for the quarter
parcel s where proposed drill pads 0.21, 0.22,
0.24, and 0.26 are located is 4.28 kilonetres
per square kilonmetre, well above the limts set
I n the managenent plan.

Nor t hback' s application should be required
to be conpliant wth such threshol ds indicating
the applications are insufficient.

Nor t hback must al so abi de by Manual 008,

O | Sands and Coal Exploration Cuide.

Manual 008 states the coal exploration prograns
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have a termlimt of five years: Two to
conpl ete exploration and three to reclaimthe
di sturbances caused by exploration. Benga
M ning Limted, another subsidiary of Hancock
Prospecting and Northback's predecessor,
originally conducted exploration work on G assy
Mountain from 2013 to 2016. Accordingly, al
reclamati on of their disturbance, including
drill pads, seismc |lines, roads, and water
crossi ngs they maintained or expanded, should
have been conpl eted by 2018.

After being required to scale back on new
roads and forest clearing they'd originally
pl anned, Northback's proposal now states that
their exploration programw |l take place
entirely on previously disturbed | ands. But
stating that they will use the sanme roads,
drill pads, and seismc |lines associated with
past exploration efforts indicates that
Nor t hback's predecessor did not fulfill the
previous reclamation requirenents to the site
under Manual 08.

Consi dering these are the sanme proponents,
this is a worrisone precedent, casting doubt on
their recent commtnents to reclaimG assy

Mount ai n shoul d their current applications be
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approved.

The Coal Conservation Act states that:
(as read)

Any operation undertaken through

permts or licences issued under the

Act does not relieve a person fromthe

requirements or liabilities arising

under any ot her act.

That's in Section 2022.

Further, for all perm ssions obtained under
the Public Lands Act, it is nmandatory under the
Act's Master Schedul e of Standards and
Conditions that disposition holders must conply
with all applicable federal critical habitat
orders issued under Section 58 of the Species
at Risk Act and that proponents should contact
Fi sheries and Cceans Canada in relation to the
application of the Species at R sk Act and any
rel evant critical habitat orders.

A critical habitat protection order was
I ssued back in 2015 under the Species at Risk
Act for the westslope cutthroat trout, which
triggers the prohibition against the
destruction of any part of the critical
habitat. The reason it was issued is because

these trout are threatened and their
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popul ations are in decline. If you're
wondering why this matters, know that these
species are indicators of watershed health, and
their decreasing nunbers are a warning, the
so-called "canary in the coal mne". The
protection order applies to anyone undert aki ng
activities in and around critical habitat that
woul d result in the destruction of any part of
it. The order classified Gold Creek and its
tributaries as critical habitat, which are

| ocated within Northback's proposed project
site.

Key threats identified in the order include
any changes in water flow, sedinentation,
habi tat | oss, fragnentation, or habitat
alteration. It also provided exanpl es of
activities likely to destroy critical habitat
of the species, which included mning or |inear
di st ur bance.

Under the Species at Ri sk Act, a person
who, without a permt, carries out an activity
that contravenes one of the prohibitions, which
i ncl udes destruction of critical habitat,
comm ts an offence.

Mul ti pl e wat ercourse crossings listed in

the deep drilling permt applications of
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Nor t hback Hol di ngs cross the critical habitat
of the westslope cutthroat trout and because
wat er crossings and roads can be a source of
pol |l ution and sedi nentation in aquatic

habi tats, the applications are inconplete

wi thout a review and the appropriate permtting
fromthe departnent of Fisheries and Oceans to
I dentify how work should proceed across and
around these crossings to protect the westsl ope
cutthroat trout's critical habitat.

In response to AWA's witten subm ssion,
Nort hback stated that a -- references to the
recently published scientific literature
detailing the environnmental inpacts from coal
mning in the Elk Valley are conpletely
irrelevant and shoul d be afforded no wei ght by
the AER.  This statenent is indicative of how
Nor t hback thinks and operates in regards to
cumul ati ve effects managenent.

Not only should the AER afford this
research weight, they are bound to do so by the
Al berta's Land-use Franmework and regi onal
pl anni ng system Cunul ative effects nanagenent
iIs integral to Alberta' s legislation, its
necessity denmanded by the recognition that

devel opnment can and does exceed ecol ogi cal
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threshol ds and carrying capacities and nust be
regul ated as such.

Cunmul ati ve effects nmanagenent takes a
hol i stic approach to understandi ng and handl i ng
the inpacts of |and use as the consideration of
a project's inpacts in isolation does not
reflect how they actually nmanifest on the
| andscape.

The AER nust consider what is going on in
the El k Vall ey because despite its distance
away, these coal mnes are polluting Al berta's
eastern slopes and adding to the threats that
al ready exist here even before Northback gets
the chance to do the sane.

Researchers recently have found that coa
dust is a significant source of atnospheric
pollution in ecosystens downw nd. Fugitive
coal dust fromthe Elk Valley coal mnes in
British Col unbi a has been found polluting
renote and ot herw se pristine subal pi ne | akes
and contam nati ng snowpack across Al berta's
eastern sl opes containing high concentrations
of carcinogens |ike polycyclic aronmatic
conpounds. The dust travels as fine
particulate matter in the atnosphere and

deposits across the vast range, detected in
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sone | ocations nore than 50 kil onetres away

fromthe source.

W nd patterns suggest that high depositions

of these conpounds are occurring within

ot herwi se protected and well -l oved areas |ike
Pet er Lougheed Provincial Park. Researchers
found | ocations where chem cal concentrations
i n contam nants far exceed tol erable

gui del ines, with sone sanpl es conparabl e or
even at tinmes worse than levels within
ecosystens i npacted by Alberta's oil sands

m nes.

Wth nore than 70 percent of the O dman
basin's water supply derived from annua
snowpack, the inplications are serious. This
research is inportant because it supplies
addi ti onal context for the AER to understand
t he environnental baseline and determne if

addi ti onal pressures like further coa

expl oration can be sustained by the ecosystens.

The research is also rel evant because
al t hough we are here today to discuss a coa
expl oration project, Northback has indicated
that a commercial mne is their ultimte goal
They have stated that all concerns relating to

coal devel opnment generally or a full commerci al
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m ne devel opnent are beyond the scope of the
applications and should be given no

consi deration while also maintaining that the
AER nust, before deciding on the applications,
take into account the potential |oss of the
chance to assess a commercial mne application
and the significant econom c benefits likely
associ ated with that devel opnent.

Both of these statenents cannot be true at
once. |If the AER wants to account for the
potential |oss of economc benefits froma
commercial mne, which recent cost benefit
anal ysi s have found not favourable, then it
must al so consider the significant loss in
val ue of ecosystem benefits and services and
negative inpacts to human health should a
comerci al mne be devel oped. To quote a paper
publ i shed in the Annual Review of Public
Heal th: (as read)

Al phases of the coal use conti nuum

create adverse public health and

environnmental inpacts. Public health

| npacts include: cancer,

cardi ovascul ar di sease, respiratory

di sease, kidney disease, nental health

probl ens, adverse birth outcones,
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| npai red child devel opnent, and nore.
Researchers have found that these negative
heal th outcones will be felt nost acutely by
the comunities nearest the mnes who will bear
i ncreased rates of disease anong ot her reduced
soci al out cones.

Sci ence al so consistently reveal s that
despite conpani es' best efforts, their
I nvestnents into better mtigations and
managenment practices, there's no clean way to
m ne coal. The environnental degradation and
negative health inpacts occurring in Elk Valley
provide insight into realities that very well
could be duplicated in this watershed shoul d
Nor t hback be all owed to proceed.

On the west side of the Rocky Mount ai ns,
chem cal | eaching into the surrounding
wat er shed from conmerci al coal m nes has been
an issue since their onset. Despite the
conpany responsi bl e having spent nore than
$1.4 billion to address high concentrations of
toxi c contam nants, recent research finds that
el ements |ike seleniumare continuing to
accunmul ate in the environnent.

Expanded coal operations have led to a

95 percent increase in selenium a 76 percent
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increase in nitrate, and a 38 percent increase
i n sul phate concentrations in waters at
Canada' s and the US s shared boundary.

| ncreased concentrations of these chemicals
can cause nutrient and food-chain inbal ances in
t he aquatic ecosystens, mgration
i nterruptions, reproductive deformties and
failure, and the extirpation of species within
af fect ed wat er sheds.

Food harvested in areas affected by the
mnes is higher in seleniumthan areas
unaf f ect ed and can pose potential health
effects if consuned too frequently.

Researchers have al so recently found that
seleniumis capabl e of |ong-range transport.

In the Colunbia River system it was detected
575 river kilometres downstream fromthe Elk
Val l ey mines flow ng through aquatic ecosystens
I n Montana, |daho, and Washi ngt on.

I n conparison, the distance fromthe
headwat ers of the A dman R ver to its
confluence with the South Saskatchewan River is
440 kil onetres, neani ng these contam nants have
the potential to flow well past the
muni ci pality of Taber and could affect an

estimated 210, 000 people living within the
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A dman wat er shed.

To all those here in support of the
exploration project in hopes that it wll one
day result in a commercial mne, you need to
understand that these watersheds do not have
any nore water to spare.

The Al berta CGovernnent reconmends that to
mai ntai n heal thy aquatic ecosystens, a river
must maintain 85 percent of its natural flow,
known as "the instreamfl ow needs". However,
the A dman has already been well overall ocated,
whi ch neans its average natural flowis no
| onger sufficient to sustain both the in-stream
fl ow needs of the river and the human demands
for water.

To better put this into context for you, we
have al ready set aside around 66 percent of the
river's average natural flow before the needs
of the environnent are even consi dered.

Al t hough we do have water conservation

obj ectives which are | ess stringent thresholds
that water managers aimto retain in
overal | ocated wat ersheds, they are regularly
not being nmet, which threatens our long-term
river health and viability.

To worsen the situation, the average
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natural flow fluctuates dramatically,
particularly in the drought years that we've
had recently. In both 2023 and 2024, the
annual demand fromlicenced water users al one,
even wi thout considering the water conservation
obj ectives, exceeded the supply in the O dman.

This context is necessary to informfuture
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and the -- consider the
full inplications of allow ng coal exploration
that intends to result in a comrercial coal
mne at the Adman's very headwaters. As the
regul atory body responsible for issuing and
approving water |icences -- our water |licence
applications and transfers, the AER is
inplicated in the protection of Al berta's water
basi ns.

According to the Water Act,
Section 66(3)(b): (as read)

The director may consider any existing

potential or cunmul ative effects on the

aquati c environnent before issuing a

tenporary diversion |icence.
And the AWA encourages the AERto do so with
this context. The Adman is already
overal | ocated, and while new water |icences

cannot be issued within the watershed, it is
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al so evident that permanent or tenporary water
licence transfers, particularly so early al ong
the river, are not a viable solution either if
Alberta is ever to restore the instreamfl ow
needs and ensure the A dman's long-term
resilience.

Wi | e Northback's current proposal requests
only 1,500 cubic netres of water, if their
application is successful, they will need nore
water later. Their previous applications for a
conmerci al m ne devel opnent required al nost
375,000 cubic netres in permanent and tenporary
i cenced allocations, which is water the O dman
cannot afford to lose. Mning is considered a
consunptive use of water, creating tailings
contam nated with heavy netals and chem cal s
that cannot be returned to the river. This
represents volumes of water lost from an
al ready overused river system

The presence of tailings on the | andscape
al so creates additional threats as the risk of
cont am nati ng nearby water bodies increases.
This is evident fromthe nunerous incidents in
recent years reported by the AER s Conpli ance
Dashboard that have occurred at existing coal

oper ati ons wher eby wast ewat er was di schar ged
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into the environnent when storage ponds fail ed,
fl ooded, or inadvertently drai ned.

In their witten subm ssion, Northback
muses that the mpjority of statenent of concern
filers did not raise any concerns wth respect
to the previous exploration prograns and that
they are not aware of the previous exploration
prograns having resulted in any adverse inpacts
to the statenent of concern filers, long-term
or otherw se.

| submt that we are all |iving through
t hose adverse inpacts now. It is an adverse
impact to all those who live, work, and play
and in general rely on healthy and functioning
wat er sheds in southern Al berta to have to
vigilantly advocate that the rivers and their
associ ated ecol ogical, societal, and econom c
val ues be retai ned and protected.

It is an adverse inpact to all those who
have had to nobilize, prepare, and participate
in years of tine and resource-intensive
procedures to limt further degradation of and
negative inpacts to our ecosystens and species
at risk.

It is an adverse inpact to live with the

uncertainty that your water nmay one day be
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polluted by a mne upstream The failure to
engage during the first exploration prograns in
the past was a m stake, and we are here today
because we are commtted to learning fromit.
As Northback has indicated in their
subm ssion, if the AER chooses to approve their
applications, it is likely they will try a
commercial coal mne -- try to develop a
commercial coal mne. This neans that the
potential inpact of issuing Northback's
requested coal exploration program tenporary
di version licence, and deep drilling permt in
the near termwill result in a full comrercia
devel opnent | ater associated with all the
negative environnental and human health inpacts
di scussed here, which is not in the public
I nterest.
Based on a review of the applicable
| egi sl ation, Northback's current applications
do not seemto address all the necessary
requi renments. Further, the extent of
transboundary pollution fromthe El k Valley
coal mnes nust also informthe AER s deci sion.
Al t hough outside of the AER s jurisdiction,
this previously unknown threat inpacts the

ecosystens and popul ations al ong the eastern
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sl opes and across southern Al berta's
wat er sheds.

Considering all the pressures the Adnman is
al ready under, it is unacceptable to incur
addi tional unnecessary -- and unnecessary
pollution or potential use at the basin's
headwat er s.

Al of the research presented here
i ndi cates that the inpacts of coal mning are
far fromlocalized. 1t challenges the notion
for AER s basis for determ ning which
Interested parties be deened directly and
adversely affected and to restrict those who
are considered to have full standing in this
proceeding or only rel ated proceedings to only
those living directly adjacent to the site is
evidently not inforned by the best avail abl e
resear ch.

AVWA requests the AER reject all of
Nor t hback's applications and renove the
advanced project status from Grassy Muntain.
Thank you for your tinme.

THE CHAI R Thanks for com ng
back. We have a couple of questions for you.
The Panel Questions the Presenter

THE CHAI R So you spoke of the
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Li vi ngst one Por cupi ne | and st ewardshi p pl an,
and that plan speaks about different |evels of
protection, which starts from prevention,
conservation, conservation offset. And how do
you see the link of what the plan reconmends to
t hese applications, the exploration
applications?
K. HALVORSON: The plan al so sets
very specific disturbance limts for notorized
density of trails. | know -- so | think for
restricted notorized access, | believe it's
0.6 kilonetres per square kilonetre, is what is
permtted. And in the public |ands where
Nort hback has | eases, the trail density is much
nore extensive than that. Like, it's well
above that threshold. And while it's -- Iike,
it mght not be their fault that those trails
are not reclainmed, | feel that their
applications should still have to be conpli ant
with that, and we should see a reduction in
that trail density as that's prescribed by the
Li vi ngst one pl an.
THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch
for that answer.

My col | eague may have anot her question. So

that -- that got answered. Your question got
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answered. | think both of our questions got
answer ed.
Thank you very nuch.

That should be it.

So next is our break for supper. W get an

extra hour for supper. So we appreciate
everybody's willingness to cone back for an
eveni ng session because that's how we can
accomodat e sone of the participants. And we
see everyone at 6:45 tonight. Thank you very

much.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTI L 6:45 PM
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( PROCEEDI NGS COMVENCED AT 6: 45 PM)
THE CHAI R Thanks, everyone.
Pl ease be seat ed.

So thank you, everyone, for com ng back.

Next on the agenda, we have M. [sic]
Brandy Fehr or Ms.? | apologize. Please
proceed.

Just a question. Have they been sworn?
BRANDY FEHR, Affirned
Di rect Evidence of Brandy Fehr
B. FEHR Hel | o, and thank you
for allowng ne to speak this evening.

My nane's Brandy Fehr, and |I'm a resident
of Crowsnest Pass. Today |'mhere to express
nmy support for Northback in their pursuit of a
coal exploration program deep drill permt,
and tenporary diversion |icence.

Nort hback is crucial to our comunity,
providing vital jobs and supporting | ocal
busi nesses. | did submt a statenent of
concern, not because | was concerned about the
project, but because | was concerned about it
not happeni ng.

This drill programw | provide
opportunities to our small business community

t hrough contractors, retail stores,
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restaurants, and accommodati ons. Northback has
significantly boosted our |ocal econony,

| eaving a positive inpact on our region,
supporting many comrunity groups, events,
recreational spaces, and even our children.

We frequently visited Crowsnest Pass before
novi ng here in 2012. Thanks to ny husband
securing a career in coal mning, we were able
to relocate to Crowsnest Pass. W invested in
a honme and enrolled the two daughters in school
here and various community activities. M
husband serves as a |lieutenant with Crowsnest
Pass Fire/ Rescue, and we both vol unteer
extensi vely throughout the comunity.

Qur famly is just one exanple of how coal
m ni ng supports the conmunity. Northback's
Blairnore office enploys nearly a dozen peopl e
who live in Crowsnest Pass or nearby. They are
deeply rooted here and contribute significantly
to our community. Northback's project wll
create nunerous professional well-paying jobs
and attract nmany young famlies to our area.
This will not only be through Northback's own
operations but also through the additional
busi nesses that will reinvest -- or wll invest

in our communities as a result.
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|"mjust going to talk a little bit about
Nor t hback's community invol venent that | have
W t nessed.

|*ve hosted events in Crowsnest Pass
previously. |It's been a challenge due to --
it's been a challenge due to difficulty in
finding volunteers. However, Northback's team
has not only provided significant financial
support to our events, but also actively
they' ve participated and hel ped us set up and
clean up afterwards. This exenplifies the kind
of people that work for Northback.

Annual Iy, Northback hosts their Australian
ni ght, an event that sells out every year. A
proceeds are reinvested into our comunity
benefiting organi zations such as Crowsnest
Menorial Society, to help maintain the 12 grave
sites throughout Crowsnest Pass; Crowsnest
CANDO Soci ety, to support the restoration of
the Roxy Theatre project; Crowsnest Pass Quad
Squad, to support the building and mai nt enance
of bridges and trails for OHV users; Southwest
Al berta Skateboard association, to help build a
skate park; and Crowsnest Pass Hospital
Foundati on, to purchase hospital equi pnent.

In 2019, Northback transformed our previous
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golf course into a world-class facility, naking
it one of the nobst scenic and enjoyabl e gol f
destinations in Western Canada. The golf
course clubhouse features an event space for
various |arge gatherings that was

i nfrastructure our comunity previously | acked.
They al so sponsored the Little R ppers program
at our local ski hill. This sponsorship hel ped
provi de resources and funding to offer a fun
and educational experience to young skiers and
snowboarders. Additionally, they resloped the
ski hill to enhance safety for skiers of al

| evel s and ages.

Last year, Northback introduced a nutrition
program at the Livingstone Range School
Division. This contribution addressed that --
addresses food insecurity and pronotes well ness
anong students with food bank visits up
73 percent since 2019, this programis crucial.
My daughters are in G ade 4 and Grade 2, and
t hey' ve cone hone and | et us know of cl assmates
they see with little to no food.

A large chunk of our community travels west
to work each day, including ny husband, to the
m nes on the other side of the Al berta-BC

border, Elk Valley Resources. Northback's
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project would provide nore job opportunities
wi thin our community, resulting in a safer
alternative for those commuti ng.

W have anmzi ng environnmental and safety
controls in Canada, sonme of the best in the
worl d. And when conbined with sone of the best
natural resources available, this can be an
extrenely beneficial industry right here at
home. A drilling programof 25 test holes w ||
provi de val uabl e technical data that is just
the start of this process.

Nor t hback has denonstrated a strong
commtnent to our community. | am confident
that, given the reqgul ations and standards they
follow, they will continue to responsibly
support and enhance our community environnent.
Failure to nove forward with this project would
result in loss of support from many regi ona
projects, events, potential infrastructure,
jobs, and | eave Grassy Mountain in its current
state: a ness.

Thank you for considering ny concerns.

THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
B. FEHR Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you.

And we have M. Rob MacGarva.
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ROB MACGARVA, Affirned
D rect Evidence of Sout hwest Al berta Skateboard

Society - Rob MacGarva

R MACGARVA: Hel | o.

THE CHAI R You nay proceed.

R MACGARVA: Ckay. Thank you.
Hello. M nane is Rob MacGarva. | wote

an emai |l in support of Northback's deep dril

permts, coal exploration program and
tenporary diversion |icence.

| amthe president of the Southwest Al berta
Skat eboard Society. Qur club has been invol ved
in Pincher Creek being instrunental in
expandi ng their skateboard park, and our recent
goal is to raise nearly a mllion dollars for a
new skat eboard park and wheel ed-sport facility
in the Crowsnest Pass.

After applying for donations fromindustry
in the Pincher Creek area, the wind farm
proj ects, and even Shell, now Pieridae, we were
not able to generate any funds; either a flat
no, unanswered calls and nessages, or "we only
donate to Pincher Creek area projects" was the
result. Trying to get industry donations in
the past fromthe Crowsnest Pass's nmain

enpl oyer across the BC border, nainly the
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m ning i ndustry, those m nes support their
| ocal BC communities but have yet to say yes to
our particular club.

| noved here 47 years ago when | was just a
little guy, one year old. The Crowsnest Pass
m nes were still running. It was founded and
al ways has been a coal town. Then the m nes
shut down, and our community went into a
recessi on.

Since then, the BC m nes have revived us
somewhat, but we've lost the sawm ||, a |arge
gas plant, and other industry, |eaving our
community, the Crowsnest Pass, struggling for
conmer ci al busi nesses that support the
comuni ty.

So enter Northback onto the scene, and they
wel coned our request for funding with open
arnms. The Sout hwest Al berta Skateboard Soci ety
has received their |argest support from
Nor t hback. This support was no strings
attached, just them hel ping out a | ocal club
that it's commtted to hel ping the community of
the Crowsnest Pass.

So, of course, we were supportive of them
and what we could see them doing in our

community with |Iocal clubs and such.
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Sadly, we have received threats to take
donati ons back fromour club due to us, the
Sout hwest Al berta Skat eboard associ ati on,
appearing on this hearing list tonight. As we
wer e supportive of Northback, this obviously
was com ng froma donor that was unsupportive
of Northback. Then another of our board
menbers was approached by soneone who received
an emai |l fromthe Livingstone Landowners G oup
and was pushing to get the SWAS soci ety nane
off the Iist.

Unl i ke Northback's financial support, which
was nmade wel | before our public support
apparently, sone other donors are strings
attached and now are threatening to take the
donations away if the SWAS nane stands as a
supporter of Northback.

| find this to be troubling and consider it
to be nmeddling in the AER process. The kids
that we are fundraising for to build this new
skate park in the Crowsnest Pass, our comunity
voted 73 percent in favour of Northback
proceeding. W do not wish to | ose any
donati ons due to our support of Northback, so
you' Il notice that the Southwest Al berta

Skat eboard Society's name was renoved from
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behind nmy nane in the recent updated AER |i st.

| stand before you as Rob MacGarva,
| ongtine resident, |ocal volunteer for many
support teans that have seen great support from
Nort hback. New soccer nets for the kids. Ski
hill prograns for children and that sort of
thing. | take ny three kids golfing with ny
wife to the Crowsnest golf course, famly golf
subsi di zed by Northback. | wouldn't go golfing
otherwise; it's quite expensive.

"' ma parent always involved in the
schools. Northback funds a nutrition program
at Livingstone School, also a breakfast program
for the Livingstone Range School Division.

Nor t hback has cone into our community and
shown that they are conmtted supporting us,
particularly youth progranms is what |'ve
noti ced, and they have becone a part of the
Crowsnest Pass already. This town was founded
and is still here because of the m ning
i ndustry. W need the support that a
commerci al business |ike Northback brings as
t hey support the community.

l"mgoing to just tell you a little bit
about why |I'mup here. The Crowsnest Pass had

a facility in Blairnore called the Al bert
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Stella Menorial Arena. It was built by
volunteers in the 1950s, and I'l|l betcha nost
of those guys were mners because it's a coal
town and originally a hockey skating arena with
a curling rink.

Then it was converted to an indoor facility
but had a skateboard park, a clinbing wall,

I ndoor turf that was used for soccer, baseball,
et cetera. It was a nultiuse facility.

It was denolished because the nunicipality
could not afford to keep it running or fix it
up. And now, as before, volunteers are | ooking
to replace what is lost. The nunicipality
sinply cannot afford to replace this facility.

I n Sparwood, across the border, the m ning
i ndustry funded their nmultiuse facility, their
swi mm ng pool, clinbing wall, racquetball
squash, weight lifting, exercise facility, and
hockey arena. The industry supports the town.
This takes much strain off the volunteers and
muni cipalities that are stretched to provide
recreational opportunities |like we have lost in
the Crowsnest Pass.

This hearing about the drilling application
and its approval will have a large inpact or a

dom no effect on the future of our community.
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Nort hback's conmmunity support is inportant. It
means sonething to us. Their support to | ocal
cl ubs, schools, progranms, and the comrunity is
an asset to the Crowsnest Pass. | would |ike
to see these applications approved as a
positive thing for our comunity.

As a longtine resident, it's funny hearing
peopl e tal k about the "ness" and "eyesore" that
t he abandoned m ne was. | never considered
that. Every tine | see an old mne building, I
see our history. W used to go up to the old
open-pit mnes on Gassy Muuntain as kids and
cliff junp into the clear water of the fl ooded
pits and their sheer walls. And the water was
not gross. |I'mnot joking. It was clear
wat er .

Knowi ng t hese regul ati ons that now exi st
for environnmental standards, | believe
Nort hback can be trusted with a piece of |and
that was left as an abandoned m ne and nake use
and reclaimit when done.

In the neantine, the jobs and econom c
benefit to the community wll allow the
Crowsnest Pass to thrive economcally as we
have no | arge industry to speak of in our

community. Wien the world is ready to stop
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driving cars that run off fossil fuels nmade of

steel with all our gadgets that require |ithium

m ning, et cetera, then we have to realize that
mnes will be around until we 100 percent stop
our current lifestyle that depends on m ning.
“Not in my backyard" is often the word
spoken. Metallurgical coal is what's in the
Grassy Mountain mne. And if not here, then
where? Let's do it here where we have
regul ati ons and environnmental processes while
we search for alternatives.
Thank you.
THE CHAI R Thank you very nuch.
We have one question for you, if you would be
so kind to conme back to the podium please.
R MACGARVA: For sure.
The Panel Questions the Presenter
COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: | just wonder ed,
could you tell us, howlarge is the club and
ki nd of what age are the children or the
adults, or is everybody wel cone? Just tell us
alittle bit about it.
R, MACGARVA: Ch, a hundred
percent everyone is welcone, but it's nostly
kids. How many? | think at the nost we had

200 regul ar nenbers, but that woul d have been,
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A

you know, over the course of a couple of years.
So we had the club before this building got
denol i shed, and we t ook nenbershi ps, basically.
And how many people? | guess we can't really
say because the club -- we don't have a
nmenbership right now 'cause there is no skate
park. The building was denolished -- | don't
know how many years.

But if you want to count the nunber of
kids -- and it's not just skateboardi ng,
rol | erbl adi ng BMX bi kes, scooters, skateboards,
and -- yeah, our plan is just to have this
facility, which many do, Pincher Creek has one,
Lundbreck. You guys are nmaybe from Cal gary.
There's about four or five. | guess | can't
really give an estimte of how many ki ds woul d

use this. Yeah.

COW SSI ONER MACKENZI E: Thank you very nuch.
Thanks.
THE CHAI R So before you sit

down, after the buil ding got denolished, which

you can't renenber when it happened, is there a

public -- public facility, sports facility, in
the community at the nonment?
No. No. Nothing. 1It's never been repl aced.

| would say it's ten years. You know how tine
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flies? It's probably about that. There's

| i kely someone here who knows exactly when, but
| can't recall when the building was denolished
or when it got closed. It was closed for a
coupl e of years before it actually got

denoli shed. WMaybe a couple or three years,
yeah.

THE CHAI R: Thank you very nuch.

Thank you. Thanks for your presentation.

R MACGARVA: Thank you.
THE CHAI R So this brings us to
the conclusion of our -- this day of the

hearing. And tonorrow we are going to neet
again here at 9:00. Thank you very nmuch for
your participation and attention today. Thank

you.

PROCEEDI NGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 9: 00 AM
DECEMBER 4, 2024
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